Doha conference may be scrapped — Arab League 

CAIRO i AFP) — The Middle East economic confer- 
ence scheduled for Qatar in November may yet be 
cancelled because most Arab countries object to 
Israel’s presence there, an Arab League official said 
Sunday. T think it is still possible to forgo holding the 
sumnut, the League’s assistant secretary general for 
political affairs, Mohammad Zakariya Ismail, said 
“Most Arab countries do not support the holding of 
the economic summit in the cunent circumstances 
surrounding the peace process ” he told reporters in 
Cairo. Mr. Ismail blamed Israel for the crisis in the 
peace process, calling on the United States to do more 
to "force Israel to respect the foundations of the peace 
process instead of simply giving its verbal support," 
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Kaabneh receives U.S. airforce commaHder 

AMMAN (Petra) — Chairman Join! Cbiefs-of 
-Staff Field Marshal Abdul Hafez Mirai A1 Kaabneh 
Sunday received commander of the U.S. Air Force* 

General Carl Franklin and his accompanying delega- 
tion. Field Marshal Kaabneh and Gen. Franklin dis- 
cussed the situation in the region and bilateral rela- 
tions in the military field, as well as issues of mutual 
concern. The U.S. delegation listened to a briefing on 
the evolution of the Jordanian Armed Forces. The 
meeting was attended by the assistant chief-of-staff 
for planning and organisation, chief-of-sraft for the 
Royal Air Force, in addition to the U.S. ambassador to 
Jordan and the acting U.S. military attache in Amman. 


Volume 22 Number 6570 


AMMAN MONDAY, JUNE 30, 1997, SAFAR 23, 1418 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


Israel and PNA 
ministers met 
last week 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
( AFP) — Palestinian plan- 
ning and international coop- 
eration minister. Nabil 
Shaath, and Israeli defence 
minister, Yitzhak 

Mordechai, met last week to 
discuss the stalled peace 
talks, a Palestinian official 
said Sunday. No progress 
■ was reported in the meeting 

1 that was oiganised within 

the framework of an Egypt- 
ian initiative to get the talks 
restarted, the official told 
AFP, asking not to be 
named. But the Palestinian 
side sensed a “real concern" 
from Mr. Mordechai about 
the deadlock in the peace 
process that has just entered 
its fourth month, the source 
added. Mr. Mordechai’s 
office would not comment 
on the report of the meeting, 
whose location was not dis- 
closed. Egyptian mediator 
Osama Baz is slated to meet 
separately with Israelis and 
Palestinians this week in an 
attempt to mediate a 
resumption of peace talks. 

Pales tinians say 
they were beaten 
by Israeli soldiers 

DAHARIYEH (AFP) — 
Some 15 Palestinian labour- 
ers who tried to avoid an 
Israeli roadblock on their 
way to jobs in Israel were 
caught and beaten by Israeli 
soldiers on Sunday. PaJes- 
. . tinian witnesses said. A few 
1 w dozen workers were taking 
their usual, illegal route 
from the territories to Beer 
Sheva in southern Israel 
when Israeli soldiers caught 
some of them and beat 
them, said Ahmad Shaheen, 
40. "We had crossed the 
road near the block and the 
soldiers started chasing us 
and managed to grab some 
of us and started beating 
them,” Mr. Shaheen told 
AFP. ”1 saw one kicked in 
the stomach by a soldier." 
Some 50,000 Palestinians 
cross into Israel to work 
each day. The current Pales- 
tinian unemployment rate 
sits at 30 per cent in the 
Gaza Strip and West Bank 
and Palestinian officials 
estimate some 40,000 new 
workers enter the job raar- 
^ ket each year. 

Cousteau to be 
buried Thursday in 
hometown 

PARIS (AFP) — French 
undersea explorer Jacques 
Yves Cousteau is to be 
buried in his hometown in 
southwest France Thursday, 
his family announced Sun- 
day. Cousteau, who died 
aged 87 last Wednesday, 
will be laid to rest in the 
family vault at Saint-Andre- 
de-Cubzac. near Bordeaux, 
where he was bom on June 
11, 1910. Apublic memori- 
al service to Cousteau, who 
became famous around the 
world for his films and 
books, will be held at Notre 
Dame cathedral in Paris 
Monday. President Jacques 
Chirac will be among the 
mourners. 

Malaria, 
meningitis claims 
190 lives in Sudan 

KHARTOUM (AFP) — 
Malaria and meningitis 
have claimed over 190 lives 
in Sudan this year, the head 
of the health ministry's epi- 
demiology, Isam Mohamad 
Gelender, said in an inter- 
view published Sunday. 
Malaria attacked 177,000 
people, causing 177 fatali- 
ties, while there had been 
224 cases of meningitis, 17 
of them fatal. Mr. Gelender 
;y was quoted as saying by the 
independent AJ Rai A1 
Akher dally. 


Sharansky says Israel to facilitate 
movement of goods to West Bank 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Israeli Industry 
and Trade Minister Natan 
Sharansky said Sunday that 
Israel will work to remove 
obstacles that hinder the flow 
of Jordanian-made products 
into die Palestinian self-rule 
areas but said that Israel will 
make no concessions regard- 
ing security measures on the 
borders. 

“We both agreed that our 
trade relations and economic 
cooperation has unique 
potential, those problems 
sooner or later will be 
removed and very quickly,” 
said Mn Sharansky following 
separate meetings with 
Deputy Prime Minister for 
Development Affairs Jawad 
Anani and Trade and Industry 
Minister Haiti Mulki. 

Mr. Sharansky added that 
“some of these obstacles can 
be removed in a matter of 
weeks. We are both devoted 
to make special efforts in this 
summer.” 

Dr. Anani ’s meeting with 
Mr. Sharansky came one day 
after severe criticism made 
by Dr. Anani over Israel using 
security pretexts to secure 
economic gains in its trade 
with Jordan and the Palestini- 
ans. 

“I do not know what are the 



Minister of Trade and Industry Haiti Mulki shakes hands with his Israeli coun- 
terpart Natan Sharansky, Sunday. Mr Shaianskyalso met with Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development Affairs Jawad Anani (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


grounds for these accusa- 
tions... may be from the dis- 
tance. the security question 
works like security phobia, 
but there are cases such as the 
explosion in the centre of 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv 
where dozens of people were 
killed... that is something that 
you have to take very serious- 
ly into account'' the Israeli 
minister said. 

Mr Sharansky also said 


that he discussed ideas to 
facilitate the transportation of 
Jordanian cement to the 
Palestinian National Authori- 
ty (PNA) saying that these 
ideas would be adopted very 
quickly. 

“We are going to look at the 
problem of bridges, the prob- 
lem of standards and to look 
into other barriers which still 
exist, to remove them,” the 
former Russian dissident 


said. Dr. Mulki emphasised 
that be discussed the mea- 
sures that could be adopted to 
minimis e the barriers on the 
bridges that hinder hade 
between the two countries 
adding that “the merchants in 
Jordan will notice that there is 
a clear improvement this 
summer.” 


(Continued mi page 7) 


Levy cancels meeting with premier; new 
cabinet maybe delayed more over Sharon 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Benyantin 

Netanyahu’s naming of his 
new cabinet could be further 
delayed because of a new row 
with his foreign minister over 
a role in peace talks for hard- 
liner Ariel Sharon, officials 
said Sunday. 

“We’re still waiting to hear 
if the cabinet will be present- 
ed tomorrow," the chairman 
of the government coalition, 
Michael Eitan, told Israel 
Radio. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy cancelled a meeting 
with Mr. Netanyahu Sunday 
after learning of a secret 
meeting with the Palestinians 


of which he was not 
informed, officials said. 

A crisis between Mr. Levy 
and Mr. Netanyahu appeared 
to be smoothed over last week 
when the two met twice and 
agreed the foreign minister 
would have more of a say in 
peace talks with the Palestini- 
ans. 

As a moderate in the right- 
wing government. Ml Levy 
had objected to hardline 
National Infrastructure Minis- 
ter Ariel Sharon's demand 
that he be included in the 
peace talks team in exchange 
for accepting the finance port- 
folio. But news Friday that 
Mr. Sharon met secretly in 


mid-June with Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
second-in-command Mah- 
moud Abbas without Mr. 
Levy's knowledge further 
upset the foreign minister. 

Mr. Levy was not angered 
by the meeting itself but that 
Mr. Netanyahu did not inform 
him of it. the Yediot Aharonot 
newspaper reported. 

Aides close to Mr. Levy 
said he would not resign over 
the matter but was not pre- 
pared to meet with the prime 
minister before Mr. 
Netanyahu presents his new 
cabinet to parliament, the 
Knesset, Monday. 

Despite the tensions, Mr. 


Netanyahu condemns anti-Islam 
posters hung by Hebron settlers 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu on 
Sunday condemned posters 
plastered on the walls of Arab 
shops in the West Bank town 
of Hebron defaming Prophet 
Mohammad and Islam. 

The premier telephoned the 
Palestinian mayor of Hebron. 
Mustafa Natshe. to “vigor- 
ously condemn these anti- 
Islamic posters," said a state- 
ment released by Ml 
N etanyahu’s office. 

“The prime minister con- 
siders the distribution of these 
posters with the utmost grav- 
ity. fas they) go against the 
respect that we have for 
Islam, for the Prophet 
Mohammad and other reli- 
gions,” said the statement. 

Mr. Natshe told AFP he was 
pleased that Mr. Netanyahu 
had spoken to him over the 
incident 

“I asked him to order Israeli 
soldiers to treat such inci- 
dents, which provoke tension 
in Hebron, with severity." he 
added. 

The posters were found 
early Saturday on around 20 
shops near Jewish enclaves in 
Hebron’s Old City, sparking 
violent clashes between 
Palestinian youths and Israeli 
soldiers. 

The Islamist group Hamas 
denounced the posters 



Tatiana Susnik, 25, an extreme right-wing Israeli 
woman from Jerusalem is being brought to an 
Israeli court Sunday, after she was suspected of 
hanging anti Islam posters (AFP photo) 


defaming the Prophet “We see this as a sour seed 

Mohammad. in the Zionist educational cur- 

‘This is an intentional riculum that they teach their 

crime that our people will not children,’ 1 said the Islamist 

forget and proves it is impos- Resistance Movement 


sible to live with Jews,' 
Hamas said in a statement. 


(Hamas), which fiercely 
opposes peace with Israel. 


Levy was not expected to 
order his four Gesber mem- 
bers in the Knesset to vote 
against the new lineup. 

Ardent rightwinger Ml 
S haron is slated to be named 
finance minister after his pre- 
decessor, Dan Meridor, was 
pushed out by Mr. Netanyahu 
last week. 

Moshe Katsav will be 
named as national infrastruc- 
ture and deputy prime minis- 
ter, Silvan Shalom as tourism 
minister and Michael Eitan as 
science minister and cabinet 
coordinator, Yediot reported 

Arab 

ministers call 
for unified 
media 
campaign 

CAIRO (AFP) — Arab infor- 
mation ministers called Sun- 
day for a media campaign 
against the United States for a 
Congress vote recognising 
Jerusalem as Israel’s united 
capital 

The ministers, ending a two- 
day meeting in Cairo, called on 
the Arab media to highlight the 
“dangers” of the non-tending 
resolution passed on June 10 
which it said would encourage 
Israel to steal more Arab land. 
“The American resolution is a 
racist decision aimed at 
‘Judaising’ the Holy City,” the 
ministers and representatives 
from 22 Arab countries said in 
their final statement. 

The non-binding resolution 
“leaves the way open for die 
Israeli government to steal 
more- Palestinian larxf and 
“encourages Israel in its intran- 
sigence and defiance of 
international resolutions,’' it 
said. 

The information ministers 
agreed to compile a book of 
eyewitness accounts of Israeli 
practices, and to hold a confer- 
ence on Israeli h uman rights 
violations in Brussels on 
August 28. 


Central Bank eliminates all 
controls on foreign exchange 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Against the 
background of healthy for- 
eign exchange reserves, 
high inflows of foreign cur- 
rencies, sound monetary 
and financial stability and 
successful implementation 
of reforms, the Central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Sun- 
day took the decision to 
fully liberalise foreign 
exchange dealings in Jor- 
dan. 

According to a statement 
issued by the CBJ, there are 
absolutely no restrictions 
whatsoever on bringing 
into the Kingdom or taking 
out any amount of Jordan- 
ian or foreign currencies 
and gold. Payments for 
goods or possible services 
as well as capital payments 
can be conducted without 
restriction, CBJ Governor 
Ziyad Fariz stressed to the 
Jordan Times. 

The liberalisation deci- 
sion allows any resident to 
hold u nlimi ted foreign cur- 
rency deposits and to with- 
draw or transfer any sum 
from the accounts without 
any controls, just like non- 
residents. 

Banks can finance the 


costs of goods imported for 
the free zones or in transit 
and extend credit facilities 
to clients to finance these 
goods. Dr. Fariz indicated. 

“By issuing these new 
regulations, the inflow and 
outflow of capital now 
enjoys full liberalisation 
just as those current pay- 
ments for goods and other 
invisible payments," the 
CBJ statement concluded. 

Asked what will be the 
main effect of this decision, 
the governor said he 
expects larger inflows of 
foreign exchange to the 
Kingdom as a result of the 
full liberalisation move. 

Taking this question to a 
number of bankers, the Jor- 
dan Tunes recorded the fol- 
lowing responses: 

Export and Finance Gen- 
eral Adnan Sallakh 
described the decision as 
more of a formal authorisa- 
tion for banks to deal freely 
in foreign exchange. “In 
daily business transactions 
there has not been any con- 
trol that can be mentioned, 
so the decision is more or 
less a formality.'' he said. 

He said the CBJ state- 
ment is an assurance for 
Jordanians who hold large 
deposits overseas to repatri- 


ate their money as it can be 
moved out freely again at 
anytime. 

Furthermore. Mr. Sallakh 
pointed out, Jordanians are 
now able to seize invest- 
ment chances outside just 
as freely as foreign 
investors can make prof- 
itable investment in the 
Kingdom. 

Asked if the move carries 
any negative effects, the 
general manager replied: 
‘To the contrary... had the 
CBJ not seen the positive 
effects and advantages over 
a period of time of observa- 
tion, the Central Bank 
would not have gone to the 
full liberalisation decision 
of today.” 

Hani Qadi, general man- 
ager of the Arab Jordan 
Investment Bank, described 
the CBJ action as “very, 
very positive” and said that 
it would encourage people 
to invest and allow inflows 
of hard currencies. He said 
that the decision will boost 
foreign reserves and noted 
that had the financial and 
monetary situation not been 
so good, the CBJ would not 
have resorted to this move. 


(Continued on page 7) 


Jordan rejects Israeli security 
request at joint Aqaba airport 


AMMAN (AP) — Jordan 
has rejected an Israeli pro- 
posal that Israel handle secu- 
rity ar an expanded airport 
that would serve Israeli and 
Jordanian cities on the Gulf 
of Aqaba. 

Israel had suggested that 
its officers supervise checks 
of passengers’ travel docu- 
ments and luggage headed 
for Eilat, the Israeli city 
which the airport would 
serve, said Captain Jassir 
Ziad, head of the Civil Avia- 


tion Authority. 

Mr. Ziad said Sunday that 
the proposal was rejected as 
an infringement of Jordan's 
sovereignty. 

“Jordan can provide the 
security requirements,’* he 
said. 

Jordan and Israel are dis- 
cussing the possibility of 
expanding runways and 
facilities at Aqaba 
International Airport to serve 
both Aqaba and Eilat, which 
is just across the bonier. 


In May, the government 
announced that it would 
allow international flights 
bound for Eilat landing 
rights at Aqaba this summer 
to ex amin e the technical fea- 
sibility of a joint airport. But 
officials warned the dis- 
agreement could halt the , 
plans. 

Shalom Tourgeman, a 
spokesman for the Israeli 
embassy, acknowledged dif- 
ferences, but declined to 
provide details. 


Ciller loses 2 more deputies, 
Yilmaz very close to power 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey’s 
pro- Western foreign minister, 
Tansu Ciller, lost more blood 
on Sunday in a political 
shake-up that threatens to 
leave her on the sidelines 
after she used the “Islamist 
card” in a gamble for power. 

Two more deputies from 
the conservative True Path 
Party resigned in anger at 
their leader Ms. Ciller’s 
attempts to defy the influen- 
tial army and become prime 
minister again as head of a 
pro-Islamist coalidon. 

The MPs were expected to 
defect to Mesut Yilmaz, who 
is close to setting up a secu- 
larist government and thus 
winning a major battle in the 
war with Ms. Ciller for lead- 
ership of the Turkish right 

“We haven't been able to 
secure stability in parliament 
That is why I have made this 
move, aimed at uniting the 
right” Anatolian news 
agency quoted resigning MP 
Evren Bulut as saying on Sat- 
urday night 

Mr. Yilmaz is expected to 
present President Suleyman 
Demirel with a cabinet list of 
a secularist government by 
Tuesday at the latest and go 
on to win a parliamentary 
confidence vote within 10 
days. 

Ms. CQler would be in 
opposition for the first time 
sinoe she became Thikey’s 
first woman prime minister at 
a party congress in 1993, less 

than two years after leaving a 
successful career as an econ- 
omist to try her hand at poli- 


tics. 

U.S.-educated Ms. Ciller, 
once the darling of the finan- 
cial markets and Turkey’s 
Western allies, has fallen 
from grace with the secularist 
establishment during a year 
in coalition with the Islamist- 
based . Welfare Party of 
Necmeoin Erbakan. 

Opponents accuse Ms. 
Ciller, previously a strong 
critic of the Islamists, of only 
joining Mr. Erbakan to 
deflect corruption charges he 
had brought against her. 

“She has not been trusted at 
home or abroad since that,” 
said a Western diplomat. 
“There is little sympathy for 
her now that site’s in trou- 
ble,” he said 

Ms. Ciller was to swap jobs 
with Mr. Erbakan and head a 
government that would take 
Turkey to early elections. But 
the president spoiled the 
show by asking Mn Yilmaz. 
not Ms. Ciller, to find the 
next government. Mr. Yilmaz 
has uiged early elections next 
spring. 

The Islamists are reckoned 
to have enough support to 
come back strongly at the 
polls. But some commenta- 
tors say True Path could 
struggle to win the 10 per 
cent of die vote needed to 
enter parliament 

It would be premature to 
write off Ms. Ciller, a clever 
operator who has outlived 
many political obituaries. 

The Turkish press said on 
Sunday that Ms. cilia; a 
member of a caretaker cabi- 


net may ditch her Islamist 
allies in a late effort to join 
the Yilmaz camp and save 
her crumbling party. 

“We would be open to that 
idea,” Mehraet Salih 
Yildirim. a senior member of 
Mr. Yilmaz' s Motherland 
Party, said in comments 
reported by Anatolian. 

But many other members 
of the secularist alliance 
would be happy to see Ms. 
Ciller forced onto the opposi- 
tion benches where the graft 
charges, mostly related to pri- 
vatisation, would probably be 
resurrected. 

Critics, including Ml Yil- 
maz. have dubbed Ms. 
Ciller’s wealthy friends and 
relatives the “waterside 
gang” after her family’s luxu- 
ry mansion on the banks of 
Istanbul's Bosphorus strait 
She has other property in 
Turkey and the United States. 

“Morality will not domi- 
nate Turkish politics until site 
gives an account of her 
wealth. The Turkish judiciary 
will call on her,” Husantettin 
Cmdoruk, the leader of one 
of the secularist coalition par- 
ties, said on Saturday. 

The Turkish press, once 
taken by the novelty of Ms. 
Ciller and government finan- 
cial aid she gave to newspa- 
pers, has turned on her with a 
vengeance in recent days. 

Papes have reported to 
Ms. COla- has taken to food 
binges and smashing plates in 
her home under the recent 
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Iraqi government announces 


increase in monthly allotments 


BAGHDAD (Agencies 1 ) — 
The Iraqi government 
announced Sunday that it 
would increase most 
monthly rations to its peo- 
ple. who are still suffering 
widespread shortages 
despite the U.N. oil 'tor- 
food deal. 

The increase comes just a 
month after Iraq cut in half 
the ration for rice and 

declared it was unable to 
increase other allotments 
because Washington had 
blocked contracts under the 
deal. 

The trade ministry, which 
is responsible for the distri- 
bution. did not give a rea- 
son for the increase, but the 
United Nations has 
required bigger allotments 
us pan of the agreement 
that allowed Iraq to resume 
its limited oil exports in 
December. 

In July. Iraqis will receive 
2 kilogrammes of sugar, up 
from 6.5 kilogrammes, said 
the statement, which was 
carried by the official Iraqi 
New s Agency. 

Allotments of rea will 
increase from 100 grammes 
to 150 grammes, soap from 
150 grammes to 250 
grammes and detergent 
From 250 grammes to 350 
grammes, the statement 
said. 

As part of the increase, 
babies will receive 2.7 kilo- 
grammes of powdered 
milk, up from 1.8 kilo- 
grammes. it said. 

New items were added to 
the ration card, including 
0.5 kilogrammes of pulses 
and 150 grammes of salt. 

A key ration is rice. In 
July. Iraqis will receive 2 
kilogrammes, up from 1.25 
kilogrammes in June. But 
that is still less than the 2.5 
kilogrammes the month 
before. 

Rations of flour will not 
change. 

Iraqis pay for the monthly 
rations, but the cost is far 



An Iraqi man and his children, who are employed in the Saddam Children Hospital in Baghdad unload medical 
supplies which were shipped from Japan on Sunday (Reuters photo) 


below the market price. For 
example, a kilogramme of 
flour costs less than a cent 
under the ration programme 
but sells for 40 cents on the 
open market, a hefty price 
in Iraq's ravaged economy. 

The radon system was 
introduced soon after the 
United Nations imposed 
sweeping sanctions on Iraq 
for its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


day. its President Itsuko 
Hirata said. 

A Japanese shipping line 
transported the aid. worth 
S700.000. free of charge to 
the Aqaba Port from where 
it was sent to sancdons-hit 
Iraq. 

Mr. Hirata is to travel to 
Mosul in northern Iraq 
Monday and then on to 
Basra in the south to carry 


out the distribution. 


Japan sends medical aid 
■ In a related development. 


Census held 
in five provinces 


a Japanese humanitarian 
organisation has donated 25 
tonnes of medical supplies 
for Iraqi hospitals and dis- 
tribution started here Sun- 


Meanwhile. an Iraqi 
newspaper reported Sunday 
that five Iraqi govemorates 
have held a census that will 
be followed by a nation- 


wide one in October, the 
first to be conducted since 
1987. 

“Iraq on Friday held an 
experimental census in five 
Iraqi provinces including 
the capital Baghdad," the 
English daily the Baghdad 
Observer reported on Sun- 
day. 

It gave no population fig- 
ures" of the five gover- 
n orates but said the census 
also counted houses, instal- 
lations. farm equipment and 
crops and surveyed the 
social status of people and 
the distribution of the work- 
force. 

The paper said October’s 
census would “have a spe- 
cial significance in drawing 


up future plans to achieve 
economic growth" in Iraq, 
hit by the stringent U.N. 
sanctions. 

Newspapers said the gov- 
ernment had banned fami- 
lies and civil servants from 
moving from one province 
to another until the census 
was over. 

The census will be carried 
out in 18 Iraqi govemorates 
except the three northern 
provinces, outside the con- 
trol of the central govern- 
ment since 1991. 

Quoting a United Nations 
report. the Baghdad 
Observer said Iraq would 
have a population of 20.4 
million by the year 2000 
and 462 by the year 2025. 


PFLP denounces 
Sharon- Abbas meeting 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — The 
Popular Front for die Libera- 
tion of Palestine (PFLP) of 
George Habash on Sunday 
condemned a meeting 
between former Israeli general 
Ariel Sharon and a leading 
Palestinian official 

Maher Taber, spokesman for 
the Damascus-based PFLP, 
said in a statement the PFLP 
“strongly denounces the meet- 
ing with die criminal Sharon, 
who earned out die Sabra and 
Shatila massacres and has 
Palestinian blood on his 
hands.” 

An Israeli inquiry found 
then- Defence Minister Sharon 


“indirectly” responsible for 
the 19S2 massacre of Pales- 
tinians in the Sabra and Shati' 
la refugee camps in Beirut. 

Mr. Sharon, the national 
infrastnicture minister whose 
“hawkish” views towards the 
Palestinians are well-known, 
met secretly on June 16 with 
Mahmuod Abbas, the number 
two in the Palestinian Nation- 
al Authority (PNA). accord- 
ing to Lsraeli television. 

It was the first meeting 
between a senior Palestinian 
official and the 69-vear-old 
Mr. Sharon, who just two 
weeks ago described Palestin- 
ian President Yasser .Arafat as 


V 


a “war criminal.” 

In his statement. Mr. Tahcr ^ 
said; “Wc wonder what (.die 
(PNA) expects to obtain front 
Mr. Sharon except for more 
■J utilisation' anil colonisation 
of Palestinian land.” 

The PFLP opposes Mr. 
Arafat’s autonomy agree- 
ments with IsracL 
kmeii-PalcNtiniju! peace 
talks have been suspended 
since Israel began building a 
settlement for 30.000 Jews in 
Arab east Jerusalem in mid- 
March. 


Iraqi 

parliament 
speaker 
visits Russia 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
Parliament Speaker Saadoun 
Hammadi left for Moscow on 
Sunday to brief Russian lead- 
ers on Iraq's troubled rela- 
tions with fee United Nations, 
the official news agency INA 
said. 

Ml Hammadi will also dis- 
cuss the delays in implemen- 
tation of the U.N. oti-for-food 
accord. 

The U.N. Security Council, 
including Russia, warned on 
June 21 of unspecified new 
sanctions again st Baghdad 
unless it grants full access to 
U.N. inspectors eliminating 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction. 

On the oil-for-food front. 
Iraq accuses the United States 
of delaying food and medical 
imports under the humanitar- 
ian exemption to the U.N. 
sanctions in force since 1990. 
. The crippling sanctions 
were imposed after Iraq's 
August 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


Elections held for 3 
new Lebanese MPs 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Elec- 
tions were held Sunday in 
Lebanon for three parlia- 
mentary seats where voting 
irregularities were ruled to 
have occurred during last 
year's legislative polls. 

The interior ministry said 
54 per cent of the 64.000 
electors turned out in the 
Jbail region north of Beirut 
to elect a Maronite Christ- 
ian deputy. 

The figure was two per 
cent higher than the turnout 
during the polls in August 
and September last year, 
said an election official. 

However, only around 1 8 
per cent of the 600.000 
electors in the northern 
Lebanon region turned out 
Sunday to elect a Maronite 
deputy and a Sunni Muslim 
deputy, said the ministry'. 

The turnout in the region 
during last year's polls was 


put at 40 per cent. 

Police said voting passed 
off in both regions in a rel- 
atively quiet manner, with 
only the odd scuffle report- 
ed at a few polling booths. 

Lebanon's constitutional 
court ordered new elections 
for the three seats after rul- 
ing that some candidates 
had been elected through 
counting errors and that 
unfair pressure had been 
put on voters in some areas. 

There are 12S seats in the 
Lebanese parliament, 
divided along confessional 
lines. Critics say the system 
is weighted towards pro- 
Syrian candidates. 

Syria is the main power 
broker in Lebanon, where it 
stations 35.000 troops and 
security agents. 

The interior ministry said 
the results of the polls were 
expected on Monday. 


Iran not seeking nuclear weapons, wants 
Gulf defence pacts, senior general says 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iran is 
not trying to acquire 
nuclear or chemical 
weapons, and is ready to 
sign defence pacts with 
Gulf neighbours to prove it 
has no expansionist aims in 
the region, a senior Iranian 
general said Sunday. 

“We are seeking to 
expand our defence capa- 
bility. but we have no 
desire to acquire banned 
weapons such as nuclear 
bombs and chemical 
weapons.” said General 
Mohsen Rezai. bead of 
Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards. 

Mr. Rezai told the Key- 
han International newspa- 
per that Iran is already pro- 
ducing most of the 
weapons that it needed, 
including sophisticated 


anti-tank rockets and short- 
and medium-range mis- 
siles. 

“Iran has no expansionist 
desires and we want peace- 
ful coexistence with our 
neighbours ... Now we are 
ready to sign security and 
defence pacts with our 
Arab neighbours in the Per- 
sian Gulf " be added 

In recent months both the 
United States and Israel 
have warned that Iran is 
building up its military 
arsenal with long-range 
missiles and weapons of 
mass destruction. 

Last week General Bin- 
ford Peay, the commander 
of the 22,000 U.S. troops 
stationed in the Gulf, said 
Iran could acquire nuclear 
weapons by the year 2000. 

Mr. Rezai called on all 


U.S. forces to leave the 
region, and warned that 
Iran would defend itself 
vigorously if attacked 

"Let me send a clear mes- 
sage to the Americans: the 
Persian Gulf is our region. 
They have to leave our 
region. We have vital inter- 
ests in the Persian Gulf and 
we are going to defend our 
interests. 

“Iran will never start a 
war. But if Americans one 
day decide to attack us ... 
we will turn the region into 
a slaughterhouse for them," 
he said. 

Mr. Rezai again repeated 
the official Iranian line that 
the country had no role in 
the bombing of a U.S. mili- 
tary establishment in east- 
ern Saudi Arabia last year 
in which 19 U.S. service- 


men died 

Iran begins Gulf drills 


Meanwhile, the official 
IRNA news agency. Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards, 
known as Pasdaran, and 
regular army forces began 
four days of exercises in 
the Gulf on Sunday. 

The agency said the 
manoeuvres were aimed at 
“raising the level of combat 
capability of the forces tak- 
ing part-” 

The Iranian military 
holds around 40 exercises a 
year in the Gulf and the Sea 
of Oman. 

The United States has 
deployed around 22,000 
troops in the Gulf region 
since the end of the 1991 
Gulf war. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Saudi, Egyptian FMs to meet 


CAIRO (AFP) — The foreign ministers of Saudi /Arabia 
and Egvpt are to meet here Thursday to discuss the cri- 
sis in "the Middle East peace process and other issues, 
foreign ministry officials said Sunday. .An official said 
Prince Saud A1 Faisal, the Saudi foreign minister, and his 
Egyptian counterpart Amr Musa will discuss ‘The situa- 
tion in the Middle East and the Gulf, obstacles to rite 
peace process and the efforts being made to save it.” The 
Saudi -Egyptian committee which they head will also 
discuss the question of Egyptian workers in Saudi Ara- 
bia and "how to guarantee the rights of both sides." the 
official said. Nearly one million Egyptians work in 
Saudi .Arabia. Many of them complain about working 
conditions and restrictions imposed upon them such as 
the system of '‘guarantees'* which requires them to have 
a Saudi sponsor to whom they hand over part of their 
salary- Mr. Musa and Prince Faisal will also discuss 
bilateral cooperation, particularly how to boost econom- 
ic ties. 


Football match degenerates into death 


ALEXANDRIA (AFP) — A brawl during a children's 
football match sparked a clash between two families that 
left a seven-year-old boy dead. 20 cow s burned alive and 
nearly $20,000 of damage. Wael and Nasser, both aged 
seven, started fighting during a friendly match in the 
streets of a village near the Mediterranean city of 
Alexandria, said the A1 Juinhouriyah government daily. 
The following day members of young Nasser's family 
stormed into the house of Wael Mohammed Ali and 
killed the youngster to avenge their child's honour, said 
the paper. Ali’s family retaliated by attacking Nasser's 
famil y with firearms and clubs.” injuring several people. 
They also burned down three buildings belonging to the 
rival family, killing 20 prize cows and causing $17,600 
of damage, said the paper. Police have launched a man- 
hunt for several members of both families who have 
gone into hiding. 


Israeli army responds to Palestinian fire 


RAMALLAH (AFP) — Seven Fire trucks from the 
Israeli army responded Sunday to a large Fire at a Pales- 
tinian mattress factory in the West Bank town of Ramal- 
lah, witnesses said. The Palestinians requested the Israeli 
aid when their fire fighters were unable to control the 
blaze, said Saeb Nassar. an official with the Ramallah 
self-rule authority. No injuries were reported hut damage 
was estimated at millions of dollars from the fire that 
quickly spread from the Smoom mattress factory to a 
textile factory next door in the Ramallah industrial zone. 
The Israeli fire trucks, which helped put out the blaze, 
responded from Jerusalem. 


$7 million worth of drugs seized 


DUBAI (AP) — Authorities broke a five-man drug ring 
and seized more than 51 kilogrammes of hallucinogens, 
the KhaJeej Times reported Sunday. Three nationals 
from an unnamed Gulf country, an Iranian and a Syrian 
were arrested after police found the tablets hidden in fur- 
niture shipped to Dubai from Turkey in March, the paper 
said. It did not say when the arrests took place. The pills 
were worth 27 million dirhams, the English-language 
paper said. The Emirates can impose the death penalty 
on convicted drug traffickers and dealers. 
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CHURCHES 

; St. Mary of Nazareth Church 

Swdfieh, Tel. 810740 



Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

632785. 

SL Joseph Church Tel. 624590 
Church of the Annunicatioa 
Tel. 637440. 

De la Salle Church Tel. 661757. 
Tara Sanaa Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Tel. 652S26. 
Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 775261. 

St. Ephrahn Church TeL 77 1 75 1 . 
Amman International Church 
Tel. 5516245 

Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Tel. 824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Church of Nazarene TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 

in Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin Catholics Parish TeL 

614190. 


meru of Meteorology 
A slight rise in temperatures will 
take place and temperatures will 
be 3-4 degrees above seasonal 
average. In Aqaba, it will be hot 
and winds northerly moderate. 
Seas will be calm. 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman._ 19/33 

Aqaba..„ 25/40 

Deserts 17/36 

Jordan Valley. .22/39 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 31. Aqaba 39 Humidity 
readings; Amman 34 per cent 
Aqaba 27 percent 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 


AMMAiN: 

Dc Abbas Al Hakim „. 

Dr. Arafat Ashhab 

Dr. AymanAIMuhtaseb 
Dr. Jamal Jbarah - 

Firas pharmacy 


Ferdows pharmacy 

AlAsema pharmacy — 


.885446 

.602507 

S7574S 

..847351 

.661912 

-778336 

.637055 


Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy — -644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy .637660 

Najib pharmacy _ 847632 

CRB ID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanu 2814S4 

AJ Quds pharmacy ( — ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Ya'coubAJKhatib ..991772 
Khalifeh pharmacy -.985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre. 6371 1 1 

CM Defence Department. 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

— 630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency -199 

Rescue ftJke_192, 621 1 1 1, 637777 

Fire Brigade -6I710I 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Pblice 896390 

Public Security Dept 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Seuoqge Ctiqafcsis -897467 


r— w;-.y-v'=i 


v---- 


2H0 Beirut (ME) 

22:15. Cairo (MSI 

23:30 Athens (QA) 


Amman Municipality Complaints 
— 787111 


Telephone Information (directory 

assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs - .623101 

Abdali Tel. Repairs. 661 101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority ......... .680100 

J. Electricity Authority 815615 

Electric Power Co_ .636381 

RI Flight Information -08-53200 
Queen Alia IntL Airport 08-53200 


Al-Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Marica - -.89161 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital -602240/50 

AmaJ Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govl Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

.(09)900560 


Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khali di Maternity 644281/6 


Akileh Maternity 64244 1 /2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity .-642362 

Malhas, 3. Amman. .636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

Shipeisani Hospital .....-.-669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital —667227/9 
The Islamic, Abdali —.666126/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AI-Muhajreen — 777101/3 


[RBID: 

Princess Bosnia Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02)272275 

fen Al Nafees Hospital 


— (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)31 4111 

FOR THE TRAVF I T ET? 
QUEEN ALIA 

international 

airport 


This information is supplied by 


Royal Jordanian (RJi information 
department at the Queen Alia hirer- 
national Airport Tel. (08)53200-5. 
where it should always be verified. 
Information on other fliglus can be 
supplied on phone OS (52700). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

- Damascus (RJ) 

SanaaiRJi 

09:30 - Jeddah (RJ) 

00:43 New Delhi (RJ ) 

11H20 -.—Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJi 

10:23 — Beirut (RJi 

17:10 Riyadh (Rj) 

} 7 ;J? - -Cairo (RJ) 

17:30 London (RJ) 

17:40 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

“? 10 — Bangkok, Doha (RJ t 

- Casablanca t.RJ) 

04:10 Jakarta. Kuala Lumpur (RJ i 

Other Flights 

| 0:4 f - Khartoum (SD) 

- -Bahrain (GF) 

.Vienna (OS) 

£*! -Td Aviv (LY) 

Dubai (EK) 

Paris, Damascus (AFi 


01 :20 —Amsterdam. Damascus (KL) : 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights ! 

06:45 Beirut (RJ) 
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,5: « 1 - Bahrain (GFV: 
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21:10 .Tel Aviv (LY); 

231 J 5 Cairo ( MS) 1 

23:5:1 Damascus. Paris (AFj 

02:30 Amsterdam (KLU 

04:00 Athens (OAH 
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Prince inaugurates Special Services Centre for the Blind 



HRH Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid inspects new equipment in Braille, connected to a type- 
writer which enables sight-impaired students to type text either in Arabic or English 
which the sighted read as ordinary print (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Prince Ra'd Ben Zeid Sun- 
day inaugurated a Special 
Sendees Centre for the 
Blind at the University of 
> * Jordan. 

He expressed apprecia- 
tion to the Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB) 
which provided new 
equipment for the centre. 

At the opening ceremo- 
ny, Prince Ra'd stated that 
the centre would guide 
blind students in rheir uni- 
versity courses and serve 
as a nucleus for a library 
for the blind. 

New aid proffered for the 
centre consists of equip- 
ment in Braille, connected 
to a typewriter to enable 
sight-impaired students to 
type a text either in Arabic 
or English which the sight- 
ed read as ordinary print, 
according to Prince Ra’d. 

Ten such machines have 
been bought through IDB 
funding and will be dis- 
tributed to institutions 
which cater to the blind in 
order that those who use 
them might achieve self- 
reliance. he added. 

Prince Ra'd, who has a 
history of working to pro- 
mote self-reliance among 
the disabled, announced 
that in compliance with 
directives from His 


Majesty King Hussein, a 
special escalator will be 
installed at the entrance of 
the Royal Court for the 
benefit of the disabled who 
have been, heretofore, 
physically carried into the 
building. 

In the next few weeks, he 
said, a similar lift will be 
installed ar Parliament and 


the Ministry of Public 
Works and Housing is 
undertaking the project at 
the cost of JD 60,000. 

Furthermore, the Prince 
explained that work is now 
underway for the installa- 
tion of special equipment 
at the traffic lights to sig- 
nal to the blind whether 
these are green or red 


lights. 

Dean of the Department 
of Student Affairs Dr. 
Salman Bedour. 

announced that 27 stu- 
dents will now benefit 
from the new centre. 

University President 

Fawzi Gharaibeh and other 
officials were present at 
the ceremony. 


Executive tourism 
programme renewed 

AMMAN (Petra) — During Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali’s visit to Tunisia, which ended Saturday, 
the two countries renewed an executive tourism pro- 
gramme for the period of 1997-1999. according to Min- 
ister of Tourism and Antiquities Akel Biltaji Sunday. 

He described the executive programme as calling for 
joint marketing the two countries in the Far East, 
Japan and the Americas through the national airlines 
or both countries. 

The programme also provides for bilateral participa- 
tion in international tourist exhibitions to be devel- 
oped in a complementary manner rather than a com- 
petitive one, according to the minister. 

The programme stipulates an exchange of expertise 
concerning hotel classification, quality control of tra- 
ditional crafts and industries, and the convening of 
tourist exhibitions in Tunisia and Jordan. Mr. Biltaji 
explained. 

The two sides will also organise tourism-awareness 
campaigns to highlight the attractions of the other’s 
country and develop hotel training colleges, he added. 

They will also decree Aqaba and the Tunisian city of 
Hammamat as ‘twin cities’ as well as Jerash and 
Carthage and will provide incentives to the private 
sector to implement other tourism activities, according 
to the minister. 

Mr. Biltaji accompanied Dr. Majali on the official 
visit to Tunisia and described the two sides as allo- 
cating prominence to questions related to tourism. 

Several meetings were held to fix us on the training 
of cadres for employment in tourist-related fields such 
as hotel management as well as joint marketing the 
two countries on both regional and international lev- 
els. 

The two sides resolved to commence preparations 
for the Jordanian -Tunisian Higher Joint Committee 
meeting scheduled to take place in Tunis next year. 


WHAT’S GOING 
ON 

FRENCH-ARAB FILM FESTIVAL 

* “Machado” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 
pjn. 

EXHIBITIONS 

♦"Silver Jewelry exhibition” will be held at the Jordan 
Design and Trade Centre of Noor A1 Hussein Founda- 
tion. until July 20th. 


♦Karim Rasin's works will be displayed at Orient 
Gallery, until July 10. 




■ ♦Works by Namat A1 Naser at Institute Cervantes, 
Jabal Amman, until June 30. 


- *r Paintings by contemporary Iraqi artists entitled 
■“Ecology and Environment in Iraqi Art'’ at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Fine Arts, until July 12 (except Tues- 
days). 


* Spring Exhibition of Plastic An *97 at Greaier 
Amman Municipality, Ras AJ ‘Ain, until June 30. 


♦"Contemporary Arab Artists Exhibition.” shows work 
of 60 Arab artists, at Darat A1 Funun. Jabal Weibdeh, 
until July 24. 


: * “Biyoot Min A1 Salt," shows works by Mohammad 
jalous at A! Taqadom Association-Dabouq, A1 Hummar, 
until June 30. 



Peace Corps volunteers 
gear up for nature work 


By Tanya Habjouqa 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The first 
Peace Corps mission in Jor- 
dan is focusing on commu- 
nity and environmental 
development, working with 
three prominent non-gov- 
ernmental organisations 
(NGOs) within the King- 
dom. Peace Corps Country 
Director Larry Bartlett stat- 
ed. ' 

Three volunteers have 
been selected to merge their 
skills with the Royal Soci- 
ety for the Conservation of 
Nature (RSCN) over the 
next two years, Mr. Bartlett 
stated. 

The volunteers will be 
treated as regular RSCN 
staff, with the exception of 
receiving a salary. RSCN 
Director General Khaled 
Irani said Sunday. 

“Working together, we 
hope to broaden staff per- 
spective and establish a 
mutual flow of ideas, infor- 
mation and contacts,” he 
told the Jordan Times. 

The two biologists and 
zoologist will be stationed 
in the Shaumari, Mujib, 
and Dana reserves by the 
end of July, according to 
Mr. Irani. 

“We hope that the inter- 
mingling of different per- 
spectives and culture will 
build both the language and 
experience of our staff,” he 
asserted. 

While RSCN rangers are 
experts at their work, a 
shared expertise could 
mutually build both skills 
and understanding for the 
RSCN staff as well as the 
Peace Corps volunteers. 
Mr. Irani explained. 

“Our work is pioneering 
in this region and provides 
volunteers a chance to 
apply what they learned in 
the university.” he added. 

The volunteers are to con- 
clude a three-day RSCN 
orientation today and will 
return to their host families 
to complete intensive Ara- 
bic courses, he added. 

The remaining 24 volun- 
teers will work with the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment. Noor A1 Hussein 
Foundation, and the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 
opment (QAF), Mr. Bartlett 
said. 

The RSCN is a primary 
example of how the Peace 
Corps will operate in Jor- 
dan, he stated. 

“Volunteers’ day to day 
work will be supervised by 
Jordanian organisations,” 
he explained. “We are 
responsible for the health 
and safety of our volun- 
teers.” 

The 27 volunteers include 
20 women and seven men. 
including four married cou- 
ples, he said. 

‘This is due to the fact 
that we are working largely 
with women's organisa- 


tions and they specifically 
requested female volun- 
teers.” he added. 

According to Peace 
Corps Project Manager 
Reem Aslan, certain volun- 
teers have already been 
selected to work with the 
Ministry of Social Devel- 
opment in a youth rehabili- 
tation centre and in three 
schools for the deaf. 

“We- can address commu- 
nity ; ’needs through social 
projects.” Ms. Aslan 
explained. 

Volunteers are currently 
residing with host families 
in villages surrounding 
Madaba. learning both Ara- 
bic and [being exposed to] 
Jordanian culture, Mr. 
Bartlett said. 

“Many Jordanian families' 
already consider the volun- 
teers as their adopted chil- 
dren," he said. 

He said that Minister of 
Social Development 
Mohammed Mamser had 
personally thanked the host 
families for the care they 
have extended to the volun- 
teers. 

“This is not just a lan- 
guage class but a personal 
social experience." he said. 
"It teaches Jordanians 
about Americans on a 
human level — as opposed 
to a governmental one — 
and vice-versa.” 

When the Jordan Times 
asked whether the Peace 
Corps had experienced any 
cynicism and distrust in 
regards to their mission 
from any Jordanians, Mr. 
Bartlett said that a few had 
exhibited doubts. 

He attributed the mistrust 
to the name of the agency 
in that certain Jordanians 
might connect the Peace 
Corps with the Middle East 
peace process. 

“But we hope to build a 
relationship between Jorda- 
nians and Americans.” he 
stressed. “When the volun- 
teers return home, we hope 
they will speak of the hos- 
pitality they experienced, 
and about their adopted 
families.” 

Jordan represents the 
132nd country where Peace 
Corps volunteers have 
served since its establish- 
ment in 1961. 

The Jordanian govern- 
ment and the Peace Corps 
signed an agreement in 
October of last year stipu- 
lating its establishment in 
the Kingdom. 

The Peace Corps pledges 
to provide assistance in 
education, health and nutri- 
tion. agriculture, environ- 
ment. and small business 
development in developing 
countries. 

The next group of volun- 
teers will arrive next year, 
Mr. Bartlett concluded. 

The current volunteers 
will leave for their respec- 
tive sites after an inaugural 
ceremony on July 23rd. 


Psychiatrists testify in Dakamseh case 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Tunes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The trial of Corporal 
Ahmad Dakamseh, the Jordanian sol- 
dier accused of killing seven Israeli 
schoolgirls in March, Sunday shifted 
significantly when psychiatrists testi- 
fied that the defendant might have not 
been aware of his actions when he 
shot the students. 

The psychiatrists, testifying for the 
defence, did not examine the defen- 
dant but said that individuals with a 
personality disorder, such as the one 
they feel Cpl. Dakamseh suffers, are 
unable to plan their actions but rather 
act impulsively without taking conse- 
quences into consideration. 

They further added that when pro- 
voked, these persons are possessed of 
instantaneous reactions and that “their 
hands act before their minds." 

Two psychiatric experts, appointed 
by the court to examine the defendant, 
following a prosecution witness’ testi- 
mony that Cpl. Dakamseh suffered a 
personality disorder, last week 
affirmed that the suspect was, indeed, 
possessed of an anti-social mental 
neurosis. 

“In the moment of the action, these 
individuals do not distinguish right 
from wrong,” Mohammad Hazyimeh, 
37, a former doctor at Aidon Military 
Hospital, where the defendant had 
lupdeigone treatment, said. 

Dr. Hazyimeh. who has examined 
Cpl. Dakamseh twice in the past six 
years, testified that in 1994 he com- 
pleted a medical report which 
affirmed that the defendant suffered 
from a personality disorder. 

When asked by the court the reasons 
for which he failed to recommend that 
Cpl. Dakamseh be relieved of military 
duty based on his professional diagno- 
sis, Dr. Hazyimeh m aintain ed that this 
was not his prerogative . 

“My duty is to issue the defendant a 
48-hour sick leave and send a report to 
his superiors and it is they who must 
determine whether he is fit for mili- 
tary duty or not," he said. 

Psychiatrist Lutfi Khasawneh. 60, 
cited as an example that a person suf- 
fering from an anti-social personality 
disorder might violently react to a 
slight without grasping the import of 
bis actions. 

“After [such] a person is provoked, 
be or she does not measure his or her 
actions." Dr. Khasawneh stated. 

He added that such persons might 
also suffer from a functional loss of 


consciousness and neither recognise 
time nor place. 

Dr. Khasawneh, a practising mental 
health specialist for the past 17 years, 
described an anti-social personality 
disorder as comprising symptoms 
such as extreme behaviour, loss of 
consciousness and inability to mea- 
sure actions in accordance with 
accepted societal norms. 

“Any person wbo suffers from a loss 
of conscious or confusion after [per- 
ceived] provocation is unable to react 
in a normal or reasonable manner," Dr. 
Khasawneh said. 

He explained that the patient in 
question enters a state of unconscious- 
ness and loses contact with the outside 
world and in some cases evidences a 
loss of control over his/her body, act- 
ing in a “random" manner. 

Psychologist Ahmad Khalaf, 63, 
also took the witness stand, confirm- 
ing the previous theories. 

“It is possible that Cpl Dakamseh 
shot the girls in a stage of confusion, 
resulting from provocation.” he said. 
“It is also possible that he acted while 
in this bewildered stage as the shoot- 
ing [could be considered] a symptom 
of his personality and instinctual." 

However, Dr. Khalaf described the 
period allotted for psychiatric exami- 
nation of the defendant as insufficient 
“The observation period should be 
effected 24 hours a day and last from 
four to six weeks but as I understood 
from the report the specialists exam- 
ined the defendant only four times,” 
Dr. Khalaf asserted. “This is not 
enough to accurately determine his 
mental condition.” 

He did affirm that based on psychi- 
atric reports and the circ umstanc es of 
the case, the defendant's action would 
seem to confirm that he suffers either 
from acute psychosis, hysteria or a 
state of exaggerated sensitivity to 
provocation. 

Dr. Khalaf confirmed the possibility 
that the defendant might have been 
administered a medical substance 
which would either cause him to be 
swayed by those doctors interviewing 
him or say things he would not ordi- 
narily say. 

In his testimony, CpL Dakamseh, 
26, who pleaded not guilty, alleged 
that he shot the schoolgirls on March 
13 in the Baqoura area upon provoca- 
tion, claiming that the girls made sar- 
castic gestures and laughed at him as 
he performed his prayers. ' 

The prosecution, however, is charg- 
ing- that the defendant plotted to kill 


the Israeli students and that he had 
previously considered killing Israelis 
who had visited the Baqoura area. 

The military court last week ruled to 
admit videotapes into evidence in 
which the defendant apparently admit- 
ted to various forms of sexual experi- 
mentation. 

The psychiatrists termed unethical 
the possible airing of the psychiatric 
evaluation videotapes of the defen- 
dant. Usually videotaping patients is 
done for medical purposes, they 
added, however they could be publicly 
aired with the patient’s approval. 

Previously Defence Atty. Mjalli con- 
tested the presence of the two psychi- 
atric expert witnesses who examined 
the defendant upon a court directive 
and determined, in their June 25 testi- 
mony. that Cpl. Dakamseh suffered 
from an anti-social personality disor- 
der. 

“These two witnesses are [aiding 
the] the prosecution by handing slips 
of paper to the prosecutors with ques- 
tions they should pose," Any Mjalli 
complained. 

According to the defence, the court 
is not expected to introduce the video- 
tapes “based on the psychiatric testi- 
monies [which described the projected 
move as] unethical.” 

Also during the session, the court 
beard the testimony of Major Hassan 
Bani Milhem of the Criminal Labora- 
toiy who testified that he detected 
traces of tranquillisers in the defen- 
dant’s body two days after the inci- 
dent 

Cpl. Dakamseh had told the court 
that his confessions of plotting to kill 
Israelis, detailed in the chaige sheet 
could have been accurate but that he 
felt that he was under the influence of 
sleeping pills at the rime. 

Before resting his case in Sunday’s 
five-hour court session. Defence Atty. 
Mjalli asked the court to include 
copies of local dailies in the case file 
which included a report of clashes 
which erupted in Hebron after posters 
tarnishing the image of the Prophet 
Mohammad were found glued to Arab 
shops. 

“These Israeli practices show reck- 
lessness towards the Arab Nation and 
Islam, and prove that Zionism and 
Israel aim to wipe out the Arab Nation 
and its holy cites.” Atty. Mjalli said. 

At the end of the court session, the 
.court tribunal asked the military pros- 
ecution to present its closing argument 
in the case and set July 5 for that pur- 
pose. 


Ministry circulates directives for next elections 



Minister of Interior Nathir Rashid describes new directives to be circulated to all gov- 
e mo rates covering voter registration (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — In 
order to better prepare for 
the next general elections, 
the Ministry of Interior 
Sunday circulated direc- 
tives to all governors cov- 
ering new voter registra- 
tion and the transfer of 
voter names from one dis- 
trict to another. 

Subsequent to a visit by 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali to the Min- 
istry of Interior, the min- 
istry described the new 
measures as designed to 
simplify and facilitate the 
registration process. 

Regulations on the trans- 
fer of voters names from 
one district to another are 
as follows: 

• Each district will create 
a special committee to 
receive applications for the 
transfer of voters and will 
be duly informed of any 
further developments. 

• The application for the 
district transfer must be 
submitted by the applicant 
or a family member regis- 
tered in his/her family 
book. 

• Applications for the 
district transfer must be 
submitted before August 1. 

• The applicant must 
supply proof that he or she 


is a resident of the con- 
stituency for which the 
application has been sub- 
mitted. 

• A committee will smdy 
the application and take 
the appropriate decision 
pertaining thereto. 

• A sub-committee will 
collect the applications for 
the Miaister of Interior for 
an endorsement of the 
decision. 

The regulations for the 
registration of new voters 


are as follows: 

• Committees comprised 
of three employees will be 
created in the various con- 
stituencies. 

• These committees will 
register applicant names 
whose bearer must not be 
under 19 years as of July 
31, as indicated by the 
information provided in 
the family book. 

• The applicant must 
submit a copy of the fami- 
ly book attached to the 
application. 


• A special committee 
will examine the applica- 
tion and implement the 
necessary procedures. 

The prime minister 
attended the ministry 
meeting, chaired by Minis- 
ter of Interior Nathir 
Rashid and called on the 
ministry staff and gover- 
nors in the various districts 
to facilitate voting regis- 
tration. 

The meeting was attend- 
ed by senior ministry offi- 
cials and governors. 


Amman prepares for increased urban endeavours 


AMMANfJ.T.) — Construction on 
two tunnels at the Third Circle in 
Jabal Amman is proceeding according 
to schedule, and die tunnels are 
expected to be ready for vehicle traffic 
on July 10. Amman Mayor Mamdouh 
Abbadi announced Sunday. 

The project is expected to cost JD 1 
million and reduce delays at the junc- 
ture ■ to a maximum of 18 seconds, 
down from the previous 70 seconds. 

The first tunnel will connect die 
Second Circle with the Fourth, while 
the second will connect Ras A1 Ain 
Street with the street leading to die 
Philadelphia Hotel, the mayor 
affirmed. 

A survey conducted by the Greater 
Amman ■ Municipality (GAM) 
revealed that nearly 70 per cent of all 
the city's traffic passes through these 
points. 


According to Dr. Abbadi, the 
municipality opted to dig tunnels to 
ease traffic rather than building expen- 
sive bridges. 

In a statement to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, the mayor discussed 
work currently in progress to build a 
tunnel 180 metres in length and 15 
metres wide to link the Wadi Had- 
dadeb district with downtown 

Amman. 

Forty metres have already been dug, 
he stated. 

This tunnel, estimated to cost JD 3 
to JD 4 million is expected to be com- 
pleted in November, the mayor said. 

A Jordanian and Italian consortium 
is undertaking the project. 

Digging tunnels is an optimal form 
of construction for Amm an as the city 
is spread over hilly areas. Dr Abbadi 
explained. 


The tunnel at Wadi Haddadeh is to 
ease traffic congestion on King Faisal 
street downtown so that the munici- 
pality might create a plaza with foun- 
tains in its centre where a number of 
archaeological and historic sites are 
located, he stated, citing the Roman 
Amphitheatre as an example. 

The plaza is to be constructed on 140 
dunums of land extending 1.4 kilome- 
tres in length and 100 metres wide, the 
mayor maintained. 

lie municipality has developed 
designs for cultural, recreational and 
tourist centres in the heart of the canl 
tal, he said. p 

According to Dr. Abbadi, this area 
includes the city hall building, inaugu 
rated by His Majesty King Hussein 
last year, as well as. a municipal build- 
ing, a cultural centre, a -museum and a 
public garden. 





4 World News 


Jordan Times, Monday, June 30, 1997 





Sri Lankan Navy destroys 


rebel boats off east coast 


COLOMBO (R) — The Sri 
Lankan Navy sank four 
Tamil Tiger guerrilla boats 
when it intercepted a rebel 
flotilla off the east coast of 
this Indian Ocean island, 
military officials in the east 
said Sunday. 

They said the navy at- 
tacked the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) 
boats late Saturday near 
Pulmoddai, north of Trin- 
comalee, which lies some 
260 kilometres east of the 
capital Colombo. 

The boats were reportedly 
carrying reinforcements to 
the rebel's northern Wanni 
stronghold, currently under 
assault by government 
forces. 

Two rebel boats were also 
damaged in the attack while 
one escaped, the officials 
said. 

It was not immediately 
known how many rebels 
were killed in the battle. 

The LTTE'S spokesman 
in London was not immedi- 
ately available for com- 
ment. 

The navy sank seven rebel 
boats last month, when it 
intercepted another rebel 
flotilla also believed to be 
carrying reinforcements. 
Military officials at th e time 
said up to 50 LTTE rebels 
were killed in the battle off 
Kokkilai, 260 kilometres 
northeast of Colombo. 

Meanwhile, a Defence 
Ministry statement said 


Sunday that five rebels were 
killed in a battle with a mil- 
itary patrol near the north- 
eastern town of Nedunkeni, 
which was captured last 
month by troops as part of 
Operation Jaya Sikuru or 
Sure of Victory. 

The offensive into the 
rebels’ stronghold in the 
Wanni region began in May. 

The Independent Island 
newspaper said Saturday 
that the Sri Lankan Army 
had halted its advance into 
the northern brush jungles 
of the Wanni after suffering 
heavy losses in two counter- 
attacks by separatists. 

It said the army, which has 
suffered almost 300 troop 
deaths at the hands of the 
rebels this month, has tem- 
porarily called off the oper- 
ation aimed at opening a 
crucial northern highway 
linking the government- 
held town of Vavuniya to 
the Jaffna Peninsula. 

Vavuniya is some 220 
kilometres north of Colom- 
bo while Jaffna is some 100 
kilometres farther north. 

But a Defence Ministry 
spokesman denied the ad- 
vance had been halted. 
“Troops are consolidating. 
They are dominating ahead 
of their defences. But the 
offensive has not been 
stalled. 

“When the time is right 
for them to move again, 
they will advance," the 
spokesman said. 


State radio quoted Deputy 
Defence Minister Anumd- 
dha Rarwatte as saying Sun- 
day that the troops would 
continue to flush out the re- 
bels in the nort hern r egion. 

“Terrorists (LTTE) were 
launching sporadic attacks, 
but the troops will take con- 
trol of the highway.” Mr. 
Ratwat te sai d. 

The LTTE who are fight- 
ing for an. independent 

homeland for minority 

Tamils in Sri Lanka’s north 
and east, attacked the armed 
forces twice within two 
weeks, causing heavy losses 
to both sides. 

The government says 
more than 50,000 people 
have been killed in the war, 
now in its 14th year. The 
LTTE say the toll is higher. 

Tamil rebels Sunday ac- 
cused the “international 
community” of “unwitting- 
ly supporting” the govern- 
ment’s military campaign in 
the nort h of t he country. 

The LTTE said security 
forces were involved in an 
“intricate programme of 
expansionism” to take over 
Tamil regions and convert 
them into areas of the major- 
ity Sinhalese community. 

“The Sinhala nation... 
engaged in an intricate pro- 
gramme of expansionism 
into Tamil territory, with the 
unwining approval of many 
in the international commu- 
nity,” Tigers said in a state- 
ment from its London of- 


fice. 

“This is why it is correct 
to refer to Sri Lanka’s war 
as a ‘war on Tamils’,” the 
Tigers s aid. 

The LTTE had said the 
“international community” 
seemed to have adjusted to 
the Sri Lankan govern- 
ment's military strategy that 
involved “mass rounding up 
of people.” 

“The ritual rounding up 
and interrogation of Tamils 
in this archaic fashion ought 
to prompt foreign diplomats 
and observers to re -consider 
their patience with Sri 
Lanka’s military strategy. 

“Indeed, it is disturbing 
the extent to which the in- 
ternational community 
seems to have adjusted to 
this state of affairs as ‘nor- 
maT and tolerable,” the 
LTTE said. 

Two weeks earlier, the 
LTTE accused the United 
Nations High Commission 
for Refugees of failing to 
help civilians displaced by a 
military operation in the 
northwest of the country 
where troops wrested con- 
trol of a road earlier held by 
the Tigers. 

The Tiger rebels have 
accused the government of 
indiscriminate attacks 
against civilians and say the 
ban on journalists travelling 
to rebel-held areas has been 
successful in preventing 
reports about the plight of 
civilians. 


Treasury reportedly calls on British 


government to axe Eurofighter 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
Treasury has called on the 
British government to aban- 
don the Eurofighter defence 
project as part of its effort to 
control public spending, the 
Observer reported Sunday. 

Treasury sources told die 
weekly that cancelling Bri- 
tain's £ 16-billion (S25-biI- 
iion) commitment to the 
project is an option being 
considered by the Trea- 
sury’s review of all spend- 


Meanwhile the German 
Defence Ministry Sunday 
strongly denied claims in 
the weekly Der Spiegel that 
the plane's electronic con- 
trol system had serious 
faults. 

The latest issue of the 


ing programmes 
The 


Observer said the 
Treasury would be delight- 
ed if the long-delayed Eu- 
ropean fighter project final- 
ly collapsed. 

“We are hoping the Ger- 
mans pull the plug on it,” a 
source told the paper. Bonn 
is due to make its final deci- 
sion on production of the 
plane by July 11, amid bud- 
get problems for the gov- 
ernment of Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl and opposition 
Social Democrat demands 
that the project be scrapped. 


newsmagazine, quoting ex- 
perts, claimed that the sys- 
tem reacted so slowly that 
the aircraft could n<*t be ta- 
ken up to maximum speed 

The onboard computer 
system required total revi- 
sion, the weekly said, while 
the British-designed radar 
was so imprecise that the 
pilot could not judge 
whether a target was a sin- 
gle plane or a formation. 

The German Defence 
Ministry described the 
report as erroneous, alleg- 
ing that politicians opposed 
to the project were behind 
the misinformation. 

“The current stage of 
development is in line with 
plans, the integration of the 
avionics is progressing 


according to those plans, 
and the Defence Ministry 
has no infoimation on a fail- 
ure of the flight electronics 
and computers to meet re- 
quirements/' a statement 
said. 

The ministry said the 
seven Eurofighter proto- 
types had flown for 370 
hours without incident. The 
onboard radar was operat- 
ing according to the devel- 
opment programme. 

“The criteria for technical 
development have been 
met," the ministry added. 
“There is no reason to put 
off a decision on purchase." 

The Eurofighier — an air 
defence and air superiority 
fighter that can also be used 
for ground attacks — has 
been tangled up in political 
rivalry and controversy 
since it was first mooted in 
1983. 

Four nations are involved 
in its development — Bri- 
tain, Germany, Italy and 
Spain. 
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35 feared dead in Pakistan landslide 


PESHAWAR (AFP) — Thirty-five people 
are feared dead in a massive landslide that 
hit a remote village in northwest Pakistan, 
newspapers reported Sunday. 

The Jang daily said 35 people were feared 
to have been killed and 19 bodies had been 
recovered from the rubble. The slide was 
triggered when lightning struck a hillside, 
the newspaper said. 

Local officials had earlier said 24 people 


were killed when the landslide Friday night 
crashed onto several homes in remote Kund 
Bajir village, located about 240 kilometres 
north of Peshawar. 

Residents said Sunday there was little 
hope of finding any survivors among those 
still missing and believed to be buried 
under the mound of earth and boulders. 

Rescue and recovejy operations were 
underway, authorities said. 


Indian premier is only waiting 


for fresh elections — analyst 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Indian Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral has become 
politically weaker after just 
two months in office and is 
resigned to facing fresh elec- 
tions. analysts said Sunday. 

Hemmed in by allies as well 
as an aggressive Hindu 
Nationalist opposition, the 
besieged prime minister was 
unlikely to last more than 
three or six months, analyst 

G. V.L. Narasiraha Rao said. 

“His authority is already in 

doubL” Mr. Rao told AFP. “It 
is going to suffer in coming 
months. 

“He is functioning as a care- 
taker prime minister. He 
knows it” 

Mr. Gujral. 77, became the 
consensus prime minister of 
the minority United Front 
government in April after the 
coalition squabbled to elect a 
successor to his predecessor, 

H. D. Deve Gowda. 

But a section of Mr. Guj- 
ral’s faction-ridden Janata Dal 
(People’s Party), including its 
tainted President Laloo 


Prasad Yadav, has turned 
against him. Mr. Ya-dav had 
lobbied to make Mr. Gujral 
the prime minister. 

A belligerent Ml Yadav has 
defied Mr. Gujral 's appeal to 
resign as chief minister of the 
eastern stale of Bihar after 
being charged with corrup- 
tion, and has dared the prime 
minister to sack him. 

The issue has snowballed 
into the biggest crisis for Mr. 
GujraL It has divided both the 
Janata Dal and the United 
Front coalition, whose Com- 
munist partners are dead set 
against Mr. Yadav. 

The main opposition and 
Hindu Nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) has de- 
manded that Mr. Gujral 
should either act over Ml 
Y adav or quit. 

A Communist leader in the 
government admitted Mr. 
Gujral was in a mess. 

“Gujral should act (against 
Mr. Yadav),” the leader said 
on condition of anonymity. “It 
is a political problem and 
should be resolved politically. 


He (Mr. Gujral) should not 
have allowed the problem to 
fester. 

“Now Gujral looks too 
weak to act against his own 
colleague, that to someone 
who has lost all moral author- 
ity after being accused of cor- 
ruption.” 

Besides the Yadav affair, 
Mr. Gujral also faces stiff 
opposition from Communists 
and the Congress (I) Party, 
which keeps him in power, to 
his plan to cut subsidies and 
hike the price of petroleum 
products. 

His Defence Minister 
Mualayam Singh Yadav has 
drifted away from him, while 
two regional parties in his 
fragile coalition have been 
attacking each other publicly. 

Mr. Yadav's critics within 
the Janata Dal also have no 
love for Ml GujraL 

Mr. Gujral's Party has only 
46 members in the 545-seat 
parliament and 180-member 
United From. The Congress 
tried to form its own coalition 
in April but failed. 


BRAZZAVILLE (AP) — 
Government soldiers de- 
fended the runway of the 
strategic Brazzaville airport 
after losing the control 
tower to private militiamen, 
a militia spokesman said. 

Both sides have claimed 
control of the airport in re- 
cent days, but heavy fight- 
ing in the area has made 
clear that neither President 
Pascal Lissouba nor former 
dictator Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso has the advantage. 

Valentine Olezzongo, a 
spokesman for Sassou- 
Nguesso, said Saturday that 
the government controlled 
one end of the runway, 
while his m i l i t i a, known as 
the Cobras, held the control 
tower and an adjacent 
building that until last week 
had been the headquarters 
of a French military evacua- 
tion team. 

The French pulled out 
after helping nearly 6.000 
foreigners flee the Repub- 
lic of Congo’s civil war. 
Since their departure, the 
airport north of downtown 
Brazzaville — crucial to 
bringing in supplies and 
possible reinforcements — 
has been the main battle- 
ground. 

The sound of mortar fire 
could be beard around the 
airport Saturday. 

A 14-member mediation 
committee that included 
representatives of Mr. 
Lissouba and Mr. Sassou- 
Nguesso said in a statement 
Saturday that both sides had 
agreed to a peace plan call- 
ing for a ceasefire, a gov- 
ernment of national unity to 
prepare for and oversee 
planned presidential elec- 
tions, and the deployment 
of foreign peacekeepers in 
the Republic of Congo. 

But with no let-up in the 
fighting Saturday, a day 
after the agreement was to 
have been struck, it was 
unclear whether Mr. 
Lissouba or Mr. Sassou- 
Nguesso felt bound by the 
committee's decisions. 

‘It’s absurd to continue 
this fighting,” he said in an 
interview. “We vigorously 
deplore this painful situa- 
tion.” 

War broke out when Mr. 
Lissouba sent troops to dis- 
arm Mr. Sassou-Nguesso’s 
Cobras, saying he wanted to 
avoid any disruption of 
elections scheduled July 27. 


Teenage suspect’s arrest in murder case shocksj^apan 


KOBE (AFP) — The arrest of a 14-year-old boy for 
beheading a handicapped teenager in an upmarket 
Japanese suburb left the nation relieved and bewil- 
dered Sunday following a month-long hunt on a tra 
of bizarre clues. 


“I have mixed feelings- Why a junior high school stu- 
dent?,” Prime Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto told 
reporters In Tokyo. “I bate it because I have children 


of his age.” n 

In the search for the killer, police systematically 
called door-to-door at 2^00 houses in the residential 
area of Snma, a suburb of Kobe, while frenzied media 
had been looking for a man in his 20s or even m nis 
who was reportedly seen at the crime scene in a black 


car. 


“I’ve imagined the killer to be as old as 45, said 
Terami Maeda, 34, as she waited in a crowd of onlook- 
ers Sunday for a glimpse of the suspect — who was not 
identified because of his age — as he was led away 
from the Sum a police station to the Kobe prosecutors 

office. . , 

“I wonder how the parents can raise a 1 4-year-old to 
be that cruel,” said the mother of a one-year-old baby 
girl. "Anyway, I feel relieved for now.” 

The murderer, In a cryptic hate-filled letter sent ear- 
ner to the Kobe Shimbun. expressed deep anger at 
Japan’s education system and society at large. 

And the arrest Saturday sparked an outpouring of 
so ul-searching about how such a grisly murder could 
occur in Japan. 

‘‘The environment of information via screens such as 
electronic games is alienating children further and fur- 
ther from reality,” the influential Asahi newspaper 
cried in an editoriaL 

The mass-circulation Yomiuri newspaper^ said the 
fact that a teenager was the alleged culprit was as 
"surprising an d shocking” as the brutal method of the 
murder itself. 

“Boys are exposed to detrimental information 
through (sexual) telephone clubs, the Internet and 
comics from early ages,” it said. 

Police said the boy had admitted to the murder of 11- 
year-old schoolboy Jun Hase, the mentally handi- 
capped son of a local doctor. They found a knife 
believed to be the murder weapon at the teenager’s 
home earlier Saturday. 

The culprit, the eldest of three brothers, was 
described by neighbours as an “ordinary boy” who 
enjoyed playing table tennis with his family but kept a 
low profile at school. 

But he was also said to have read a Japanese trans- 
lation of Unsolved Crimes based on the so-called 
Zodiac killings, a series of six unsolved murders in the 
United States in the 1960s. 

Police allege the killer was “an acquaintance” of 
Hase and strangled him on May 24. He cut off his head 
the next day on a hill near Hase’s elementary school. 

On May 27, the sixth grader’s severed head was 
found at the gate of the junior high school where the 
arrested teenager went to school Base’s headless 
body was discovered later the same day on the hOL 

Residents also found a headless pigeon near the same 
school in early May and two dead cats, whose limbs 
were mutilated, at .the school gate a few days before 
Hase's head was found. 

Police also found a bizarre note in the victim's 
month. 

The note contained Chinese characters including 
those meaning “rose,” "wine,” and “devil.” It also con- 
tained defiant messages such as “can you stop me?” 



Japanese police have arrested a 14-year-old boy on sus- 
picion of murdering II -year-old schoolboy Jun Hase 
who is seen in the file photo. The suspect was arrested 
in the city of Kobe in western Japan where the behead- 
ing of the ll-year-old boy took place on May 27, 1997 
(Reuter photo) 


and U I eiyoy killing people.” 

It referred to victims as ‘‘vegetables” and warned the 
murder was “the beginning of a game.” 

The writer then threatened to murder three new vic- 
tims a week in a letter sent to the local newspaper in 
early June. 

“It is a big mistake to think I am a baby criminal 
who can only kill children/’ the note said. “I can feel at 
ease and be freed from habitual hatred only when I am 


killing. Only other people's pain can case my pain.' 
The brutal murder shocked th 


the nation and led to a 
run on sales of security alarms and special media cov- 
erage of anti-crime goods. Television networks 
refrained from airing scenes containing images of sev- 
ered heads. 

Some 500 police bad been patrolling the area since 
Hase’s death, while community groups guarded chil- 
dren going to school. 

News reports said the arrested teenager was also 
implicated in attacks on two elementary school girls in 
Siuna in March. One of the girls was beaten to death 
and the other was stabbed with a knife and seriously 
injured. 

After 36 fearful days, children were seen returning 
Sunday to parks and school yards in warm sunshine 
after a typhoon swept across japan. 

“Parents may feel relieved. But children are still wor- 
ried,” said a 47-yeai^old father while his son played 
soccer at the elementary school where Hase had been a 
student 


A 
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Typhoon fizzles out; 2 dead, 1 missing in Japan 


TOKYO (AFP) — Typhoon 
Peter fizzled out Sunday 
after cutting across the Ja- 
panese islands into the Paci- 
fic overnight, leaving three 
people dead or missing and 
38 injured in heavy winds 
and downpour. 

One U.S. Marine was 
killed and another missing 
after they jumped into a rag- 
ing river near the U.S. 
Marine Corps base of Iwa- 
kuni, near the southern Japa- 
nese city of Hiroshima, po- 
lice said. 

The National Police Agen- 
cy said two trains were de- 
railed, injuring at least 23 
passengers and conductors. 

A 44-year-old nurse 
drowned after falling into a 
swelling river in Oita prefec- 
ture on the southern main 
island of Kyushu after the 
typhoon slammed into the 
main Japanese archipelago 
from the East China Sea 
mid-Saturday. 


Three U.S. Marines 
jumped into a river in Iwa- 
kuni, police said. One was 
found drowned later and 
another remained unaccout- 
ed for Sunday. 

“Five Marines were play- 
ing on the riverside and three 
of them jumped into the 
river for the fun of it,” an 
Iwakuni police spokesman 
said. “They were not under 
the influence of alcohol or 
anything.” 

The unseasonal typhoon 
dwindled into a depression 
early Sunday after swerving 
out to the Pacific through 
Fukusbima, north of Tokyo, 
at a speed of about 85 kilo- 
metres per hour, the Meteo- 
rological Agency said. 

It destroyed one house and 
damaged 20 others while 
flooding 177 houses, the 
National Police Agency said. 
It also triggered 101 land- 
slides, damaged roads at six 
points and led a river to crest 


at one point. 

It was the eighth typhoon 
spawned in the northwestern 
Pacific this year and second 
to hit Japan. But typhoons 
rarely reach the Japanese 
islands in June and it was the 
first time since 195 1 that wo 
typhoons hit Japan in the 
month. 

Nearly 500 airline flights 
and dozens of ferry services 
were cancelled. 

At least 12 passengers 
were injured and rushed to 
hospital after a four-car train 
carrying 40 people was 
derailed late Saturday in the 
western city of Fukuchi- 
yama, local fire department 
and police said. 

“One train car fell down 
sidelong, but passengers 
were injured only slightly,” a 
fire department official said. 

Eleven passengers were 
slightly injured when anoth- 
er train was derailed in the 
northern prefecture of Mi- 


yagi. when it slammed into a 
mudslide caused by the ty- 
phoon. local police said. Six 
domestic airlines said they 
had grounded 487 flights, 
inconveniencing an estimat- 
ed 53.000 passengers. Japan 
Airlines cancelled two inter- 
national flights between 
Kyushu’s main city, Fukuo- 
ka, and the South Korean 
capital. Seoul. 

Dozens of ferry runs, 
including regular interna- 
tional services between Fu- 
kuoka and the South Korean 
port of Pusan, were also can- 
celled. 

Train services were r 
sharply curtailed on Kyushu ■ 
Island and parts of other 
main islands such as Honshu 
and Shikoku, rail officials 
said. 

Japan[s super-express Bul- 
let Train runs were ham- 
pered on and off, disrupting 
travel plans of an estimated 
60.000 passengers. 
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Burma opposition denies foreign funding charge 

RANGOON flO — — Rnr_ hf> n/iMllrl Hin/.iirc tha I L! . ^ 


RANGOON (R) — Bur- 
ma's opposition National 
League for Democracy 
(NLD) Sunday denied 
charges made last week by 
the ruling military junta 
that the NLD had accepted 
foreign financial assis- 
tance. 

“The NLD does not 
accept foreign financial 
assistance on principle,” 
the party’s Vice-Chairman 
U Kyi Maung told a news 
conference. 

The NLD and its leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi had 
been offered foreign fund- 
ing in the past but had 
turned it down as large 
amounts of money were 
not needed to maintain the 
party, he said. 

“On a few occasions in 
the past some foreigners 
offered such financial 
donations to Daw Aung 
San Suu Kyi and she 
turned them down. Why 
do we need such large 
sums of money while we 
can live within our 
means?” Mr. U Kyi 
Maung added. 

Mr. U Kyi Maung said 


he would discuss the issue 
with Ms. Aung San Suu 
Kyi. the Nobel Peace 
Laureate and party leader, 
but felt confident that the 
party had adhered to its 
previous commitments not 
to accept foreign funding. 

“I don’t think she would 
have taken it because it is 
against our principles. I 
am not even sure whether 
such financial assistance 
was really offered or not,” 
he said. 

Secretary One, Lieute- 
nant General Khin Nyunt, 
of the ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) said Friday that 
the NLD had accepted 
$85,200 from two covert 
U.S. agents earlier this 
year. 

The United States, which 
imposed economic sanc- 
tions on Burma in early 
June, citing SLORC's 
“severe repression” and 
poor human rights record, 
has denied its agents were 
involved. 

Ll Gen. Khin Nyunt also 
linked the NLD and exiled 
opposition groups to 


bombings in Rangoon in 
the last few months. 

Exiled dissident groups 
have denied the allega- 
tions which they said are 
aimed at undermining pro- 
democracy groups op- 
posed to SLORC and pro- 
viding a pretext for a fur- 
ther crackdown on democ- 
ratic activities. 

“It is clear that by its fab- 
ricated lies the SLORC is 
attempting to discredit the 
pro-democracy forces and, 
at the same time, to find a 
pretext for increasing its 
repression against " the 
NLD and Daw Aung San 
Suu Kyi/’ the self-pro- 
claimed Burmese govern- 
ment in exile, the National 
Coalition Government of 
the Union of Burma, said 
Saturday. 

Ms. Suu Kyi’s NLD won 
an election by a landslide 

si nor 90 ’ which the 

oLURC never recognised. 

In recent months support- 
ers have been denied 
access to Ms. Suu Kyi’s 
house by the government 
and opposition gatherings 
have been foiled by gov- 


ernment arrests of party 
members. 

Mr. U Kyi Maung also de- 
nied recent speculation that 
the NLD may rejoin a gov- 
ernment-appointed national 
convention to draft a new 
constitution for Burma. 

“But we asked them 
whether they had changed 
their procedures in orders* 
that we can join it.” he saitLv ; - 

He said the NLD still 
refused to rejoin the gather- 
ing in protest against princf* 
pies laid down by the 
SLORC at the convention 
which said the military 
would hold 25 per cent of 
the seats in any future par- 
liament. would retain, the 
right to retake power when- 
ever it deemed necessary, 
and that the future Burmese 
president would be an ex- 
mil itarv officer. 

’ NLD angered die 
SLORC by walking out of 
the convention in late 1995. 
after Ms. Suu Kyi was : 
released from six years of . 
house arrest. The convey 
tion has been meeting infrfr//- 
quently and the last meeting 
was held in March 1996. 
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Serbian opposition breaks 
up as Draskovic goes it alone 


BELGRADE (AFP) — The 
opposition coalition which 
forced Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic to con- 
cede its victories in local 
elections four months ago 
was in ruins Sunday after 
leader Vuk Draskovic said 
his party would go it alone 
in future polls. 

Mr. Draskovic told a con- 
vention of his Serb Renewal 
Party that the party would 
fight the forthcoming leg- 
islative and presidential 
elections in Serbia without 
the other two members of 
the Together Coalition. 

Mr. Draskovic, who was 
reelected head of the party, 
blamed the other two part- 
ners, the Democratic Party 
of Belgrade Mayor Zoran 
Djindjic and the civic al- 
liance of Vesna Pesic, for 
the break-up of the coali- 
tion. 


The decision came as little 
surprise, as the coalition 
had been clearly heading for 
collapse for several weeks, 
largely due to rivalry bet- 
ween Mr. Draskovic and 
Mr. Djindjic. 

The leaders no longer met, 
but insulted each other 
through the media and in 
communiques, to the disap- 
pointment of their support- 
ers. 

The first signs of dis- 
agreement began to appear 
during the 88 days of mass 
anti-government demon- 
strations after the faked No- 
vember local elections 
which brought Belgrade to a 
halt. Mr. Draskovic said. 

Mr. Djindjic had a secret 
meeting at the time with Mr. 
Milosevic but only revealed 
it two months later. He has 
also refused to back Mr. 
Draskovic for the upcoming 


presidential elections, and 
has demanded that the coa- 
lition be enlarged. 

Mr. Draskovic also wants 
to see the monarchy res- 
tored in Serbia, telling the 
convention Saturday that it 
was the best way to bring 
democracy to the state. 

Mr. Djindjic was present 
at the convention, saying it 
was a matter of “good polit- 
ical manners and to main- 
tain a minimum of coordi- 
nation to obtain better elec- 
toral conditions.” 

Otherwise, he said, a de- 
mocratic Serbia would be 
the great loser. 

The collapse of the coali- 
tion has enabled Mr. Milo- 
sevic and his party' to regain 
influence after the serious 
setback caused by the 
demonstrations of last win- 
ter. 

Mr. Milosevic has won 


the backing of the ruling 
party in Montenegro, the 
junior partner with Serbia in 
the Yugoslav Federation, for 
his bid to become president 
of Yugoslavia. 

The mandate of President 
Zoran Lilic runs out Wed- 
nesday, but no session of the 
federal parliament has been 
scheduled to elect his suc- 
cessor, even though Mr. 
Milosevic is the only candi- 
date. 

The end of the Together 
Coalition cannot help but 
disappoint the hundreds of 
thousands who marched in 
Belgrade to force the Mr. 
Milosevic regime to recog- 
nise opposition victories in 
the local elections. 

“Together should pay for 
the shoes we wore out dur- 
ing the 88 days of protest,” 
one militant said. 


Albanian President Sail Berisha greets supporters when getting into bis car after he voted in a central Tirana 
polling station Sunday. Albania held its general elections three months after the collapsed Pyramid schemes pushed 
the country into armed turmoil (Reuter photo) 

Albanians vote in hope of halting chaos 


TIRANA (R) — Albanians 
voted Sunday in a general 
■ -..election seen as a crucial 
step towards restoring order 
. in a country racked by 
months of violence. 

European nations and the 
United States, which have 
sent hundreds of observers 
to monitor the poll, hope the 
election will restore politi- 
cal stability after more than 
1.500 people were killed in 
months of disorder sparked 
by the collapse of Pyramid 
investment schemes. 

The Organisation for Se- 
curity and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE), which is 
helping Albanian authorities 
run the poll, said Saturday 
that voting would go ahead 
even though ballots had yet 
to arrive in some remote 
polling stations. 

“Some polling stations 
may open late’ but sorrt&f- 
may not even open at all“' p 
OSCE election coordinator ' ‘ 
•£Tony Welch said, adding 
tbar these were expected to 
be small stations deep 
inside mountainous territory 
with just a handful of vot- 
ers. 

The OSCE and other 
international bodies such as 
the council of Europe have 


already signalled that Al- 
bania's fourth multi-party 
poll since the collapse of 
communism in 1990 was 
unlikely to meet all the stan- 
dards of a free and fair elec- 
tion. 

The election campaign 
was conducted under a state 
of emergency imposed on 
March 2 to tty to quell the 
unrest. But a 10 p.m. to 5 
a.m. curfew has been lifted 
just for election day. 

The poll, being held just 
13 months after a general 
election widely regarded as 
seriously flawed pits Pre- 
sident Sali Berisha’s De- 
mocrats against the Socia- 
list Party and more than 20 
other political parties. 

The Democrats are de- 
fending the 122 seats, out of 
a total of 155, they won in 
£ the 1996 election. More 
ir than a thousand candidates 
are competing for 115 seats 
'contested in a majority vote, 
while 40 other seats will be 
shared out through a pro- 
portional system. 

Voters were also being 
asked in a referendum whe- 
ther they favoured restoring 
the monarchy. But few peo- 
ple believe exiled King Le- 
ka. who has toured the 


country extensively, has 
much chance of returning to 
the throne. 

Western governments are 
hoping that all Albania's 
political parties will accept 
the results, but many diplo- 
mats in Tirana have their 
doubts. 

Mr. Berisha. one of the 
first to vote in a school near 
his modest apartment in 
central Tirana, insisted he 
would respect the outcome 
of the poll. _ 

“I am definitely going to 
accept the results. I will 
fully recognise the elec- 
tions," Mr. Berisha told 
reporters. 

Asked if he would step 
down if his party lost, he 
said it was too early to con- 
sider the idea of ■“cohabita- 
tion" in Albania, suggesting 
he would be unable to work 
with a leftist government if 
the result is close. 

His main political rival. 
Socialist leader Fatos Nano, 
released from jail in March 
after being convicted on 
fraud charges in 1994. also 
voted in Tirana. 

“Tomorrow will be a new 
day. a day of permanent 
peace." Mr. Nano told 
reporters. “It will be a day 


when we should urgently 
begin the rebuilding of 
institutions, of the economy, 
and the restoration of order 
and calm.” 

Much of the south of the 
country remains outside go- 
vernment control and bring- 
ing order back to the region 
remains one of the biggest 
problems facing any new 
administration. 

In the southern Adriatic 
port of Sarande, voters 
queued up early to cast their 
ballot with international 
monitors looking on and 
armoured vehicles posted 
on the outskirts of the town. 

Local electoral committee 
members said some prob- 
lems had arisen with a few 
people who had registered 
but could not find then- 
names on the register. 

“We don't expect trouble 
here. We ' all -know -each 
other.” said Odhisea Dashi, 
a local election official in 
the village of Cuka. 10 kilo- 
metres outside Sarande. 

In the port of Vlore, the 
focal point of unrest in 
March, and in the town of 
Gjirokaster near the Greek 
border, voting got underway 
in a reasonably calm atmos- 
phere. correspondents said. 


9,000 Afghan refugees cross into Turkmenistan 


ALMATY <Ri — At least 
9,000 Afghan refugees have 
fled to Turkmenistan from 
war-tom areas of northern 
Afghanistan in the last 
week, a senior aid official 
said Sunday. 

"The figure is accurate.” 
Bob McKerrow, the head of 
the Almaty-based regional 
mission of the International 
Federation of Red Cross 
; and Red Crescent Societies, 
told Reuters. 

He said the refugees were 
concentrated in three loca- 
tions in a desert urea on the 
Afghan-Turkmen border. 

The statement faxed to 
Reuters earlier Sunday from 
the federation's headquar- 
ters said the refugees had 
fled from fighting in the 
town of Mari Chak on the 
Afghan side of the Murgab 
River. 

Forces of Uzbek General 
Abdul Malik are fighting in 
northern Afghanistan 
against the purist Islamic 


Taleban militia, which con- 
trols most of the country 
and is battling to regain 
control of major strategic 
points in the north lost to 
opposition troops last 
month. 

Former Soviet republics 
neighbouring Afghanistan 
have voiced concern that 
the fighting between Isla- 
mic Taleban militia and 
local warlords for control 
over northern Afghanistan 
would trigger an exodus of 
civilians, but no major 
influx of refugees had been 
reported so far. 

“The sources that we have 
show quite clearly that the 
(refugee) influx is the result 
of fighting between the 
Taleban and what is loosely 
known as Malik's forces.” 
Mr. McKerrow said. 

“Turkmen authorities 
allowed the refugees into a 
no man's land on the Turk- 
men side of the border 
Monday last week to escape 


serious fighting on the 
Afghan side,” the statement 
said. 

It said the refugees were 
suffering from high temper- 
atures reaching a sweltering 
45 degrees Celsius (113 
Fahrenheit) in the shade. 

‘‘Some of the refugees 
have war wounds, including 
a child shot while fetching 
water. The refugee popula- 
tion includes 4(3 pregnant 
women and 50 women who 
gave birth in the past 
week." the statement said. 

Mr. McKerrow said the 
federation's workers had 
managed to develop “rea- 
sonable" cooperation with 
the Turkmen side, including 
joint inspections of refugee 
camps. 

“The refugees—appear to 
have enough supplies to last 
one week. The international 
federation is making ar- 
rangements to send food, 
tents and medical supplies 
to the area within the next 


two days,” the statement 
said. 

Meanwhile, Taleban mili- 
tiamen have repulsed five 
opposition attacks in the 
past four days in the north- 
ern province of Kunduz. the 
Afghan Islamic Press (AEP) 
reported Saturday, quoting 
Taleban officials. 

The private information 
service quoted the unidenti- 
fied officials as saying the 
Islamic militia had killed 16 
opposition troops and suf- 
fered 16 dead in its own 
ranks during the clashes. 

The officials told the Pa- 
kistan-based agency that 
218 opposition fighters, 
including four commanders, 
had been captured by the 
Taleban troops. 

The main Kunduz City in 
the northern province, 
which has the same name, 

‘ was bombed twice by an 
opposition jet Saturday. AIP 
said, adding that there was 
no report of casualties. 


Soldiers accused of killing civilians in Sierra Leone 


FREETOWN ( AP) — Soldiers killed at least 25 villagers in 
southern Sierra Leone, according to witnesses who reached 
the capital Saturday after fleeing a region that has been a 
center of opposition to the country's new military junta. 

violence has continued since last month's military coup, 
despite pledges by military leader Major Johnny Paul 
Koroma that he will restore order in a country just emerg- 
ing from six years of civil war. 

The witnesses, who spoke on condition of anonymity, 
said the dead included the father of Vice-President Joseph 
Demby, who along with President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah 
was ousted by low- ranking soldiers last month. The attacks 
occuned Thursday night in villages near Bo, a town that 
holds the military headquarters town near the Liberian bor- 
der, 240 kilometres southwest of Freetown. 

Maj. Koroma took over Sierra Leone last month after being 
freed in a raid by soldiers on a Freetown prison. Maj. Koro- 
ma and eight co-defendants had been jailed since September 
on charges of conspiring to overthrow Mr. Kabbah. 

Both Mr. Kabbah and Mr. Demby are in exile in neigh- 
bouring Guinea. 

Thousands of refugees have streamed from Sierra Leone 
into Liberia in recent days bringing reports of fighting 
along the Liberian border between the Sierra Leonean army 
and the Kamajor, a militia backing the ousted government. 
!j_' Maj. Koroma's junta has refused to comment on the fight- 


Refugees from the Bo area told reporters in Freetown that 
soldiers were apparently searching for Kamajor fighters 
when they surrounded the home of Albert Sani Demby, a tra- 
ditional chief. The soldiers took the chief from his compound 
and shot him in the stomach, killing him. witnesses said. 

The soldiers then attacked two other villages, killing 
another chief and at least 25 other civilians, witnesses said. 

In addition to those reports Saturday, the independent 
newspaper Voice of the People said unidentified attackers 
firing automatic rifles, grenade launchers and mortars 
forced all the residents of Moyamba to flee the town last 
week. Moyamba, 190 kilometres south of Freetown, was a 
stronghold of Mr. Kabbah's Sierra Leone People's Party. 

Maj. Koroma has portrayed himself as committed to 
peace, and accused Mr. Kabbah of retreating from a truce 
agreement with the Revolutionary United Front (RUF). The 
RUF. which fought a series of Sierra Leonean governments 
beginning in 1991, has thrown its support to Maj. Koroma. 

In a statement Saturday, Maj. Koroma's Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council (AFRC) asked neighboring coun- 
tries to reconsider efforts to isolate the military regime. 

After meeting in Guinea last week, 14 African foreign 
secretaries recommended negotiations, economic sanctions 
and even force as possible means of restoring Mr. Kabbah 
to power in Sierra Leone. 


Mir space N. Korea expected to agree 
crew to preparatory peace talks 


prepares 
for repair 
work 


MOSCOW (R) — An 
American and two Rus- 
sians spent a quiet night on 
their damaged space sta- 
tion Mir and were busy 
Sunday preparing for diffi- 
cult repairs which will in- 
volve a spacewalk, a 
spokeswoman for the mis- 
sion control said. 

“Michael Foale, Vasily 
Tsibliyev and Alexander 
Lazutkin went to bed at 
8.00 p.m ( 1600 GMT) and 
the control equipment 
showed their sleep was 
' undisturbed until mom- 
; ing," she said. 

“From the morning; the 
three resumed dismantling 
some secondary equipment 
in the crowded station 
clearing the space- needed 
to don their spaoesuits,” 
added the spokeswoman 
contacted by telephone in 
the Mission Control head- 
quarters outside Moscow. 

Mir lost between 30 and 
40 per cent of its electric 
power potential after colli- 
sion with an unmanned 
cargo craft Progress during 
manual docking training 
Wednesday. A scientific 
module Spektr ealier 
docked to Mir was dam- 
aged during the collision. 

The U.S. physicist Foale, 
40, Commander Tsibliyev, 
43, and Flight Engineer 
Lazutkin, 39. were due to 
check bow the station’s 
batteries were charging and 
try to increase their oxygen 
supply. 

The spokeswoman said 
additional systems were 
being activated as Mir's 
batteries charge including 
the station's toilet and the 
greenhouse. 

The two Russians will 
don spaces u its to enter the 
Spektr scientific module, 
holed by a cargo craft dur- 
ing docking manoeuvres, 
while Mr. Foale sits in the 
escape capsule for safety. 

They will have to install 
a modified hatch in 
Spektr 's doorway so that 
cables can be connected to 
tap electricity from the 
module's solar arrays. 

According to officials 
from the U.S. space agency 
NASA, if the hatch to 
Spektr cannot be resealed, 
the crew will have to aban- 
don ship. 

Vladimir Solovyov, who 
is responsible for flight 
coordination at the mission 
control said Saturday a car- 
go craft would be launched 
on July 5 to take equipment 
to Mir. He expected the 
repairs to be doDe between 
July 10 and 14. 

Mr. Tsibliyev has voiced 
some doubts about the 
risky repairs that lie ahead 
after the worst accident of 
Mir’s 1 1 years in space. 

“I have never done this 
kind of work. Without trai- 
ning. it will not be possible 
to do this job,” he said Sa- 
turday. But Mr. Solovyov 
said die cosmonauts will be 
offered all assistance. 


NEW YORK (AFP) — The 
United Stales was to meet 
here Monday with North 
and South Korea, with 
Pyongyang expected to an- 
nounce that it will join pre- 
paratory negotiations on a 
permanent Korean peace 
treaty. 

North Korean Deputy 
Foreign Minister Kim Kye- 
Gwan. U.S. Assistant Sec- 
retary of State Charles Kart- 
man. and South Korean 
Assistant Foreign Minister 
Song Young-Shik were to 
lead" their respective delega- 
tions to talks at the New 
York Palace Hotel. 

But Korea experts re- 
mained cautious about the 
negotiations, noting the spo- 
radic nature of North Ko- 
rea's enthusiasm for the pro- 
posed peace talks and the 
vast differences that remain .. 
among die governments hit. 
volved. 

If Pyongyang does agree 
to go ahead with the peipa- 
ratory talks, it will be large- 
ly out of hunger, analysts 
say. 

“I don’t expect any break- 
throughs,” Steve Linton, a 
Korea expert and head of a 
charity that makes frequent 
visits to the reclusive Com- 
munist country, said Friday. 

"The North Koreans are 
responding at the lowest 
level just to keep aid coming 
in,” said Mr. Linton, who re- 


turned June 20 from a seven- 
day visit to Sinuiju and 
Pyongyang. 

"And North Korea, which 
by all accounts is suffering 
extreme food shortages, in- 
deed appears desperate," he 
added. 

The United Stares has 
already provided some $33 
million worth of food aid to 
North Korea and officials 
have made clear that more 
would follow when the 
United Nations makes a new 
appeal. 

One aid worker who re- 
cently visited the western 
part of North Korea told 
AFP he had seen people 
“along the train tracks, scat- 
tered around" who appeared 
to be dead or dying from 
hunger. 

But the aid official who 
asked not to be named, said 
his party saw noticeably 
fewer of those people than 
they did on a previous nip in 
may. “I think a lot of them 
may have died," he said. 

Analysts here caution that 
a previous round of talks 
here led by the same offi- 
cials ended inconclusively 
in April, despite strong indi- 
cations from the Americans 
that they believed a break- 
through was immin ent. 

Mr. Kim failed to show up 
for two of the last rounds, 
saying he was awaiting final 
instructions from Pyong- 


yang. It later became clear 
that North Korea had sought 
massive food aid as a pre- 
condition to entering peace 
talks, which the United 
States rejected. 

But the tone of a North 
Korean announcement Wed- 
nesday, made on the the an- 
niversary of the outbreak of 
the 1950-53 Korean War, 
suggested that some key 
obstacles had been removed. 

The team from Pyongyang 
“is ready to cooperate to 
produce significant results in 
those talks,” the number- two 
official at North Korea's 
U.N. mission said Wednes- 
day. 

In Seoul. South Korea’s 
Foreign Ministry said the 
meeting Monday would re- 
sult in the announcement of 
a date and place for prepara- 
tory peace ,talk^ ; including 
China,, probahly.in Geneva, 
or New York in August. 

Robert Manning, an Asia 
scholar at the Progressive 
Policy Institute here, said 
the New York talks would 
likely focus on an agenda for 
the eventual four-party 
peace talks. 

North and South Korea 
fought to a bitter stalemate 
in 1953, eventually signing 
an armistice rather than a 
peace treaty and agreeing to 
divide the peninsula into a 
Communist North and capi- 
talist South. 


Virus in Malaysia claims 30th child victim 


KUALA LUMPUR (R) — 
A fatal airborne virus has 
claimed its 30th child. vic- 
tim with international med- 
ical experts still unable to 
identify the mysterious 
killer, local newspapers said 
Sunday. 

The eight-month-old vic- 
tim died from acute viral 
myocarditis, or heart in- 
flammation, in a hospital 
Saturday in the Sarawak 
logging town of Sibu or* 
Borneo Island, the Sunday 
Star newspaper reported 

The child was admitted to 
a nearby : hospital Monday 
with only a fever ' and 


cough, hospital authorities 
were quoted as saying. 

All of the fatalities have 
been children in Sarawak 
and all have died of viral 
myocarditis linked to what 
health officials here say is a 
lethal strain of the Cox- 
sackie Virus. 

Eighteen of the 30 victims 
were from Sarawak’s Chi- 
nese co mmuni ty. 

The outbreak of Coxsa- 
ckie has caused hundreds of 
cases of the relatively be- 
nign foot-and-mouth dis- 
ease in Sarawak and penin- 
sular Malaysia, but has also 
led to the myocarditis in 


Sarawak. 

Health Minister Chua Jui 
Meng said since May 29, 
756 children had been ad- 
mitted into hospitals with 
60 still in care, the New 
Sunday Times reported. 

Sarawak Deputy Chief 
Minister George Chan said 
more U.S. experts from At- 
lanta’s Centres for Disease 
Control iCDCj would be 
brought in to identify the 
virus. 

Apart from the CDC. the 
government has also 
brought in experts from 
Tokyo's Institute of Infec- 
tious Diseases. 


Russian investigators say train 
blast may not have been intentional 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Of- 
ficials investigating a blast 
which killed five people on 
a Moscow-Saint Petersburg 
express train now believe it 
was unlikely to have been a 
“terrorist attack,” ITAR- 
TASS news agency report- 
ed. 

Viktor Korzhakov, deputy 
head of the North-Western 
Interior Transportation De- 
partment, was quoted as sa- 
ying investigators had 
found no one on the list of 
passengers whom they sus- 
pected of having intention- 
ally set off the blast. 

He said officials were 
now looking into the possi- 
bility that the explosion was 
a suicide or caused by the 
improper handling of an 
explosive device. 

Mr. Korzhkov noted that 
the damage caused by the 
blast indicated the bomb 
was most probably not 
homemade. 

Four people. were killed 


immediately when a bomb 
went off in a washroom on 
the busy Number 24 train 
Friday about 200 kilometres 
from Sl Petersburg, bet- 
ween Okulovka and Bolo- 
goy stations. 

The fifth died in hospital 
where 11 injured travellers 
were being treated, the Rus- 
sian Ministry for Emergen- 
cy situations said. 

Investigators suspected 
the bomb had power equal 
to 200 to 400 grammes of 
TNT. 

But the blast — on a train 
that is typically crowded 
during the summer months 
— ■ m ade many Russians 
fear an upsurge in bomb 
attacks in public places. 

Since the collapse of the 
Sorfet Union, followed by 
the chaotic rise of a mar ket 
economy, homemade ex- 
plosive devices have be- 
come commonplace in Rus- 
sia, notably for underworld 
settling of accounts. 


Railways Minister Niko- 
lai Aksenenko, at the scene, 
called upon Russia security 
forces to “cany out very se- 
rious work” to avoid repeat 
incidents. 

Otherwise, he said a 
“psychosis of bomb at- 
tacks” would hit Russia. 

Last November, a bomb 
attack at a Moscow ceme- 
tery, related to a settling of 
accounts, killed 14 people 
after a summer of terror 
in the Russian capital. 

On June 11, 1996, a bomb 
attack in the Moscow sub- 
way killed four and injured 
11. no one claimed respon- 
sibility. 

Many people were injured 
when two bombs went off a 
month later on a trolleybus. 

Other bombings happened 
last spring in trains or sta- 
tions in the Caucasus, with 
two dying in Piatigorsk 
Station and two others in 
Armavir Station. 
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Sensible proposal 

THE ANNOUNCEMENT by Deputy Prime 
Minister for Development Affairs Jawad Ananf that 
the government is considering selling some of its 
shares in public companies, destined to be priva- 
tised, to state employees, civil servants and people 
with little savings is a very imaginative move that 
will address many of the imbalances created by 
decades of government intervention in the econom- 
ic process and the fears of many people who suspect 
that public entities might end up in the hands of the 
wealthy few. 

Dr. Ananl said the government plans to sell 33 per 
cent of its shares in government-owned entities, 
starting with the Jordan Cement Factories 
Company, and that the revenue will be used to set 
up a special “fund for the future generations." The 
interests of the fund, the minister said, will be 
invested in developmental projects that would bene- 
fit the poor. 

Among the other public entities that the govern- 
ment aims to sell all or part of are the Arab Potash 
Company, the Jordan Public Transport 
Corporation, Royal Jordanian, the Aqaba Railway 
Corporation and the Jordan Tourism and Spa 
Complex. 

What is missing from the list is the media organi- 
sations such as Jordan Radio and Television and the 
newspapers. Without turning these too into private 
or at least autonomous bodies, there will be no room 
for creativity, ingenuity and competitiveness. 

Many die-hard socialists and opposition figures in 
the country oppose the government drive of privati- 
sation for fear that all so-called strategic industries, 
like mining, media and transport, would end up in 
the hands of the few financial elite who might not 
have the good of the average man at heart. That 
argument has proven true in many experiments all 
over the world. But by involving as many people as 
possible in owning shares in the new companies, the 
government would create a new economic atmos- 
phere conducive to increased productivity and effi- 
ciency. 

What remains to be seen is whether the govern- 
ment will put in motion the whole process of pri- 
vatisation soon and whether it will go ahead with its 
plan to sell some of its shares to the less fortunate. 
The intention of doing so in itself needs to be com- 
mended and encouraged. What the government 
needs to do meanwhile, is devise the appropriate 
mechanism for involving low-income people in the 
franchise. 

In this regard, it is suspected that only very few 
civil servants have any savings in their bank 
accounts. Thus, and since the revenues from the sale 
of the government shares will go to the 
“Generations Fund.” employees and low-income 
people could be sold the bulk of their shares on cred- 
it provided they settle their accounts later from the 
profit they make on those shares. This could be one 
consideration. But we are sure our economists and 
bureaucrats can come up with many more formulas 
to address the issue. What is important at the 
moment is to turn Dr. Anani's proposal into a bind- 
ing commitment. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

FAHED FANEK, a writer for A1 Ra'i, said that it is in the 
interest of the Palestinians to resume negotiations with 
Israel in order to secure the restoration of their lost lands, 
but the Netanyahu government has an interest in blocking 
these negotiations by any means. The Israelis stopped ; 
negotiations once, following the suicide attacks in Tel 
Aviv, while the Palestinians halted them after Israel start- 
ed building the settlement on Jabal Abu Ghneim, said the 
writer. He added that neither the U.S. Middle East envoy 
nor the Egyptian mediator succeeded in convincing the 
two sides to return to the negotiating table; and as the time 
passes, the Palestinians are the losing party because the 
Israelis are going ahead with the settlement plans and are 
not affected in the least by the closure of the Palestinian 
territories or by the sufferings of the Palestinians. It is time 
for the Palestinian leadership to deprive Mr. Netanyahu of 
this comfortable situation and end the suffering of the 
Palestinian people, said the writer. As all other mediators 
have failed to give impetus to the peace negotiations, said 
the writer, one can only hope that King Hussein will step 
in and end the deadlock. The writer said that King Hussein 
is eligible to do that since he has a great influence on the 
Israeli public which is the only power that can influence 
Mr. Netanyahu's moves. 

A WRITER for AI Dustour said that Baghdad indirectly 
benefits from Turkey's incursions in its northern territory 
while Ankara and Tel Aviv have a direct interest in the mil- 
itary operations against the Kurds. Oreib Rintawi said 
Turkey's military, which is opposed to the Islamists, 
whose power has been on the increase, is diverting the 
Turkish public opinion towards an external issue and try- 
ing to gain popularity in Turkey for its fight against the 
Kurds who. they claim, have been causing a severe 
headache to the Turks. As for Israel, said the writer, it is in 
its own interest to divert the world public attention from its 
illegal practices against the Palestinians and its settlement 
programmes and continued occupation of Arab lands by 
stirring new troubles in other spots in the Middle East 
region. Regarding Iraq, he said, the Turkish invasion was 
a chance to bring to world attention the need for a lasting 
settlement that would end the embargo on it and was a 
chance for the Kurds to seek to return to the Iraqi home- 
land and end their enmity towards Baghdad. The invasion, 
he added, has also precipitated Syria's steps towards rec- 
onciliation with Iraq. 


Economic Review 


By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Antitrust legislation helps 
improve competitiveness 
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the availability of new technologies and know-how 


Human Rights File 


New laws 
cannot have 
retroactive effect 


with the contents of the legislation in preparation for a 
workshop at the Amman Chamber of Industry to debate 
the law and elicit their views on the topic. 

The debate that ensued and the comments raised by 
the workshop audience illustrated not only the dissatis- 
faction of some (mainly business leaders) with any type 
of antitrust legislation but also the fact that presenting 
policy matters to the non- specialised public is still in its 
infancy. 

Legislation that is not well explained to people invari- 
ably fails; this piece of legislation is extremely impor- 
tant to the long-term health of the Jordanian economic 
growth and needs to be understood by the public and 
private sector. 

The Draft Competition Law makes it illegal for firms 
to behave in a monopolistic manner. Anti-competitive 
business practices that have become chronic in Jordan 
will be made illegal under the law. Dominant firm(s) 
that cut prices to below cost to prevent some firms from 
entering a market or competing will be prohibited from 
doing so. Competitors who agree among themselves to 
fix the price or output of a product, in other words act 
as a monopolist, will be fined and prosecuted. 
Agreements among bidders to rig bids by not bidding 
above a certain price (forming price rings) or selling the 
bidding right — a normal practice among Jordanian 
contractors — will become illegal under this law. 
Organisations that are formed to curb competition in 
price, quality or quantity are forbidden. All because 
these pacts only limit or weaken competition and create 
monopolies. 

What is so bad about monopolies? They waste 
resources because monopolists do not produce efficient- 
ly in the absence of competition. Monopolies create 
unemployment as they hire less people than competing 
firms only to produce less output. They lower wages 
because they have no incentive to produce high quality 
products and therefore hire less skilled labour: they pre- 


bents- and thev reduce the weirare or consumers wno 
are to pay hidi prices for low quality products — a 
problem that ails the Jordanian industry in general. 

In other words, by introducing more competition m 
Jordanian markets, unemployment wiU be reduced, 
wa t»es will rise and consumer welfare will increase. 

Myopic business owners have every reason to fight 
this law. especially in the short run. primarily because of 
self-interest. However, they too must be reminded that 
markets do not Slav protected forever and that some 
time in the future they too will need such a law to pro- 
tect them from the monopolistic practices of others. ftt 
the long run. it is to their advantage to have antitrust 
legislation introduced. 

Furthermore, Jordan is not singular m introducing this 
law. Every industrial nation has antitrust laws; even 
non-industrial nations and many Arab countries, includ- 
ing Egypt- have recently acquired some form of 
antitrust legislation. In fact, all countries that aspire to 
improve the competitiveness of their industries have 
long realised that this cannot be achieved without the 
advent of antitrust legislation. 

Why then the negative feeling towards this law in 
Jordan? Two primary reasons: the first is that the busi- 
ness leaders do not see. yet, the benefits of having such 
a law, the second is that the consumer has not been 
informed of the benefits of such a law. The solution for 
either case is the preparation of seminars and work- 
shops (which should be recorded professionally and 
documented in booklets or other media forms for later 
use by as many people as possible). 

Better still, more seminars and public fora are needed 
to inform immediately all parties of the intricacies of the 
antitrust legislation which are not only complex but also 
alien and practically unknown to Jordanian businesses, 
lawyers, judges, many economists and consumers. We 
have waited for this law for many years, let us not wait 
for many more. 


After the lion dances, the rest is history 


On the eve of the handover of Hong 
Kong to China , the stock market was 
booming and property prices soaring. 
The political rows between Britain and 
China showed no sign of affecting the 
colony’s progress. So was Britain right 
after all to try to inject some democracy 
into Hong Kong at the 11th hour? 


By Derek Ingram 

AS POWER in Hong Kong 
slips away from Britain to 
China at the stroke of the 
midnight hour, to quote the 
eloquent words of Prime 
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru 
on India's independence just 
50 years ago, the rest is his- 
tory. 

It is now left to the acade- 
mics to pick over the bitter 
arguments of the decolonisa- 
tion process. 

Did Britain play it right 
after the British and Chinese 
premiers of the day, 
Margaret Thatcher ad Zhao 
Ziyang, signed the 
Memorandum of 

Understanding in I9S4 that 
decreed the unique “one 
country, two systems” for- 
mula for Hong Kong? 

Was it sensible for the 
British at the last moment — 
just two years before the 
handover — to introduce 
wide-ranging democracy 

after ruling colony autocrat- 
ically for 143 years ? 

Was it reasonable to 
expect the Chinese to incor- 
porate this most powerful 
economic component as part 
of their country under a form 
of government that was sub- 
stantially different from the 
way it was in 1984? 

The so-called Basic Law 
agreed between the govern- 
ments in 1990 is clear 
enough. It says that “the 
socialist system and policies 
shall not be practised in the 
Hong Kong Special 
Administrative Region, and 
the previous capitalist sys- 
tem and way of life shall 
remain unchanged for 50 
vears.” 

r 

The Chinese argue that the 
British changed the rules 
and that what they were 
being asked to inherit in 
1997 was not what was 
agreed. 

In the early 1990s the last 
colonial governor, Chris 
Patten, set about widening 
the franchise to elect a Hong 
Kong legislature that had 
been nominated in the past. 

Beijing attacked him per- 
sonally for this. But he did 
not act alone. The authority 
came from the government 
in London. 

The new policy deeply 
divided the British diplo- 


matic establishment. Sir 
Percy Cradock, former 
ambassador to Beijing and 
adviser to Thatcher for the 
I9S4 talks, broke ranks and 
vehemently opposed the 
British move. 

One point seems clear: the 
policy was noi adopted as an 
attempt to make up for past 
political sins against the 
Hong Kong people or to put 
a better shine on British rule 
in the colony. 

The calculation was this: it 
was best to move Hong 
Kong a little way along the 
road to democracy, even at 
the last minute, in the hope 
that some of it would stick in 
the years to come and even 
influence the development 
of China as a whole. 

The Chinese plainly saw it 
as an attempt to poke 
democracy through their 
back door and they were not 
wholly wrong to do so. They 
reacted angrily, snubbing 
Patten on several occasions 
and giving him a most 
uncomfortable time. 

But the British held their 
line to the end. refusing to 
recognise the transitional 
council that Beijing assem- 
bled cheekily over the bor- 
der to make new laws even 
months before Cbina 
assumed sovereignty. 

The Chinese do not intend 
the transitional council to 
become the permanent leg- 
islative body. Within a year 
they will hold new elections 
under different rules and 
they have said the 
Democrats — members of 
the Democratic Party who 
won 19 of the 20 directly 
elected legislative seats in 
Patten’s polls — will be able 
to stand. 

The Democrats include 
fiercely independent figures 
such as Martin Lee and 
Emily Lau, and Christine 
Loh, who has now formed a 
separate party. All will be 
out of office at midnight on 
July 1, at least for the time 
being. 

But it may be that when 
the dust has settled and July 
1 is just a memory of fire- 
works, lion dances, laughter 
and teaj-s, some of Patten 
policy will have stuck. 

It has certainly not affect- 
ed optimism about Hong 
Kong’s future. The stock 


market continues to boom, 
property prices have never 
been higher and there has 
been no mass exodus of the 
privileged, although some 
have prepared boltholes 
abroad just in case some- 
thing goes wrong. 

Nor do many of the 
appointments made by 
Patten’s successor, the new 
Chief Executive Tung Chee- 
Hwa, indicate any intention 
to tear down the temple. 

Patten's number two, 
Anson Chan, remains in, 
place as chief secretary. So 
does Financial Secretary 
Donald Tsang. Andrew Li, 
the new chief justice, is 
highly respected. So are 
Elsie Leung, the Secretary 
for justice, and Lily Yam. 
the new head of the 
Independent Commission 
Against Corruption. 

Most significantly, the 
Chinese have appointed Ma 
Yuzhento head theirforeign 
ministry in Hong Kong. Ma 
is a veteran with wide expe- 
rience and understanding of 
the West. He was a popular 
ambassador in London for 
many years with wide con- 
tacts. 

What has happened in 
Hong Kong cannot be seen 
in isolation from what is 
happening on the mainland. 
Hong Kong has already 
become an economic power 
house for the mainland. Its 
aggressive entrepreneurs are 
driving along China’s devel- 
opment with mind-blowing 


speed. 

It is said that Hong Kong 
people do not care about 
politics and democracy, only 
about making money. 
However, they have grown 
up in a different and freer 
environment from that of 
China. Many are people 
whose families fled from the 
communist regimes in 
China. Their outlook is dif- 
ferent from that of the main- 
land Chinese. 

China remains a regiment- 
ed and autocratic society, 
but it is freer than it used to 
be and nothing will now stop 
it from becoming more so. It 
is still referred to as a com- 
munist country, but this is a 
misnomer. 

Although die Basic Law 
says the socialist and capi- 
talist systems will ride in 
tandem, the reality is that 
China is fast becoming capi- 
talist. It is a one-party state 
that is not really socialist in 
the original sense of the 
word and certainly not com- 
munist 

Understandably, the 
Chinese leadership fears 
political infection from 
Hong Kong that could lead 
to an erosion of its own 
power — even to multi-par- 
tyism. 

It may not have been 
wrong for Patten and Co to 
move things along a bit in 
Hong Kong. The verdict is 
for history. 

Gemini News Service 


WE IN Jordan get 
embroiled in a legal 
quandary whenever we 
adopt legislation, whether 
in the form of temporary' 
laws or otherwise, that 
purports to have a 
retroactive effect. 

Recently. we have 
adopted amendments to 
the 1993 Press and 
Publications Law that aim 
to change the status of the 
law in more than one way. 
especially with regard to 
the capital requirements 
of newspapers. 

On another front, bank- 
ing rules have also been 
amended with retroactive 
effect. And I could go on 
citing examples of new 
legal guidelines which 
aim to change the legal 
regime not only for the 
future but also for the 
past, for those who acted 
in good faith in accor- 
dance with the laws that 
exited at the time. One 
classic example is the 
change of citizenship 
rights in the wake of the 
1988 decision to break all 
legal and administrative 
relations with the West 
Bank and its people. 

All these legislative 
actions have been taken 
in a manner that is openly 
contrary to practically all 
jurisdictions that l am 
familiar with, which ban 
the retroactive application 
of new laws in a prejudi- 
cial manner. If X was a 
citizen of the country in 
1988, how could his citi- 
zenship be revoked by a 
new law? The same goes 
for a bank which estab- 
lished itself on the basis 
of an existing- law only to 


no legal problem. 

By "purporting io give 
the "new financial regula- 
tions a retroactive effect, 
so that they may apply on 
already established news- 
papers. our legislators 
mav have created a legal 
chaos in the Kingdom 
that could not be the 
mainstay of a modern 
state approaching the turn 
of the twentieth century. 

Changing the punitive 
measures on all future 
violations does not pose a 
similar problem since 
there is no element of 
retroactivity in this sense, 
but requiring a newspaper 
to increase its capital 
before it can continue to 
operate docs. 

There is now also talk 
about examining the 
legality of establishing 
professional associations 
since the Constitution 
speaks of only labour 
unions and is near silent 
on the formation of pro- 
fessional associations. 

Article 23 states that 
Jordanians have the right 
to establish free trade 
unions. Some of us would 
like to think that profes- 
sional association?- do not 
qualify as trade unions. 
There is mention in 
.Article 1 6 of the 
Constitution, though, of 
ihe right of Jordanian to 
establish "jamayiat" 
(societies), in general 
terms, which sonic would 
liberally interpret ro 
include professional asso- 
ciations. Besides, all pro- 
fessional associations 
came into reality by 
virtue of specific laws. 
Some of us are in effect 
suggesting now that these 
laws are unconstitutional! 


discover, years after, that ill, This line of legal think 
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it will have to amend its 
financial structure to meet 
new financial regulations. 
All those affected by 
these changes— . have 
acquired rights which 
cannot be taken away by 
new laws. 

Normally new enact- 
ments should have effect 
as of their publication in 
the Official Gazette and 
on all situations arising 
after the law comes into 
force. By opting for a 
legal jurisprudence that 
allows the retroactive 
application of laws we 
have developed a legal 
chaos that cannot be con- 
ducive to either a 

favourable investment 
climate or to civil and 
political norm that could 
serve as a basis for real 
stability and progress. 

The now controversial 
case in point is constitut- 
ed by the recent amend- 
ments to the Press and 
Publications Law. Had 
the drafters aimed to 
apply the new rules, 
whatever they are, from 
there on, there would be 


iqg would necessarily 
TeJJd us to the absurd con- 
clusion that only laws 
which refer to a specific 
article in the organic law 
of the land would be 
deemed constitutional. 
Yet we have laws on a 
range of issues which 
have no specific reference 
to any provision in the 
Constitution. 

We have laws on agri- 
culture. health, environ- 
ment. to name but a few, 
which cannot be anchored 
to any specific article in 
the Constitution. The fact 
that the Constitution is 
quasi-stlent on the estab- 
lishment of professional 
associations cannot there- 
fore be exploited to ques- 
tion the legality of profes- 
sional associations. 

This leads me to con- 
clude that this country is 
in urgent need for a con- 
stitutional court to pass 
judgement on all these 
and related legal issues. 
In the absence of such a 
court, there will always 
be legal chaos and uncer- 
tainty. 


LETTERS 

Inaction helps no one 


To the Editor: 


FRANCESCA ClKlACTS article “Investors air disap- 
pointment over lack of work speed at Aqaba's South 
Coast” (Jordan Times, June 16, 1997) deserves to be 
praised for capturing the sense of frustration — and 
despair — that permeates investors, both national and 
foreign, in dealing with, and hopefolly overcoming, 
government bureaucracy at high levels that tends to 


enthusiasm to push the project forward, addressed the 
{wEf* Abdu J Karim A1 Ka bariti, almost a 
£ Kh: ? a ^ neh stressed in ™ uncertain terms 

the importance of the project, made verv positive rec- 
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E «»"■. Despite subsequent 


retard progress and impede development. representations bv Dr subs «! ueM 

Yet. insofar as the ARAM/Pointe International joint elicit approval (W th^^v h ’ hewas unablc ® 

venture to develop a resort complex and a 36-hole golf It needs to hPmSnA TO eci rema J ns on hold> - 
course is concerned, the inference that the develop soLXt resu^n^i seH n^^' °!* °T the ma '° r 

are to blame for lack of progress is both unfair and em> of sustaining opportunities is ihe sheer lack 


course is concerned, the inference that the developers 
are to blame for lack of progress is both unfair and em> 


in.* ui piugicM js uum unrair ana em> or sustaining moment,.™ i” 7 

neous, and might have emanated from a misreading of Jordan cannSt afford ing 10 ‘T ract inv «lots, 

the situation. s the re^nn nnH — . £ “ ° blmous to developments in 

As chairman of ARAM International Investments, I Needless to rh^i? ^ re c ? tu P eie on terras, 

foresaw, and realised, more than three years ago. the partners in the v 5 . ? Inl <*naiional. ARAM’S 

true potential of Aqaba's South Coast hitherto worthwhile fore, have been tempted to swek 

tin tapped, matter of L. elsewhere. As a 

Consequently. ARAM/Pointe International undertook tion to Aaaha in poses severe eompeti- 

Jengthy negotiations with the supposedly autonomous nationally to Th? g tounsls * regionally and inter- 
Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) which culminated with The fact remain^ - J 

the latter s issuing a letter of intent in May 1995 that tunities as vES * m order to ™pitolise on oppor- 

was followed by a memorandum of understanding dur- dillv-dallvin» L crCil *d — and presented — 

mg December of the same year. The memorandum was V V t0 n ° one s S°°d should he avoided 
approved by ARA’s board and submitted to the Council 

Of Ministers for final approval, in accordance with Ali Ghnndour, 

ARA’s extantreguiations. Nothing happened Chairman, 

Dr. Fayez Khasawneh, president of ARA. in his great AKAM International Investments, 

Amman. 
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Israel 


By Robert Fisk 

^CODING on the side 
of 5= "ttlle fragment 
was difficult to read. When 
^ i sr ^ b helicopter pilot 
■* "Kket into die 

back of an ambulance in 
southern Lebanon on April 
13 last year— killing f 0ur 
small children and two 
women — it detonated into 
dozens of pieces. But the 
legend “AGM ] I4C” iden- 
tified it as a 5ft 3 in Ameri- 
can-made Hellfire — 
AGVT stands for air-to- 
ground missile — jointly 
made _ by Rockwell 
International in Duluth. 
Georgia, and by Martin 
Marietta of Orlando, Flori- 
da. And it was with this 
information that I set off to 
the United States last 
spring, in the hope to meet- 
ing the men who made the 
missile which tore to 
pieces the children and 
women in the Lebanese 
ambulance — little realis- 
ing how long my journey 
would rum out to be. 

When the Independent 
on Sunday’s “Review” 
published my interviews 
with the men from the 
companies which now 
owned the missile-makers, 
Boeing and Lockheed, our 
front cover — dominated 
3 by a photograph of the 
missile fragment — caught 
the attention of two men in 
the American and Euro- 
pean defence industries. 
One of them telephoned 
me in Beirut to say that the 
code number 04939 — 
clearly visible on the man- 
ufacturer's plate — proved 
that the missile had been 
made in the Lockheed 
Martin plant in Florida. 
The other source agreed to 
meet me in Europe with a 
list of NATO codings in his 
hand which proved that the 
Hellfire missile fired into 
the Lebanese ambulance 
had never been sold to the 
Israelis. The National 
Stock Number on the mis- 
sile fragment, he pointed 
out, was in a 4-2-3-4 digit 
sequence, the second sec- 
tion of which read “0i*\ 
The Israeli coding would 
have been “31” — “01” 
stood for the United States. 
And the letter “M” on the 
lot number suggested it 
had been sold to the U.S. 
Marine Corps. 

The Israeli pilot who tar- 
geted the ambulance in 
April last year — the 
Israelis claimed it was 
being driven by a member 
of the Hizbollah guerrilla 
movement, which was 
untrue — had in fact fired 
two missiles at the vehicle. 
One of them failed to deto- 
nate and the unexploded 
rocket revealed a complete 
set of code numbers which 
— according to our 
defence sources — proved 
chat the missile was con- 
tracted for use by the U.S. 
armed forces in 1986 and 


anus build-up — at the expense of America’s armed forces 


manufactured in 1988. It 
5™ ^ n made just in time 
for the Gulf war and. 
according to The Indepen- 
aents sources, may have 
been delivered to Israel 
immediately after the end 

of hostilities, probably by a 

U.S. marine amphibious 
craft which put imo the 
munitions pier in Haifa 
harbour in spring 1991. 

No one, of course, should 
be surprised that Israel 
uses the weaponry of its 
superpower ally. Its F-15 
fighter-bombers, its Awacs 
reconnaissance aircraft, its 
field artillery and many of 
its tanks are U.S. made: 
Washington regularly reas- 
sures Israel of its loyalty 
by announcing the sale of 
aircraft and armour to Tel 
Aviv. When Saddam Hus- 
sein fired Scud rockets at 
Israel, America installed 
Patriot anti-missile mis- 
siles to defend the country. 
Israel relies upon U.S. fire- 
power in much the same 
way as Syria depends upon 
Russian-made equipment 

— and as the Hizbollah 
needs Iran’s comparatively 
puny military largess to 
fight its war against Israeli 
occupation forces inside 
southern Lebanon. 

But the transfer of 
weaponry from U.S. 
armouries — with virtually 
no conditions attached to 
its use — is provoking 
anger among American 
military officers who 
believe that Israel’s sym- 
pathisers inside the U.S. 
administration and on 
Capitol Hill are allowing 
Israel a de facto free access 
to the armouries of Ameri- 
ca’s armed forces. The 
links between Israel and 
U.S. lawmakers — and 
armaments manufacturers 

— are now so close that 
there is no longer any pub- 
lic debate in Washington 
about the massive weapons 
transfers made to Israel or 
their use against civilian 
targets in Lebanon. When 
Lockheed was asked by 
The Independent to 
explain its policy towards 
Israel after it* targeted 
Lockheed missiles at the 
ambulance, a spokesman 
for the company said he 
had “no information” 
about the event. When we 
offered to send pho- 
tographs of the identifica- 
tion codings to Lockheed, 
the spokesman refused to 
accept them. In fact, Lock- 
heed had no interest in 
cooperating with our 
inquiry — not least 
because it is a joint partner 
in missile development 
with the Israeli Rafael 
aeronautics company. 

But it is the virtually 
unchallenged ability of 
Israel to rifle through U.S. 
military stocks that has so 
upset serving and retired 
officers in the U.S. armed 
forces who, in the course 
of a two-week Independent 



A fragment of the missile (main photo) used in the ambulance attack carries the *02* coding, 
showing it was made for ILS. armed forces. A 13-year-old girl, Manar Ai Kbaled (top), was one 
of the victims of the Hellfire missile, featured above in a corporate advertisement (Photos Najla 
Abujahjah/top and Saleh Rifai/main) 


inquiry- into arms transfers 
to Israel, spoke of their 
fury at watching thousands 
of tanks and armour taken 
from U.S. inventories over 
a period of 20 years, and 
transferred to Israel despire 
objections from the 
Department of Defence. In 
the late 1970s. according 
to one officer who was 
serving in northern 
Europe, senior military 
personnel objected to a 
vast quantity of armour 
being withdrawn . from 
Germany for transfer to 
Israel. “I was in the head- 
quarters in Germany with 
the chairman of the joint 
chiefs and he went through 
the roof," he said. “We 
were told to hand over 
hundreds of tanks at very 
short notice — and this 
was at the height of the 
cold war. We were oppo- 
site the Fulda Gap and the 
Warsaw Pact was on the 
other side and we were 
screaming that we were 
depleting our assets at a 
moment of high European 
tension. The general was 
saying ‘fuck them’ — he 
used those words — but he 
was excluded from the 
decision. The Department 
of Defence were directed 
under orders to turn over 
the tanks — we didn’t do it 
voluntarily.” 

An air force officer 


recalled how. around the 
same period, he returned to 
his naval air station in the 
l.S. after leave to discover 
half his squadron of air- 
craft being repainted with 
Israeli markings. “We only 
had 50 per cent of our 
squadron left — 1 was 
flabbergasted” he said. “I 
wasn’t consulted. I was 
told ‘they’ve got to go to 
Israel — we’re out of busi- 
ness for a while’.” Many 
serving U.S. officers sus- 
pect that Israel received 
large amounts of surplus 
U.S: weaponry after the 
1 99 1 Gulf war — as a quid 
pro quo for staying out of 
the conflict when Saddam 
fired missiles at Tel Aviv. 
Officials who served on 
the Slate Department’s 
Defence Security Assis- 
tance Agency — ultimate- 
ly responsible for transfers 
to Israel — deny this and 
General Gus Pagonis, who 
was the head of U.S. mili- 
tary logistics during the 
war against Iraq, insisted 
to us that “everything we 
took off the ships fin Saudi 
Arabia) I put back aboard 
them en route to America.” 
However. General Pago- 
nis — now head of logis- 
tics for the Sears Roebuck 
chain of department stores 
— added: “1 don’t know if 
the ships slopped any- 
where on the way.’’ A for- 


mer Marine officer said 
that he believed a ship car- 
rying U.S. Hellfire missiles 
may have been routed to 
the U.S. via the Israeli port 
of Haifa, unloading pan of 
its cargo on the munitions 
pier as pan of an “in the- 
atre” transfer of weapons to 
America’s closest ally in 
ihe Middle East. Other 
retired officers asked what 
happened to dozens of U.S. 
Army and Marine Stinger 
missiles that were officially- 
listed as “missing" in the 
Gulf in 1991. The Defence 
Depanment’s inspector 


general inventoried t>0 per 
cent of the Stinger armours 
and found that I SS of the 
missiles had disappeared. 
In the same year, the U.S. 
military’s General 

Accounting Office found 
that 2.1S5 missiles — 
Stingers. Dragon* and 
Redeye* — were apparent- 
ly missing from 1 1 U.S. 
European w eapons storage 
sites. Where did they go? 

In all. the U.S. Marines 
are recorded as. having fired 
159 Hellfire air-to-ground 
missiles during the 1991 
conflict with Iraq — almost 


the same number of mis- 
siles the Israelis fired in 
just three weeks in southern 
Lebanon Iasi year, along 
with a; lest 2,6000 shells. 
Another U.S. Gulf veteran 
recalled seeing “mites and 
miles of track containers on 
the Tapi me road in Saudi 
[which Follows the Trans 
Arabia Pipeline), loaded 
with shells and missiles — 
I know we did make trans- 
fers at about that rime, 
including :o coalition 
allies We transferred some 
missiles that were, as we 
.say, ’beginning to get to the 
end of their freshness'.” In 
fact, fi inner U.S. and serv- 
ing air force personnel sa\ 
that a number of Man in 
Marietta Hellfire missiles 
manufactured tn the laie 
i9SUs and apparent I \ taken 
to the Gulf were malfunc- 
tion Inc. hating vehicles but 
failing t»» explode on 
impact — just a*, one ol she 
Hellfircs \ dated I OSS I 

failed So explode against 
the ambulance tn southern 
Lebanon. Other He I hires 
failed to explode in 
Lebanon during this period 
and were later tounJ b\ 
Hi/hoibh guerrillas who 

loaded them onto trucks. 
They w ere presumably sent 
to Iran for examination 
“An awful lot o! shells 
are transferred to Israel .ind 
nobody know s a hell of a 
lot abom it." j U.S. defence 
analyst remarked on the 
day Israel put its latest 
request for 9S.000 artillery 
shell.* io the U.S. tins 
momh. "The military here 
is downsizing and wants to 
get rid of some ordnance 
because it’s old. But an 
equal amount of good 
material just leaves our 
stocks for Israel without a 
by-your-leaxe. It goes 
through the legal channels 
but no one reports it. no one 
questions it, no one asks 
where it’s used or how it’s 
used. And if it kills inno- 
cent folk, do you think the 
Clinton administration is 
going to make a song and 
dance about if? They’ll say 
that criticising Israel may 
‘damage the peace 
process’ . Every assurance 


has been given to Israel that 
it will not be touched.” 

.Arms transfer, lo Israel 
have to undergo a period of 
30 days’ formal notice. 
Major defence equipment 
with a value of more than 
S14m requires congression- 
al notification — amounts 
of less than Sl4tn do not. 
"Anyone on the Hill knows 
that challenging any trans- 
fers to Israel is not going to 
help their political career” 
a former army colonel 
commented. "The Israeli 
lobby is very, very power- 
ful. It\ not going to be crit- 
icised ” In I.tci. alter il used 
U.S. Navy anti-tank cluster 
bombs on civilian areas of 
west Beirut in 1982. Israel 
was taken to task in Wash- 
ington. President Reagan 
briefly held up deliveries 
from Dover Air Force Base 
ol U.S. F-15 and F-l(> 
fighter-bombers to Israel 
while congressional hear- 
ings investigated the use nf 
the cluster bombs. Bui even 
w hen classified material 
was edited out ot the final 
report of the hearings, the 
State Department refused 
to publish the full findings 
on the grot iruls that the 
entire sessions were “clas- 
sified." 

Indeed, “classified" is a 
word that occurs fairly 
often when you ask about 
weapons transfers lo Israel. 
The congressional branch 
of the National Archives 
contains numerous refer- 
ences to classified, "legally 
approved transfers’’ to 
Israel. But they are not 
open to public inspection. 
Nor was anyone in Wash- 
ington able to explain last 
week what Israel needs 
98.000 new shells for. 
Surely not to fire at Egypt 
or Jordan, its partners in 
peace. At West Bank towns 
in the event of a second, 
armed intifada, perhaps? 
Or into Lebanon this hot, 
dangerous summer? 

The Independent 


Sharansky says Israel to facilitate movement of goods to West Bank 


(Continued from page 1) 

During his tour in Al H as- 
sail Industrial City in Irbid, 
the Israeli minister visited 
joint Israeli-Jordanian textile 
ventures and said that both 
sides want to make efforts to 
ensure the success of these 
ventures. 

Jordanian and Israeli fig- 
ures indicate that there are 
about 14 joint ventures, 
worth about $20 million, 
between businessmen from 
the two countries, mainly in 
the textile sector. Most of the 
products are being sent to 
Israel to be re-exported under 
Israeli Labels. 

“In the field of joint invest- 
ment. there is a chance that 
Jordanian made products can 
be exported to the U.S. under 
the umbrella of free trade 


between Israel and the US. 
We hope that what we have 
signed [today'] will enable Al 
Hassan Industrial City to 
achieve the same privilege 
with the U.S..” Dr. Mulki 
said. 

He said both sides are eval- 
uating the progress made 
regarding the trade agree- 
ment and identifying areas 
for improvement adding that, 
during his talks with his 
Israeli counterpart, the two 
sides agreed to form “a com- 
mittee to study the areas of 
improvement and to make 
the proper suggestions for 
these improvements, so that 
we can improve the trade 
flow berween Iordan and 
Israel." 

-We discussed the matter of 
standards and we hope to 
reach an understanding on 


this issue because this is one 
of the most important barriers 
that impede trade between 
the two sides," Dr. Mulki 
said. 

Following his meeting with 
the Israeli minister. Dr. Anani 
said that be did not discuss 
Israeli security measures that 
hinder the movement of 
goods into Israel and the 
PNA areas with the Israeli 
minister. 

“We wtre in full agreement 
that there must be joint efforts 
exerted in the very near 
future in order to encourage 
the flow of goods between us 
and the Palestinian territories 
and to extenuate the trilateral 
nature and the interdepen- 
dence of trade flow among 
the three different parties.” 
Dr. Anani said. 

Mr. Sharansky, who heads 


[he Yisrael Ba-Aliyu party' 
which maintains .seven seats 
in the 120-seat Israeli Knes- 
set. welcomed a proposed 
meeting between Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
the hardline Israeli Infrastruc- 
ture Minister Ariel Sharon. 

Several members of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu’s coalition said 
that a meeting between Mr. 
Sharon and Mr. Arafat's right 
arm Mahmoud Abbas should 
be followed by another meet- 
ing with the Palestinian pres- 
ident. 

“I think our government 
and every minister is open to 
conduct meetings. I can only 
welcome this meeting and 1 
believe that we have no other 
wav but to talk, to sit togeth- 
er and to look for solutioas,” 
Mr. Sharansky said. 


Central Bank liberalises foreign exchange dealings 


‘A 


(Continued from page U 

Rajae Salfid, deputy gen- 
ral manager of the Union 
tank for Savings and 
avestment, said the con- 
ol anywhere in the world, 
ce hindrances to advance- 
lent and progress. As 
uch, he pointed out, the 
all liberalisation will carry 
* Jordan to the level I o 
advanced and true nee- 


raarket countries. 

Noting that Jordan has 
begun liberalising prices of 
foodstuffs and reforming 
subsidy policies, Mr, Salfi- 
ti saw’ liberalisation contin- 
uing in a different sector 

though. .. . , 

Mr. Salfm said Jordan 
will now be among the 
countries that are wide 
open for investments but 
he did not expect invest- 


ments to sum flowing 
overnight. 

“It’s just that investors 
would be more at comfort 
to note in (heir studies that 
they invest and take out 
their returns freely without 
delays," he indicated. 

Mr. SaJfiri rejected talk 
of an expected large out- 
flow of funds from the 
country after the CBJ deci- 
sion. 


“There were so many 
ways to get money out of 
the country. I don’t think 
anyone who wanted to do 
that was waiting for the lib- 
eralisation decision," he 
added. 

Mr. Salfiti said the CBJ 
decision will have a psy- 
chological effect on people 
to bring their savings to the 
Kingdom and not the other 
wav around. 
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Large Jordanian team travels 
to Geneva tomorrow for first 
formal negotiations with WTO 


By Ghalia Alul 

Jordan Tunes Siajf Reporter 

AMMAN — A 1 6-member 
delegation leaves for Gene- 
va on Tuesday to launch the 
first formal round of nego- 
tiations between Jordan and 
the World Trade Organisa- 
tion (WTO). 

An inaugural round of 
negotiations was launched 

in October when Jordan 

submitted a detailed memo- 
randum to WTO members 
describing the country's 
economic situation with 
special emphasis on trade, 
according to Tamam Ghoul, 
the director of the coordina- 
tion office of negotiations 
with the WTO. 

Ms. Ghoul told the Jordan 
.Times Sunday that follow- 
ing the October round. Jor- 
dan responded to questions 
raised by WTO members 
) about the country's econo- 
my. 

ft is expected that at the 
upcoming round of negotia- 
tions, Jordan will be asked 
ro elaborate and support 
those answers, said Ms. 
Ghoul. 

As a WTO member. Jor- 
dan will have to abide by 
certain conditions binding 
to all members. These 


include forms of non-dis- 
crimination clauses: the 
“most favoured nation’ 
fMFNj and the “national 
treatment" clause. 

According to a WTO 
booklet, the MFN condition 
commits all members to 
grant products of other 
members treatment no less 
favourable than that 
accorded to the products of 
any other country. Thus, no 
country is to give special 
trading advantages to 
another or to discriminate 
against it: All are on an 
equal basis and all share the 
benefits of any moves 
toward lower trade barriers. 

It adds that the most 
favoured nation treatment 
generally ensures that 
developing countries and 
others with little economic 
leverage are able to benefit 
freely from the best trading 
conditions wherever and 
whenever they are negotiat- 
ed 

Ms. Ghoul explained that 
the “national treatment" 
clause commits all mem- 
bers to treat incoming 
goods no less favourably 
than the equivalent locally- 
produced goods. 

Jordan will also have to 
abide by a tariff binding 


condition which commits 
members to observe their 
tariffs and not raise them in 
the future, Ms. Ghoul 
added. 

According to the booklet, 
binding means that a tariff 
level for a particular prod- 
uct becomes a commitment 
by a WTO member and 
cannot be increased without 
compensation negotiations 
with its main trading part- 
ners. Bilateral negotiations 
with WTO members will 
come at a later stage, said 
Ms. Ghoul adding th3t dur- 
ing the course of negotia- 
tions. Jordan will “submit 
enough evidence to con- 
vince" the members that it 
needs a transitional period 
to implement WTO rules.” 

Jordan is one of 28 coun- 
tries currently negotiating 
to join the organisation’s 
131 members. 

The Arab countries which 
have already joined the 
WTO are, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Egypt, Morocco. Tunisia. 
Mauritania, the United 
Arab Emirates. Djibouti 
and Bahrain. 

The Arab countries which 
are currently negotiating to 
join the organisation are 
Jordan, Algeria, Oman. 
Saudi Arabia and Sudan. 


Britain boosts 
exports to 
Arab states 

DUBAI (AFP) — British 
exports to Arab Gulf states 
jumped 26 per cent last year 
to 5.2 billion pounds (S8.4 
billion), boosted by arms 
sales and energy industry 
contracts, British economic 
sources have said. 

Britain, which ranks close 
to Japan and the United 
States as the top exporters to 
the oil-rich region, hopes for 
another buoyant year in 
1997 as firmer oil prices bol- 
ster GuLf economies, the 
sources said. 

The biggest gains were 
recorded in Saudi Arabia, 

Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates, while modest rises 
were registered in Kuwait 
and Bahrain but exports to 
Oman fell slightly, accord- 
ing to British Department of 
Trade and Industry figures. 

Britain exported 2.48 bil- 
lion pounds (S4.21 billion) 
of goods to Saudi Arabia last 
year, up 51 per cent from 
1995. 

A British embassy com- 
mercial expert in Riyadh 
said the increase was mainly 
because of more deliveries 
of military equipment to the 
kingdom under the mam- 
moth Yam am a defence con- 
tract signed in I9S6. 

But there were also 
increases in exports of auto- 
mobiles as well as telecom- 
munications and electrical 
equipment, he said. 


New companies law regulates registration, 
exemptions of foreign, regional entities 


This is the second of a 
two-part article on the 
main amendments to the 
companies law. The first 
part appeared Tuesday, 
June 24,1997. 

By Samir Ghawi 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The new 
companies law. which 
became effective June 15. 
1997, has rectified the 
gaps that emerged from 
the practical implementa- 
tion of the previous 1989 
law and regulated other 
organisational articles. 

In this regard, the regu- 
lations relating to the 
merger of companies and 
specifying the bases and 
legal frameworks were 
adjusted. In addition, the 
legal questions that are 
associated with mergers 
and the protection of 
shareholders' rights as 
well as other parties were 
also addressed. 

The new law regulated 
the process of converting 
public institutions into 


commercial companies, in 
which the private sector 
would participate, and the 
change from one type of 
company to another. 

According to Companies 
Comptroller Loay Mis- 
mar. the new law includes 
provisions that are in har- 
mony with other economic 
laws, such as the Securi- 
ties Law, in terms of dis- 
closures. clarity and trans- 
parency. 

As to foreign companies 
operating in the Kingdom 
or non-operating regional 
offices, the new law has 
included articles to organ- 
ise the registration process 
and acquire exemptions. 

At the same time, the 
new law deals with the 
economic situation in such 
a way so as to encourage 
investments and be com- 
patible with the economic 
openness being witnessed 
in the region. 

The amendments allow a 
person to register a com- 
pany that would wholly be 
his/her own just like a sole 
proprietorship except that 


is a limited liability’ entity. 
This person would be 
obliged by the provisions 
of the limited liability 
company in terms of fol- 
lowing meeting proce- 
dures, management and 
raising or lowering the 
capital. 

“Such a modification 
would permit individuals 
to invest and operate with- 
out jeopardising their pri- 
vate property,” Mr. Mis- 
mar said. 

He added that these indi- 
viduals do not have to 
resort to other people’s 
money to invest in the pro- 
ject. 

He said this was the 
practice earlier when one 
person owned 99.99 per 
cent of a company with 
his/her son. wife/husband 
or friend owning less than 
one per cent of the shares. 

Mr. Mismar said the new 
law facilitates the registra- 
tion procedures as it 
allows the lawyer who for- 
mulates the articles of 
association to obtain the 
signatures of the founders 


and the certifying docu- 
ments and submit them to 
the comptroller of compa- 
nies. 

“This will expedite the 
registration process." the 
comptroller stressed. 

The founders of a com- 
pany are allowed under 
the amendments to adopt 
the prices they see appro- 
priate to estimate the value 
of fixed assets. If they dis- 
agree on an estimate then 
the founders would not 
enter into forming a com- 
pany. 

Furthermore, the new 
law allows the comptroller 
the right to verify the esti- 
mate if he had any doubts 
about it. 

Mr. Mismar indicated 
that the amendments allow 
a person with a certain 
idea or an invention right 
to register a company and 
start operation. Such a 
person can later reap the 
results of his/her work by 
offering it to investors in 
accordance with the secu- 
rities law. 
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3.7SQ4 

0X770 


EE3 

3.6723 

1535.50 

3X930 

Jordan Dinar 

1.4124 

- 

5X972 

0X324 


0X268 

5.1877 

2168.79 

4.7924 

GB Steriling 

0.2&66 

0.1888 

■ 

0.1005 

0X7 

0X806 

0X8 

409X2 

0.9047 

Bahrain Dinar 

2.65 

1X781 

9X488 


9X6 

0X015 

9.74 

4073X7 

9X007 

Qatar Dinar 

Q.2747 

0.1945 

1X304 

1X304 

. 

0X830 

1X1 

421X6 

0.9322 

Kuwait Dinar 

3.3096 

2X432 

12X124 

1.2476 

12X5 


12.16 

5081X1 

0X322 

Emirates Dinar 

0.Z723 

0.1928 

1X211 

0.1026 

0X910 


. 

418.06 

0.9238 

Lebanese/1000 

0.6S 

0X611 

2X425 


2X704 

0.1968 

2X920 

- 

2X097 
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CL2S47 

0X087 

1.1053 

0.1111 

1X727 

0X891 

1.0825 

452.55 
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18.46 

18.06 


SARIyal 

0X686 


0.16034 

0X8823 

30X504 


19.39 

1032 


AE Dirham 

0X723 

0X7443 

0.16372 

0X9642 

31X969 
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1846 

18X6 

f|| ■ 

KW Dinar 

3.3006 

5.76701 

1X9005 

4X1928 

380X73 
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17.00 

16X7 
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0X770 

4X2321 

1X9515 

3X625 

304X71 
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178X0 


CY Pound 

1X347 

3X693 

1.1627 

2X15 
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Metal Prices 
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mb 

KS3 





BH 

Gold (oz*s) • 

335 

335.5 



eshs 

HEB 




Silver (oz's) 

4.71 

4.73 


USD 

5X1 

5X9 

5X0 

5X0 


Platinum (oz'x) 

419 

422 


GBP 

6X8 

6X4 

7.06 

.7X3 

7X6 1 

AL (3 Months) 

1573 

1578 


JPY 

0X4 

0X8 

0X1 

0X7 


CU (3 Months) 

2416 

2421 


DEM 

3X5 

.3X0 

3.06 

3,10 

pifij 

Zinc (3 Months) 

1433 

1438 


FRF 

3X3 

3X7 

3X1 

3X0 


Lead (3 Months 

626 

629 


CHF 

1.19 

1X0 

1X1 

1X1 


NI (3 Months) 

6860 

6890 


1TL 

6.77 

6.72 

6X6 

6X8 
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HESS 

532313 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

7687.72 

33X7 

0X4 

7770.73 

7653.79 

765425 

Newyork 

S&P500 

887X 

3X2 

0X1 

894,7 


883X8 

London 

FT-SE 100 

4640X 

-17.6 

-OX8 

4652 

4623.1 

4657X 

Tokyo 

N IKK IE 225 

20523.75 

-101X1 

■ -4X9 

20742.7 

20523X 

20624.8 

Paris 

CAC40 

2891X4 

-2.6 

-0X9 


287526 

2893.64 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

3795X1 

-9X8 

•026 

3611X4 

3785X5 

380529 
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* JOD Cross Rates 





Coffee (c/Ibs) 

185.67 

Spot 

Cocoa (5/ton) 

1698 

Spot 

Sugar ($/ton) 

326X 

Spot 

Wheat (S/ton) 

‘140 


Soya (c/lbs) 

",222 

'Spot 

Ted (stg/kg) 

i3i 

. Spot 

Barley (*/bsh) 

0 

Spot 

Rice (S/ton) 

480 

Spot 





US Dollar 
GB Steriling 
DEMark 
" JOT Franc 
FR Franc 
JP Yen : 
NL Guilder 
IT Lira 

0.708 

1.1761 

0X068 

0X85? 

0.1205 

0X169 

0X614 

0X161 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Pacific island 
country 
5 Make sound 
9 Lie in the sun 

13 — about 
(approximately) 

14 Alabama city 

15 Rose's fellow 

16 Dull pain 

17 Troy 

18 Magic charm 

19 Supply with a 
crew 

20 Ventriloquist of 
old 

22 Singer Reese 

24 Exist 

25 Wrinkle 

27 Canning vessel 

32 Washer cycle 

33 Suspends 
movement 

. 34 Ripen 

35 Roof overhang 

36 Indian craft 

37 Reid measure 

38 Had a meal 

39 Bridge 
forerunner 

40 Inquired 

41 Wedlock 

43 Steps for 
crossing a 
fence 

44 Doctrine 

45 Office worker, 
for short 

46 Long jump 
medalist, 1960 

51 Unused 

54 Author Ludwig 

55 Modem 
message 

56 Wood dressing 
tool 

57 Dreadful 

58 Rrearm 

59 Tender 

60 Heavy load 
carrier 

61 Let stand 

62 Easy task 

DOWN 

1 Suds 

2 Peruvian 

3 “Annie’s Song" 
singer 
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59“ 




60 





— 

61 

_ 

__ 



62“ 





4 Wrath 

5 Wyeth’s secret 
subject 

6 Lamb 

7 Asian river 

8 Castigate 

9 Unproductive 

10 “As snug as — _J 

11 — die 

12 Enthusiastic 
14 Move furtively 

20 Other 

21 Son of 
Aphrodite 

23 Alleviate 

25 The — of the 
crop 

26 Rodeo rope 

27 Clergyman’s 
home 

28 Thanks —1 

29 “Call of the 
Wild" author 

30 See eye to eye 

31 Hollow stems 
33 WWI field 

marshall 

36 Judge’s office 

37 R — Roaer 
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AD rights reserved. 

39 Longing 

40 o'clock 
scholar” 

42 Believe him or 
not! 

43 Filched 

45 Wading bird 

46 Foxx 


47 Moslem prince 

48 Neapolitan cash 

49 Leave out 

50 Place for 
valuables 

52 Pound 

53 Lament 
56 Burro 


of 


horoscope 

FORECAST 
FOR MONDAY, 
JUNE 30, 1997 

By Thomas 5. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll 
Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) You can at this 
time add to your income 
and take care of property 
repairs, so long as they 
are not to costly. Don 
disagree with a trusted 
advisor. Set up a budget 
and stay within it so that 
you won’t be short 
funds. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) If you labour on 
improving your feeling of 
security today, you will 
be much happier. Get out 
socially later this evening 
and you can shake off the 
discouraging mood 
you're in and make 
good impression towards 
others. 

GEMINI: < May 21 
June 21) Listen only to 
advice from people you 
know you can trust today 
new contacts will steer 
you wrong. Be careful in 
notion, especially while 
on the highway, thereby 
eliminating any potential 
difficulties you could 
encounter. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21 > Your 
mate could have some 
strange ideas today which 
should nor be taken seri- 
ously. use your common 
sense in dealing with 
business matters and 
thereby you will notice 
that your endeavours will 
become successful. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
21 ) You should not allow 
a fellow business associ- 
ate waste your time today 
or prevent you from start- 
ing a new project which 
you know will become 
successful. Handle credit 
and career matters intelli- 
gently. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Pay spe- 
cial attention today to the 
details of anything you 
qrejpvolved in f or you'll 
regret it in the days 
ahggd. Be sure you get 
plenty of rest this 
evening, since the days 
ahead “ will be quite 
demanding on your 
nerves. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
October 22) Don’t 
begin any new’ recreation 
today which will upset 
your mate or you could 
notice a difficult situation 
developing. Show that 
you are devoted, and find 
something which you can 
enjov together at home. 
SCORPIO: (October 23 
to November 2 1 ) You can 
at last reach an agreement 
today with a fellow asso- 
ciate and solve a mutual 
difficulty. Don't let 
home concern disrupt 
your routine at this time 
or you could notice that 
there would be hostility 
there. 

SAGITTARIUS: (Nove- 
mber 22 to December 21) 
Get your workload 
leaned up early today, 
superiors will be 
impressed with your effi- 
ciency. You should not 
allow a friend to distract 
you from this or your 
won’t gain the success 
which you are seeking. 
CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20) You 
can have a Fine time with 
your mate today, howev- 
don’t be extravagant 
you'll regret it in the 
days ahead. Simple plea- 
sure are still the best, and 
they should be treasured 
for what can be provided. 
AQUARIUS: (January 
to February- 19) If 
you're going to he away 
sometime, make sure 
home situation con- 
cerning your loved ones 
is harmonious before you 
leave. Be more thought- 
*" 1 to your loved ones in 
days ahead so that 
harmony can exist. 
PISCES: ( February 20 to 
March 20) Giving unre- 
quited information to 
others todaj will not gain 
their favour or help you 
to gel ahead. Be more 
brief and to-the-point or 
otherw ise you could lose 
their attention, and the 
of the conversation 

^appear. 


just 

Will 


Birthstone of June: 
Pearl — Moon Stone 
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Oil and gas exploration costs rocket in Gulf 


DUBAI (R) — The increasing cost and 
scarcity of oil drilling rigs available for 
w ork in Saudi Arabia and neighbouring 
Gulf states could hamper plans to acceler- 
ate exploration and development activity in 
the region, drilling contractors and energy 
firms in the region have said. 

A worldwide rig shortage and stepped up 
exploration and development activity fol- 
lowing last year’s oil price rally have 
pushed daily drilling rates in the Gulf to 
their highest level for 15 years, they said. 

“There is not a rig readily available in 
Saudi Arabia. Trying to find one is next to 
impossible. It's a mad scramble right now,” 
said a Western manager at one of the 
largest drilling contractors in Saudi Arabia. 

International firms and state-owned oil 
companies aiming to tap the Gulf's mas- 
sive oil and gas reserves have watched 
closely since rates have doubled in less 
than IS months and availability of rigs has 
shrunk. 

Basic, light-duty land rigs capable of 
reaching down 10.000 feet were quoted at 


a daily rate of $15,000-$ 1 8,000 while the 
rate for a higher powered rig able to drill 
down 30.000 feet could secure up to 
S25.000 a day, companies said. 

Offshore rigs, depending on the length of 
contract and the well programme, were 
commanding S40-S65.000 a day, they said. 

The lightness seen in rig markets from 
the North Sea to the Gulf of Mexico and 
Asia was exacerbated in the Gulf since 
many of the rigs surplus to capacity when 
the market went into downturn in 1982 and 
1986 had been converted into accommoda- 
tion or early production platforms or sim- 
ply cannibalised. 

Rigs with special features, such as top- 
drives which can speed up and so reduce 
costs of well drilling programmes, were 
also hard to secure without paying a heavy 
price premium, contractors and suppliers 
said. 

High rates were compelling firms to 
cooperate more closely in their drilling 
programmes and leading companies to sign 
long-term rig contracts for cover up to 


eight years. 

“Basically all the rigs have been booked. 
You have to look far outside the Gulf for 
supply," said another contractor based in 
Saudi Arabia, the world's largest oil pro- 
ducer and exporter. 

The tightness has been evident in recent 
months when Oman's main oil operator 
Petroleum Development Oman (P DO) 
decided to fly in a 60-tonne workover rig 
from Alaska on a giant Antonov cargo 
plane because of the lack of supply alter- 
natives. 

One company aiming to spud wells off- 
shore oil-rich United Arab Emirates is still 
waiting for availability six months after it 
first planned to start drilling, company 
sources said. 

Drilling and development work is a key 
plank in Gulf states* plans to lift oil capac- 
ity to meet growing global demand in the 
next decade and to exploit their largely 
untapped gas reserves to fuel expanding 
domestic industry and gas-export projects. 

Foreign oil firms. lured by higher oil 


prices and by Gulf governments eager to 
attract foreign capital, have committed 
themselves particularly to programmes in 
Qatar, Yemen and Oman. 

Just in tiny Qatar, two U.S. firms — 
Pennzoil Co. and Atlantic Richfield Co 
(ARCO.) — along with the State Qatar 
General Petroleum Corp are currently ten- 
dering to hire rigs that are pait of the coun- 
try's plans to lift oil and condensate capac- 
ity by 50 per cent by the year 2000. 

Saudi Arabia is banking on higher gas 
supplies to diversify its oil-dependent 
economy by fue lling industrialisation and 
expanding the country's petrochemical 
sector. 

It is also dr illing to develop its remote 
Shaybah oilfield to guarantee its unrivalled 
production capacity in the next decade. 

United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Kuwait. 
Oman and Yemen are also ratcheting up 
drilling activity to bring on new flows to 
meet the demands of growing populations 
and energy export markets. 


UAE to enforce private 
sector pensions soon 


DUBAI (R) — United Arab 
Emirates Labour and Social 
Affairs Minister Matar 
Humaid A1 Tayer said a law 
forcing private companies 
to pay pensions to employ- 
ees would come into effect 
soon. 

“The cabinet has recently 
instructed the ministry of 
finance to study the law and 
enforce iL This law would 
make it mandatory for all 
private companies to pay 
social security for its 
employees,” he was quoted 
by the KhaJeej Times as 
saying. 

He said this would 
encourage UAE nationals 
to work in the private sector 
as UAE laws currently 
require that only public 
sector employees be paid 


pensions. 

Mr. Tayer was also quot- 
ed by newspapers as saying 
the ministry would not set a 
quota for employing UAE 
nationals in the private sec- 
tor but it would nominate 
unemployed UAE nationals 
to posts offered by private 
firms. 

Asked by the KhaJeej 
Tunes if the ministry would 
set a law forcing private 
firms ro employ UAE 
nationals. Tayer said: “1 
will not encourage this 
myself,” 

However, he said the min- 
istry would check its data- 
bank of unemployed UAE 
nationals when it studies 
employment visa applica- 
tions from companies for 
foreign workers. 


Gazan company exports retreaded tyres to Israel 


GAZA (R) — Palestinians 
once burnt old tyres to 
protest against Israeli occu- 
pation but one Palestinian 
company is now refurbish- 
ing them for export to the 
Jewish state. 

The Nabaheen Industry 
and Trading Company, 
which runs the Matin Glob- 
al for Tyres Factory for 
retreading entire tyres in 
self-ruled Gaza, is the only 
company of its kind in 
either the Palestinian areas 
or in Israel. 

Set up last year, the facto- 
ry exported its first ship- 
ment of 300 retreaded tyres 
to Israel last week. 

"This is the first time we 
have exported to Israel," 
said the company’s owner 
Jaber Nabaheen. “So far we 
have been selling only in 
the Gaza Strip and in the 
West Bank.” 

The westernised Naba- 
heen. 54, worked for a 
United Nations agency in 
Vienna. Last year he built 
his small factory on three ; 
acres (1.4 hectares) of land 
near his home in the central 
Gaza Strip with capitaTof 
$1.5 million. 


Both the house and the 
factory sit like an island in a 
sea of greenery- They are 
the only buildings sur- 
rounded by vast areas of 
cultivated land in the PLO- 
ruled Gaza Strip, only a few 
kilometres away from the 
border with Israel. 

Mr. Nabaheen obtained a 
$650,000 loan from the 
World Bank to expand his 
project and set up a branch 
in the West Bank. 

Salem Rohan a, invest- 
ment officer at the Interna- 
tional Fund Corporation, a 
branch of the World Bank 
that offers loans to the pri- 
vate sector, said: “Naba- 
heen’s idea is new and 
when we gave him the loan, 
we believed it could be a 
success in the Palestinian 
market” 

He said the factory had 
passed all Israeli standard 
tests and was given a permit 
to market its product in 
Israel. 

Foreign-trained work- 
force inside the clean facto- 
ry, 19 Palestinians were 
working on sophisticated 
machinery imported from 
the United States, Italy and 


Portugal. 

Mr. Nabaheen had experts 
from those countries train 
Palestinian workers on the 
machinery. Raw materials 
are all imported from Por- 
tugal. 

The word Matin, the fac- 
tory’s name, is Arabic for 
“strong”. 

Mr. Nabaheen’s factory 
reroanufactures 4,000 car 
tyres and 800 large tyres for 
buses and trucks monthly 
with a six-month guarantee. 

“There was a need for 
having a branch in the West 
Bank because the demand 
there is greater and because 
Israel made movement 
almost impossible by 
imposing the almost contin- 
uous closures on the Gaza 
Strip. Closures have also 
raised the cosr of trans- 
portation” Mr. Nabaheen 
told Reuters. 

Israel sealed off PLO- 
ruled areas following sui- 
cide attacks by militants 
that killed scores of people 
after the 1993 signing of 
the PLO-Israel peace deals. 

Palestinians complain the 
closures have led to a dete- 
rioration of their ailing 


economy and discouraged 
badly needed foreign and 
Arab investment. 

While under occupation, 
Palestinians complained 
that Israel did not improve 
infrastructure in Palestinian 
areas. Roads in those areas 
were so bad they damaged 
new cars in little Lime. 

Mr. Nabaheen said there 
is a big price advantage in 
buying retreaded tyres. 

“Twenty years ago, Israel 
used to renew only the 
tyres’ outer layers, but we 
retread the whole tyre. 
Practically we remanufac- 
ture the old tyres and our 
factory is the first of its 
kind in Palestine and in 
Israel. 

“The price of a retread 
tyre is 35 per cent and 
sometimes 60 per cent 
lower than the price of the 
cheapest new tyre...,’’ he 
said. 

The old tyres are bought 
from Israel through Israeli 
agents. 

“The old tyre goes 
through several remanufac- 
turing stages, and when it is 
finished, it’s as good as 
new," Mr. Nabaheen said. 


Kuwait, India complete study on refineryventure 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
Kuwaiti and Indian 
investors have completed a 
feasibility study, now 
awaiting final approval, for 
a $2.6 billion refinery to be 
built in India, an official 
said here. 

State-owned Kuwait 
Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC) and Indian Oil Cor- 
poration (IOC) each plan to 
take a 26 per cent stake, 
said Ahmad AJ Duaij. exec- 
utive assistant managing 


director for KPC’s overseas 
projects development 

The remaining 48 per cent 
of equity for the refinery, to 
be built in the southeast 
Indian state of Orissa, will 
be raised through an initial 
public offering, Mr. Duaij 
told AFP. 

The project is worth about 
S2.6 billion , including 
financing costs, with 33 per 
cent to be raised through 
equity and the remainder 
covered by debt financing. 


T HE BETTER HALF, 

eiAsSEfeGEii 


By Glasbergan 



“Breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day, so I eat it twice.” 


he said. 

“The feasibility has been 
concluded," Mr. Duaij said 
of the refinery that is 
planned to process some 

184.000 barrels per day 
(bpd) of oil, lower than an 
orginal target of 256.000 
bpd. 

The boards of KPC and 
IOC are now evaluating the 
detailed report before giv- 
ing their final approval for 
the plant which could be 
operating in 2001 or 2002, 
he added. 

The project is part of 
KPC’s strategy to establish 
refining capacity in Asia for 
Kuwaiti crude of some 

400.000 bpd by 2000. 


Mr. Duaij said plans by 
KPC to invest in a second 
refinery project at Cochin 
in India have been dropped 
after the Indian government 
said the refinery, which was 
to have capacity of 120,000 
bpd or more, should be 
used for export. 

“If we need export-orient- 
ed refineries we will build 
them in Kuwait,” Mr. Duaij 
said, but added, “we are 
looking at other possibili- 
ties in India." 

Kuwait produces two mil- 
lion bpd of oil in line with a 
quota set by the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Export- 
ing Countries (OPEC;. 
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TRANS. 


NO. OP 
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269.000 213.000 
K 2.340 1.680 
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3.600 
1.210 
2.480 
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4.180 
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2.640 
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4.100 
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JOR. RATIONAL BX. K 0.00 34 19427 40836 2.11 2.10 .01- 

CAXRO AMMAN SAN* 11.3 2.75 2 650 3S43 5.60 5.45 .15- 

mar OF JORDAN 6.9 0.00 4 650 2129 3.29 3.30 .02* 
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JOT. GULF BARK 5.2 7.95 20 22000 19182 .88 .88 

JOT. ISLAMIC BAMX 14.6 3.33 7 1690 6094 3.64 3.60 .04- 

BEIT.AL-HAL (BEITMA) .7 13.27 1 250 283 1.17 1.13 .04- 

PHILADXL-XHV.BK. g 0.00 5 778 801 1.05 1.03 . 02- 
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1.110 .840 JOT. NEW CABLE CO. 15.2 
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PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SUNDAY 


29/06/1997 


.640 .350 CENTRAL CBN. STORAGE 

.670 .410 JOR. TRADE FAC. 

.840 .660 UNION INV. 50* 

.660 .370 ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

.950 .610 AL— DAWLIYAB 75* 

.510 .200 JOR. INDS. HATCH— JEHCO 

•730 .510 ARAB FOOD S MED. 

.590 .410 ARAB IKTL- INV.TftD. 

.750 .400 NATL. MOLT. ENG. RAkICO 

.850 .710 ■ JORDAN STEEL 

.730 .600 MIDEAST PHARH. 75* 

1.220 .860 UNION TOBACCO 75* 

.690 .550 RAXI PHARH. 85* 

.600 .370 I EDS. ENG. 

.860 . 760 DOS. CERAMIC 

1.000 .BOO BAT. ALUMINIUM. 75* 

.870 . 530 KID. EAST COMPLEX 
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J ordan Marketplace *** JORDAN M ARKET P LACE 

'N 

*** Jordan Marketplace j 

DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs ini 8k Gol< 

A At Amra Forum Hotel Shops 
^ * Phone55271 18 Also in Brazil * 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
.0 by Hsnrl Arnold sid Mika ArgWon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 

orw letter to each square, to form 
tour onflnary words. 





■ 

m 


fct 


9:72 -0 new record 

/ V , that was 


ma^Rwawd. 


TOYBO 


■ 


mm 

eusm 

Hi 

■■ 

mm 




ii»M»iua 

| 


■ 

mm 


WHAT THE 
•5PPINTB2 HAP 
WHEN HE 
WON THE RACE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


a " V V y Y Y Y 

I X } Ua 

(Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: LOUSY ASSAY SPRUCE TYCOON 
i10 O3y ^ I Answer What the parents thought of the students 
play -A CLASS ACT 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile;- 079730007 


STUDIO HRIG 

Professional quality in 
1 hour service 
Develop your colour film 
at our shop and get 

* JUMBO photc size 
30% larger. 

* Free enlargement 
20x30 cm. 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grlndlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 



WhAT Car Do You 
W ish To DrIve 
T oday ? 

OuAliiy is PART of OUR 

SpEciAl Services 


TeL (962-6) 858874*5 
Fr 062-6)858876 
£0. Bn: 739 Anus 111 8 Jenin 




AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Evay 30 Minutes from AbdoS 
to Airport and Back 


Special Reduced Fares gf 
500 R!s For Airport Staff 
and Out Frequent Customers 


For Further Details call 
Airport Branch 08-51 52 
Abdafl Branch 65331 




CftysTAl 


Quafity Serviced Suites 

■ One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
I Equipped Kitchenettes • My & 
Loss Slav * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

Tel 692672 Fax 674551 


crown ncm 

* OLYMPIC SIZE 
SWIMMING POOL 

* TENNIS & 

SQUASH 
COURTS 

’ SAUNA, 

JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 
’ FITNESS 
ROOM 

Tel: 758180 
Radio & tv station RD. 




EAL ESTATE 
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Tyson disqualified for 
biting Holyfield’s ears 


LAS VEGAS <R) — The 
Evander Holyfield-Mike 
Tyson rematch for the World 
Boxing Association heavy- 
weight title ended in a sensa- 
tional style Saturday when 
Tyson was disqualified after 
three rounds for twice biting 
the champion’s ears. 
Holyfield was taken to the 

hospital following Lhe bizarre 
turn of events and his trainer, 
Don Turner, said the champi- 
on was to undergo plastic 
surgery to reattach a section 
of the top of his right ear. 
which amazingly was recov- 
ered from the canvas after the 
shocking, aborted bout. 

“I saw him bite his ear off,” 
Turner said. "It was the most 
incredible thing that I've 
seen in all my years of box- 
ing. 

"I think (Tyson) should be 
suspended. I think he should 
be taken for some kiad of 
(mental) evaluation. I think 
he should be fined a huge 
amount of money, maybe his 
whole purse.” 

The Nevada State Athletic 
Commission said it was 
withholding Tyson's $30 
million purse for the fight 
and would hold a meeting on 
July I to decide whether to 
fine him or take more serious 
action. 

Holyfield’s co-trainer, 
Tony Brooks, called for 
Tyson's boxing license. 
"They should take it away for 
life. It was nothing but des- 
peration." 

Added Turner: ‘it's a 
shame that things like this 
happen in boxing. I'm a guy 
that was a bad guy but I 
never did anything like thaL 
That was very unprofession- 
al. I’m just mystified by it. 

"That was a bad thing that 
happened, that was^a real bad 
thing,” Tumer,said;- . 
.Following bne\the most 
incredible andScSunrealistic 
sights in boxing “history, a 
melee erupted in the ring 
after referee Mills Lane 
stopped the fight before the 
stan of the fourth round. 

Dozens of police officers 
and security' guards poured 
into the ring to keep both 
sides apart as Tyson, who 
complained bitterly that he 
had been head-butted, had to 
be restrained from going 
after Holy field's comer. 

As both fighters later left 
the ring. Holyfield was 




Challenger Mike Tyson (R) takes a swing at a Las 
. Vegas policeman during a melee in the ring following 
his title fight against WBA heavyweight champion 
Evander Holyfield (Renters photo) 


Referee Mills Lane signals timeout as WBA heavyweight champion Evander 
Holyfield (R) grimaces after challenger Mike Tyson bit a part of his ear off during the 
third round of their title fight. Holyfield retained his championship when Tyson was 
disqualified (Reuters photo) 

first two rounds, came out 
fighting mad in the third and 
hit Holyfield with several left 
hooks. 

But with 33 seconds left in 
the round, the two came 
together and a furious 
Holyfield jumped away from 
a clinch in the middle of the 
ring howling in pain and 
clutching his right ear as he 
walked to his comer with 
blood pouring the ear. 

During the clinch Tyson, 
who must have gotten rid of 
his mouthpiece, ducked his 
head over and sank his teeth 
into Holyfield's right ear. 
actually tearing a piece off. 

Tyson followed the retreat- 
ing Holyfield and pushed 
him in the back before lane 
separated the fighters. A doc- 
tor examined Holy-field’s 
wound and strangely 
declared he could box on. 

The referee deducted two 
points from Tyson and 
warned him he would dis- 
qualify him if he bit 
Holyfield again. But when 
the pair next clashed at the 
end of the round, Tyson 
apparently used his teeth 
again, this time on the cham- 
pion’s left ear, according to 
Lane. 

“The first bite you could 
actually see the teeth marks 
and the dent in the ear. The 
bite itself was cosmetically 
bad but the fight could go 
on,” Lane explained. 

“They got in another skir- 
mish and I looked at 
Evander’s ear and I could see 
another bite mark and I said 
that’s it. 

Holyfield, who thoroughly 
whipped Tyson in their first 
bout last November, stopping 
him in the 11th round, said 
Tyson knew he was going to 
lose again and took the cow- 
ard's way out. 

“It's an easy way to get out 
of the fight, to foul, cause 
you know you’re going to get 
disqualified.” said Holyfield 
before leaving for the hospi- 
tal. 

Although it appeared that 
Tyson completely lost his 
composure and went crazy in 
the ring. Turner also believed 
that the street-fighting move 
was more calculated. 

“I don’t think Tyson want- 
ed to fight. This was his way 
out,” Turner said. 

“I told everybody that 
(Tyson j wasn't as good as 
everybody thought he was. 
Evander exploited him and 
here we are. Evander’s in the 
hospital now” 

Holyfield, who along with 
Muhammad Ali is the only 
three-time world heavy- 
weight champion, earned at 
least $30 million for the 
fight 

But he must be wondering 
if it was worth the mutilation. 


cheered, Tyson booed round- 

«y- 

After about 10 minutes, the 
official result was announced 
to a chorus of boos — Tyson 
was disqualified for biting 
Holyfield twice. 

The trouble started in the 
second round when a cut 
opened up over Tyson’s right 
eye following a clash of 
heads, which the referee 
ruled “an unintentional head 
butt." 

“He butted me in first 


round and then lie butted me 
again in second round," com- 
plained an agitated Tyson 
after the fight. 

“He kept going down and 
coming up ... And no one 
warned him or took any 
points from him. What am I 
to do? This is my career. 

“I can’t continue getting 
butted like that," Tyson said, 
pointing to gash over his 
right eye. “I got to retaliate.” 
And retaliate he did. 

Tyson, who had lost the 


Jordan Design & Trade Center cordially invites you to attend 



[this exhibition runs from June 30th - July 20th) 


Jordan Design & Trade Center 

Noor A! Hussein Foundation 
Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM - 7:00 PM 

[Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Cardens & Safeway. 2nd right after gas staiionl 


Popov wins in return from stabbing 


SANTA CLARA (AFP) — Russia's Alexander Popov won 
the 30-metre freestyle and 100m backstroke Saturday at the 
Santa Clara invitational, his first long-course event since 
being stabbed last August. 

The reigning Olympic 50m and 100m freestyle champion 
won the evenrs only 20 minutes apart, taking the 50 free in 
22.78 seconds and the 100 backstroke in 56.92 seconds. 

“I think fm all right.” Popov said. “1 was not even shaved 
and 1 did pretty decent times, reasonably good I would say 
since I haven’t been swimming long course since the 
Olympic games. 

“I didn't expect something spectacular anyway.” 

Popov suffem no ill effects from the attack that left him in 
serious condition, having recovered mentally and physical- 
ly far faster than tennis star Monica Seles after her stabbing. 

“Psychologically I’m all right,” he said. “1 can walk in the 


streets of Moscow again with no fear at all. There s no 

inconvenience with the scar.” 

Popov said his main goal this year is to wtn at me 
European championships and continue to improve on his 
times until the World Championships in Australia next 
January. 

To help his world championship effort. Popov swam m 
two short-course meets in Australia last month. 

“1 think the facr 1 trained in Australia will give me a big 
advantage,” he said. "American swimmers had an advan- 
tage in Atlanta and I will have un advantage there.” 

Popov had to rally to win the 50. Australia's Nathan 
Rickard was second ’in 23.19 seconds with American Neil 
Walker third at 23.27 seconds. - 

Spain’s Martin Zubero was second in the hucksiroke at 

56.99 with Walker third in 57.41 seconds. 


Schumacher extends championship 
lead with GP win in France 


MAGNY-COURS. France 
(AFP) — Germany’s two- 
time world champion 
Michael Schumacher won 
the French Grand Prix here 
on Sunday driving a Ferrari 
— extending his champi- 
onship lead to 14 points over 
Williams driver Jacques 
Vflleneuve. 

Schumacher, winning his 
25th Grand Prix and his third 
in the last four races, beat 
home compatriot Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen. driving a 
Williams, with Ulsterman 
Eddie Irvine, driving a 
Ferrari, finishing third. 

The performances of 
Schumacher and Irvine open 
the way for Ferrari to win the 
driver’s championship for 
the first time since Jody 
Scheckter won in 1979 and 
to take their first 
Constructors' Championship 
since 1983. 

Viileneuve. who almost 
came to grief on the final 
bend, finished fourth just 
ahead of Frenchman Jean 
Alesi in a Benetton and 
Schumacher’s younger 
brother Ralf completed" a 
great day for the family by 
finishing sixth in the Jordan. 

The 28-year : bld 

Schumacher, who did riot so 
a yard last year after -‘his 
engine blew up on the grid. 



German driver for Ferrari Michael Schumacher leads the Williams of Heinz Harald 
Frentzen around the Adelaide hairpin at the French Formula One Grand Prix at 
Magny Cours (Reuters photo) 


led from the start and 
although he briefly handed 
the lead to Frentzen during 
two pit stops he dominated 
proceedings. 

The only time that 
Frentzen mounted a serious 
challenge was when he cut 
the gap from 15 seconds to 
1 3 seconds over two laps but ‘ 
Schumacher immediately 


his second race in five 
efforts, played his last gam- 
ble four laps from the finish 
when he changed his tyres to 
wets because of the pouring 
rain, but Schumacher gam- 
bled and stayed on the track 
despite lapping 10 seconds 
slower than some of the 
backmarkers. 

The main battle took place 


replied by posting the fastest ‘ for ’the Fourth to sixth spots 
lap time. 

Viileneuve, finishing only 


as first Ralf Schumacher, 
who had lost his third spot 


on the grid because of a dri- 
ving error, went off but got 
back onto the track on the 
71st of the 72 laps, allowing 
David Coulthurd and Alesi 
to pass him. 

However. Coulthard. win- 
ner of the opening Australian 
Grand Prix. slid off on the. 
final lap allowing the 
German to take sixth and 
complete a miserable day for 
the ‘-McLaren team, as Mika 
Hakkinen went out early on. 


APARTMENT WANTED 


JORDAN DATA SYSTEMS Co. is seeking to rent 
3-4 bedroom semi-furnished or unfurnished 
apartment for the use of it's expatriate engineers 
and Technicians. Preferred location around 
the second or third circle area. | 

Interested parties, kindly contact Mr. Ihab at 642723. 


FOR SALE 

4x4 SUZUKI VITARA 1994 

1994 four-door SUZUKI VITARA, duty 
unpaid, white, low mileage, a/c. 

For more details please call 
Tel. 5527921 or 5533702 
Sunday to Thursday 9:00a.m.-3:00p.m. 


Semi Furnished - For Rent 

Ground floor with basement 560sq.m.. In basement 
Garage for 2 cars, sweet for maid, boiler room, small 
storage. In ground floor: 3 big salons with veranda, 
kitchen & breakfast area, separate living area with 
fireplace, 4 bedrooms (two of them master), 4 baths. 
All windows double glass. 

Telephone line, satellite dish 3.4, curtain, fixed light, 
water-well, central heating, built-in cupboard, new 
building. Location: Dabouq, behind Khilda station. 

Please call Tel. 637666 
or Mobile# 079/29815 


FOR RENT " 

Furnished & Unfurnished Apartments 

Studio-One bedroom, two bedrooms & three bedrooms, 
central heating & telephones. Annual rent. 

Location: A- Jabal Amman bet. 3rd & 4th Circles. 

B- Shmeisani near Birds Garden 

Owner Tel. 667862 - 642351 or 079/5Q504 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining and 
sitting. New furniture, annual rent Located at 
Wasfi Al-Tal Str., behind Jabri Centre. 'Al-Saudi 
Barakeh 3. 

For more information please call Tel. 
834027 


DELUXE BUILDING FOR RENT 

New excellently constructed building 
includes four apartments; each 
apartment with an area of 300 sq.m.. 
Lift and garage. Location: West 
Amman-north Urn Al-Summaq. Ideal 
for diplomats 

Reference: call Tel. 819489 


FOR RENT 

A luxury brand new building with 
panoramic view for rent as a whole one 
unit. Located at Rasheed District behind 
University Hospital. Includes the following: 

1 . One flat in the ground floor: 328 sq.m., 4 
bedrooms, 4 baths, separate entrance, 
garage and garden. 

Two flats in the 1st floor: 190 sq.m, and 
140 sq.m. 

Two flats in the 2nd floor: 190.sq.m. and 
140 sq.m. 

4. Two fiats in the 3rd floor: 190 sq.m, and 
140 sq.m. 

Basement flat with 183 sq.m.. 

A luxury six persons lift. 

A parking lot for eight cars. 

Satellite and central antenna cables 
are fixed. 

A beautiful garden surrounds the 
building. 

10. Central telephone system with two 
telephone lines. 

Please contact mobile 079/20630 
Tel. 5529920. 


2 . 


3. 


or 


c 




CINEMA 


TEL:634144 A CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


^ PHILADELPHIA n l" y fy PHILADELPHIA *2 


John Cleese , Jamie Lee Curtis 
& Kevin Kline 


m 


FIERCE CREATURES 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


A. 


A 


I 


CINEMA 


Clark Gable and Vivian Leigh ... in 

GONE WITH 
THE WIND 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 8:30 


TEL: 69923 8 CINEMA 


PLAZA 


Jean Claude Van Damme ... in 

MAXIMUM RISK 

Shows: 12-30, 330, 5:00, 

6:30, 8:30, 10:30 




TEL:677420 

CONCORD 


Habil 


coscord "i» 

Tom Cmise...in 

JERRY MAGUIRE 

Shpws: 12:30.3:30.6:15,8:30. 10:45 

CONCORD *2" 

Michael Jordan ...in 

SPACEJAM 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00 


Hisham's Theatre 

TEL: 625155 . 


The actors are 
on annual leave 

The theatre will 
reopen July 2, 1997 


CL 
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Five women’s seeds lose early 
on Wimbledon’s middle Sunday 


Youth World Cup 

Argentina oust Brazil 


WIMBLEDON (AP) — 
Lindsay Davenport. Aman- 
da Coetzer and Conchita 
Martinez were among five 
women’s seeds eliminated 
Sunday as Wimbledon 
opened its gates on the tra- 
ditional rest day for only 
the second time in history. 

The fifth-seeded Daven- 
port was ousted 7-5, 6-2 by 
Denisa Chladkova, a Czech 
player ranked 57th in the 
world who had never won a 
Grand Slam match before 
this tournament. 

It was the second straight 
year that Davenport losT in 
the second round. “This 
week was so weird.” the 21- 
year-old American said. “I 
played my first match Mon- 
day and to play a gain Sun- 
day was definitely a throw- 
off. It was the same for 
eveiyone, but this was by 
far the weirdest and most 
difficult Grand Slam to go 
through so far." 

Coetzer, the No. 6 seed 
from South Africa, won 
only three games in a 6-2, 
6-1 loss to Canada's Patri- 
cia Hy-Boulais. 

Coetzer came into the 
tournament with high hopes 
after reaching the semifi- 
nals of the French Open last 
month. 

Martinez, the 1994 cham- 
pion who was seeded No. 
10 this year, continued in 
her deep slump as she tum- 
bled to a 6-4, 6-2 defeat to 
Helena Sukova. Martinez, 
who hasn't won a tourna- 
ment in more than a year, 
was the only former 
women's champion in the 
draw. 

The fourth seed to fall 
was No. 14 Brenda Schultz- 
McCarthy, the biggest serv- 
er in women's "tennis. In 
only a minor surprise, she 
lost 6-2, 6-3 to Belgium’s 
Sabine Appelraans. 

And No. 16 Barbara 
Paulus, the lowest ’Seed, 
was ousted by Japan’s 
Naoko Kijimuta, 5-7, 6-3. 
6-3. 

There were no problems 
for top-seeded Martina 
Hingis, who sailed into the 
third round with a 6-1, 6-3 
triumph over American left- 
hander Nicole Arendt. 
Hingis closed out the 61- 
minute match with a fore- 
hand passing shot. No. 2 
Monica Seles was back on 
court against Kristina Bran- 
di to resume a match that 
was suspended Saturday 
night after Brandi won the 
first set 7-5 and Seles was 
up 3-1 in the second. 
Third-seeded Jana Novotna 
and No. 9 Mary Pierce 



Crowds on Centre Court do the Mexican Wave before the start of play on ‘people's 
day' at the Wimbledon tennis championships. Play on the first Sunday of the tour- 
nament, normally a rest day, has been staged for only the second time in Wimbledon's 
history beceause of a backlog of games due to persistent rain (Renters photo) 

ed Yevgeny Kafelnikov beat 
Javier Sanchez 6-2, 4-6, 6- 
3, 6-4 in the day’s opening 
match on centre court No. 
9 Marcelo Rios, who’d 
never won a match here 
until this year, moved into 
round three by beating 
Dennis Van Scheppingen (£• 
2. 6-3, 6-7 (1-7), 7-6 (9-7 j. 

Defending champion 
Richard Krajicek was 
scheduled for a late match 
on Court 1 against David 
Rikl. 

Organizers scheduled 
play on die middle Sunday 
in an attempt to clear a 
backlog of matches caused 
by two complete rainouts 
during the first week. 
Matches began on all courts 
shortly after 11 a_ra. (1000 
GMT). 

The only previous time 
there was play on the mid- 
dle Sunday was in 1991, 
France's Mary Pierce, seeded number nine, plays a also after rain wiped out 

forehand return during her match against Virginia much of the schedule dur- 

Ruano Pascual of Spain. Pierce won the match 6-0 2-6 ing the first week. 

6-3 (Reuters photo) The gates opened at 10 

looked in danger of possi- dra Olsza of Poland; and 1 

hie upsets but managed to No. 12 Irina Spirlea i « nnnnrU rtrJ 7 S\ 

scrape into the third round. downed Gigi Fernandez 6- ] 5 

Novotna pulled out a 6-1, 3,6-1. 

,1 n ~ .1 JLs« T„ .J basis. There were 10,000 



looked in danger of possi- 
ble upsets but managed to 
scrape into the third round. 

Novotna pulled out a 6-1, 
4-6. 6-4 win over Elena 
Likhovtseva, while Pierce 
took advantage of a key 
double fault at 4-3 in the 
third set to down Spain’s 
Virginia Ruanc-Pascual 6- 
0, 2-6, 6-3. 

In other women's match- 
es, eighth-seeded Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario breezed 
into the third round with a 
6-4, 6-2 win over 

Emmanuelle Gagliardi of 
Switzerland; No. 11 Mary 
Joe Fernandez posted a 6-4, 
6-0 triumph over AJeksan- 


dra Olsza of Poland; and 
No. 12 Irina Spirlea 
downed Gigi Fernandez 6- 
3,6-1. 

In men’s play, third-seed- 


Production & Training Manager 
for income generating projects 

Excellent English/Arabic writing skills 
5 years experience in training skills 
Experience in production and quality control 
Experience in small business management 
Excellent planning and communications skills 
BA in Business management or sociology 

For further information please contact Mrs. 
Khalida from Saturday to Wednesday 
(8:00 to 2:00) Tel. 699141/2 - Fax 685298 


GOREN BRIDGE 

WITH OMAR SHAAJF 
A TANNAH HlfiSCH 


YOU BE THE JUDGE 


Neither vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

*Q6 

UJ85 

OAKQ532 

*KQ 

WEST EAST 

*9842 AKJ10 

UKQ104S 7762 

vfl OJ 10 7 64 

+532 *A6 

SOUTH 
+ A7S3 
CAS 
09 

* J 109874 

The bidding 1 . _ „ 

north East south west 

10 Pan* a* 

30 Paw 3KT Paw 

Para Para 

Opening lead: Queen of 7 

Study the bidding and piny of 
this hand. Did anyone err? 

If », who? 

South’s two-club response is bor- 
derline. but North's two high hon- 
ors in partner's suit improved the 
holding and fully justified a jump 
rebid of three diamonds. That 
caused problems for South, and the 
rebid of three no trump was proba- 


bly the least of evils. Do you want Vo 
play or defend three w trump. 

At the table. Weal made the 
expert lead nf the queen of hearts, 

now standard from a holding of K Q 
10. Declarer took the ace of hearts 
at trick one and ployed a club. East 
won the ace and reverted lo hearts. 
West ducked tu keep open commu- 
nications with East, and the table's 
jack took the trick. Declarer cashed 
the king of clubs, came to hand with 
the ace of spades and ran winners, 
scoring in all one spade, two hearts, 
three diamonds and five clubs to 
moke the game with two overtricks. 

Whnt do you think of the play? 

{Vest could have defeated the con- 
tract by rising with the queen of 
hearts on the second lead of the suit 
and shifting to a spade. That would 
force out dedorer's ace of spades 
while the rlubs were still blocked, 
and there would be no way declarer 
could mmo lo nine tricks. 

East, however, must share the 
blame for allowing partner to go 
wrong. From East's point of view, 
the hand was an open book. After 
winning the ace of clubs at trick 
two. East should have shifted to the 
king of spades! If declarer holds up 
Lho ace, a spade continuation severs 
communications and the contract 
must Fail as the cards lie. 


Specific Procurement Notice 

THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF 
JORDAN 


Operation and Maintenance of 
Water and Wastewater Facilities 

Amman Governorate 

The Water Authority of Jordan (WAJ) invites world- 
class, internationally experienced operator of water 
and wastewater utilities to participate in a pre- 
qualification process, which is currently planned to 
■result in the award of a four-year management, 
operations and maintenance contract to 
aggressively improve the water and wastewater 
facilities in Amman, Jordan, and surrounding area, 
serving a population of approximately 1.6 million 
people. Only pre-qualified firms shall be eligible to 
receive a Request for Proposal. 

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has applied for a 
loan from the International Bank for Reconstruction 
and Development (IBRD), a portion of which would 
be used to finance part of the operations and 
maintenance contract. The balance of services to be 
provided by the operator will be financed by the 
revenues of the water and wastewater systems. 
Operators with previous experience in similar 
assignments in cities of comparable size are invited 
to pre-qualify for this assignment Pre-qualification 
shall be based entirely upon capability and 
resources of respondents to perform the particular 
contract satisfactory taken, into account (i) 
experience and past performance in similar contract 
(ii) capabilities with respect to personnel; and (iii) 
financial position. 

Request for Pre-qualification documents and further 
information may be obtained on payment of a non- 
refundable fee of US$300 through a wire transfer to 
the account of Water Authority of Jordan, at the Arab 
Bank/Jabal Amman branch; account number 
100/67011. Please present your proof of payment 
and a- letter requesting the documents by courier or 
by fax to: 

Special Tendering Committee 
P.O. Box 2412 - 5012 
Amman 11183, Jordan 
Attention: Eng. Saad Bakrl 
Telephone: 962-6-680- 100/ Ext. 454 
Fax: 962-6-680-871 

Responses to the Request for Pre-qualification must 
be submitted, in English, to the above address, by 
the closing date and time of 13:00 hours local time, 
on 4 August 1997. 

Minister of Water 8 irrigation 
Head of Special Tendering Committee 
for the Amman Water & Wastewater 
Management Contract 
Dr: Munther Haddadin 


Coun I tickets on sale for 
the same price, with 6,500 
grounds passes for the out- 
side courts at 5 pounds 
($8.25) each. 

Many of the fans — who 
would normally never get a 
chance to get into Wimble- 
don — wore Union Jack T- 
shirts. funny hats, wigs and 
painted faces. Hundreds 
camped out overnight, 
while thousands more 
arrived at dawn to join the 
queue. By early morning, 
more than 20.000 people 
stood in the two lines 
stretching more than a mile 
in both directions. New 
arrivals were warned it 
could take at least four 
hours before they got 
inside. 

“I've always wanted to 
come to Wimbledon but 
□ever had the chance 
before,” said Janet Rutland, 
48. who came with her two 
sons. “I absolutely love ten- 
nis and this is one of the 
highlights of my life.” 

Edwin Lee, 47. joined the 
back of the queue with his 
16-year-old daughter, Han- 
nah. 

“There’s just a sea of peo- 
ple,” he said. “We can't see 
the end, but we’ll get there 
eventually” 

Once fans got through the 
gates, they sprinted to cen- 
tre court to get their first 
choice of seats. While wait- 
ing for play to begin, they 
did the wave and sang 
“Swing Low. Sweet Chari- 
ot” 

*1 heard about this on 
BBC late yesterday after- 
noon,” said 26-year-old 
Stuart Ward, who lives in 
Wimbledon. "I always love 
to come out here, and 1 
enjoy the atmosphere.” 

Still, in contrast to 1991, 
the atmosphere was rela- 
tively muted on what was 
supposed to be a repeat of 
the festival-like conditions 
on the first “people’s Sun- 
day.” 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Defending champions 
Argentina stopped Brazil’s 
spectacular run in the 
World Youth Football 
Championships with a 2-0 
win in the quarter-finals on 
Sunday. 

Both goals came in the 
last 10 minutes through 
substitutes Lionel Scaloni 
and Martin Perezlindo as 
Brazil continued to be 
dogged by the Argentine 
bogey in the biannual 
under-20 tournament 

Brazil had lost to Argenti- 
na 2-0 in die last World 
Youth final in Qatar two 
years ago and again in the 
South American qualifiers 
in February by the same 
margin. 

But not many expected 
history to be repeated after 
Toninho Banoso’s team 
notched up an incredible 25 
goals in their first four 
matches, including 10 each 
against South Korea and 
Belgium. 

Argentina kept the Brazil- 
ian defence under pressure 


through the engrossing 90- 
minute encounter that pro- 
duced swift counter attacks 
from both sides. 

But luck deserted Brazil’s 
forward line at a crucial 
time as first Adailton Mar- 
tins, with 10 goals under his 
belt and then Alex de 
Souza missed easy scoring 
opportunities. 

The match, regarded by 
many as a virtual final 
between the two best teams 
in the tournament, appeared 
to be going into extra-time 
when Argentina struck. 

Scaloni, who came on in 
the first half after an injury 
to captain Diego Markic, 
beat Brazilian goalkeeper 
Marcelo Moreira with a 
stunning shot from a nar- 
row angle. 

Another substitute Pere- 
zlindo, who replaced Diego 
Quintana, converted a pass 
from Pablo Aixnar in the 
last minute to seal Argenti- 
na’s victory. 

A full house of 38,000 
fans applauded the Argen- 
tinians, who did a lap of 


honour round the stadium 
as the tearful brazilian play- 
ers left the field. 

“1 knew we could do it. 
We kept them under pres- 
sure through the game and 
were rewarded for some 
good work by the for- 
wards,” Argentina’s coach 
Jose Pekerman said. 

“It was a great game. It’s 
a pity one team had to lose 
but thankfully it's not us. I 
am looking forward to the 
semi-finals.” he added. 

Argentina will stay in 
Kuching to await either 
Spain or Ireland in Wednes- 
day’s semi-final. 

“It is difficult to get over 
this defeat I mean we 
played so well all through 
die tournament and now 
suddenly it’s all over,” Bar- 
roso said. 

“I think we missed too 
many scoring chances. But 
Argentina played well. 
Good luck to them for the 
semi-final,” he added. 


No problems for champion Helissio 


PARIS (AFP) — Helissio. 
the 1996 European champi- 
on racehorse, put up a 
classy performance under 
new partner Cash Asmussen 
to take the Group One 
Grand Prix de Saint Cloud 
for the second successive 
year by five lengths here on 
Sunday. 

The four-year-old colt, 
trained by Elie Lelloucbe 
for Spanish businessman 
Enrique Sarasola, beat 
home the Andre Fabre 
trained Magellano, ridden 
by Thierry Gillet, and out- 
classed English challenger 
Riyadian, trained by Paul 
Cole, was third ‘tfiree 
lengths back. 

Helissio, who will attempt 
in October to become the 


first horse ro win a second 
successive Arc de Triomphe 
since alleged in 1977-78. 
ran his usual race setting the 
pace and was barely extend- 
ed under Asmussen, as be 
cantered home to record his 
fifth group one triumph. 

The victory will have 
given Asmussen, who was 
given the ride after fabre 


and owner Daniel Wil den- 
stein claimed regular jockey 
Olivier Peslier for Loup 
Sauvage in Sunday’s Irish 
Derby, a boost as he had not 
been everyone's first choice 
replacement — though he 
will face a far harder test in 
July’s King George VI and 
Queen Elizabeth Diamond 
Stakes at Ascot 


I VILLA FOR RENT 

Location: Tla'a Al-Ali Amman, near New l 
Holiday Inn. > ’ 

One master bedroom + 3 bedrooms + 3 
bathrooms + living room + guest room + 
family room. Suitable for diplomatic and 
international community families. 

Please contact Muhsen or Bassam on 
Tel. 5536700 


LEADERS IN 
ANCHORING 


INT'L 


STANDARDS 


ISO 9002 




Amin KawarAnd Sons Company has been awarded an ISO 9002 certificate fiom 
the world renowned Lloyd's Register Quality Assurance (LRQA), 


This recognition underlines what Amin Kawar & Sons Co. has always stood for, 
high quality service to flie customers.commitment & dedication to meet the 


AMIN KAWAR & SONS CO. 

P.O.BOX 222 Amman 11118 Jordan Tel: 60 3703 Fax:672170 
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Hong Kong enters last 
24 hours of British rule 


HONG KONG (AFP) — 
Hong Kong entered the final 
24 hours of British rule 
Monday still at the centre of an 
international struggle over its 
future. 

While the British colonial 
rulers pursued attempts to 
cany out a dignified withdraw- 
al with all due pomp, concerns 
persisted over political free- 
doms when China reclaims the 
territory at midnight on 
Monday ('1600 GMT). 

The incoming administra- 
tion of Tung Chee-Hwa 
announced that elections 
would be held in May next 
year. But the territory’s democ- 
rats described the move as “a 
beautiful lie’" by the chief 
executive-desigDate who has 
backed plans to scrap the cur- 
rent elected legislature. 

And several minis ters in 
Hong Kong for the grand han- 


dover ceremonies highlighted, 
the need for China to keep its 
promise to grant 50 years of 
autonomy and hold elections 
within a year of the momen- 
tous change, 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright said 
America would closely moni- 
tor political developments in 
the tenitoty. 

"America cares about Hong 
Kong and will continue to care 
long after this week’s fire- 
works are finished, the cam- 
eras are turned off and the par- 
tying is done," Ms. Albright 
told business leaders and 
diplomats. 

Australian Foreign Minister 
Alexander Downer said Mr. 
Tung had promised “free, fair 
and democratic” polls during a 
meeting. 

But Mr. Downer also warned 
China would suffer if it failed 


to fulfil its promises, 

‘Tf it doesn’t happen, it will 
have enormous implications 
for the stability of Hong 
Kong,” he said. “I am sure that 
everybody's attitude to China 
and Beijing would change in 
that circumstance.” 

China has also faced 
Western criticism over its plan 
to bring 4.000 troops, with 
armoured vehicles, warships 
and helicopters, into the terri- 
tory sex hours after the han- 
dover. 

Mr. Tung has insisted that. 
China had the right to bring in 
troops and that they would not 
be able to act against the Hong 
Kong people without his per- 
mission. 

And nothing could stop 
Britain’s withdrawal, with 
Prince Charles and outgoing 
Governor Chris Patten to leave 
the territory on the royal yacht 


Britannia just after the mid- 
night handover. 

Prince Charles gave out 
British awards to the territory's 
people for the last time, while 
Mr. Patten went to mass and 
said many of his good-byes. 

Mr. Tung will not anend Mr. 
Patten’s official farewell cere- 
mony Monday evening, but he 
has denied it is a snub. The 
future leader will instead be 
welcoming China’s President 
Jiang Zemin and Premia- Li 
Peng- 

After a ceremonial dinner for 
4.000 people, including Mr. 
Jiang, the prince and dozens of 
foreign ministers, the union 
flag will come down just 
before midnight and the 
Chinese red flag struck with 
five yellow stars will rise just 
after the official end of 
Britain’s 156 years of sover- 
eignty. 


Israeli shock, speculation 
greet Sharon-PNA meeting 


TEL AVTV (R) — Hawkish 
Israeli Cabinet Minister 
Ariel Sharon's allies voiced 
shock Sunday that the for- 
mer general had secretly 
met a Palestinian leader 
close to President Yasser 
Arafat. 

But other Israelis specu- 
lated that Mr. Sharon, 69. 
aimed to soften his hardline 
image before assuming his 
highest job in government 
since a 1982 massacre of 
Palestinians forced his 
ouster as defence minis ter. 

Mr. Sharon, tipped to be 
promoted to finance minis- 
ter in Priine 'Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's cab- 
inet this week, has been per- 
haps the fiercest cabinet foe 
of peacemaking with the 
Palestine National 

Authority (PNA). branding 
Mr. Arafat a "war criminal.” 

Israel's Channel One 
broadcast news over the 
weekend that the burly 
Sharon, minister of national 
infrastructure, had this 
month met Mahmoud 
Abbas, a PNA architect of 
peace moves better known 
as Abu Mazen. 

Mr. Sharon and Abu 
Mazen both refrained from 
commenting but Israeli and 
Palestinian officials con- 
firmed the meeting. At his 


Gaza headquarters Mr. 
Arafat said the meeting, 
aimed at reviving peace 
moves, was coordinated 
with him. 

“It certainly is worri- 
some.” Transport Minister 
Yitzhak Levy of the 
National Religious Party 
told Israeli army radio. "My 
worry is where is Mr. 
Sharon situated from a 
political standpoint” 

Aharon Domb. secretary 
general of the Yesha Settlers 
Council, said he was at first 
“stunned” to learn of the 
meeting. Deputy Education 
Minister Moshe Peied of the 
Tsomet faction expressed 
“complete shock." 

Mr. Sharon has been a 
champion of Jewish settle- 
ment in occupied " lands 
which is viewed as an obsta- 
cle to peace by the Arab 
World and Israel’s closest 
ally the United Stares. 

Other policy makers ques- 
tioned why they weren’t at 
least informed of the 2-1/2- 
hour meeting at Sharon’s 
southern Israeli ranch. 

Foreign Minister David 
Levy, already deeply 
entrenched in a power 
struggle with Mr. 
Netanyahu over peacemak- 
ing responsibilities, can- 
celled a planned conciliato- 


ry meeting with the Israeli 
leader Sunday over the dis- 
closure. 

Mr. Levy's brother, law- 
maker Maxim Levy, told 
army radio: “The question 
is whether the deputy prime 
minister (David Levy) and 
defence minis ter must be 
surprised every morning by 
meetings such as these and 
others.” 

Mr. Netanyahu, 47, has 
lurched from crisis to crisis 
since he took power a year 
ago. His cabinet is in tur- 
moil and peacemaking has 
crumbled over his expan- 
sion of Jewish settlement. 

Israeli Arab lawmaker 
Abdul Wahab Darawshe. 
who brokered the Sharon- 
Abu Mazen meeting, said: 
heard a very positive 
report from both of them the 
day after the meeting... and 
they agreed to go on meet- 
ing” 

Yossi Beilin, a leader of 
the opposition Labour Party 
which launched peace 
moves with the PNA, said: 
“It proves again that if in the 
Israel of 1997 you want to 
be pan of the foreign and 
security policy establish- 
ment, you must meet PNA 
people. 

“Sharon from this stand- 
point has proven that” 


"The meeting and I imag- 
ine the timing of the leak 
were meant to show the 
world that look. ‘I am not so 
extreme, I can speak with 
them’." Mr. Beilin told 
Israel radio. But he doubted 
Mr. Sharon or Mr. 
Netanyahu could break out 
of the crisis in peacemak- 
ing. 

“I certainly see Sharon 
continuing to be a problem 
both from a symbolic stand- 
point and a standpoint of 
substance. His programme 
cannot be accepted by any- 
one. Maybe in Israel there 
are some who would accept 
it, but certainly not in the 
world.” 

Mr. Sharon demands a 
seat on Mr. Netanyahu's 
three-member “kitchen cab- 
inet” which directs Israeli 
peace moves. Political 
sources say Mr. Levy and 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai both oppose giv- 
ing Mr. Sharon a place on 
the inner team. 

In 1983 a state inquiry 
forced Mr. Sharon out as 
defence minister after find- 
ing him indirectly responsi- 
ble for the massacre of hun- 
dreds of Palestinians at two 
refugee camps near Beirut 
by pro-Israeli Christian 
militiamen. 


U.S. industry, health groups and officials 
start round two of smoking negotiations 


WASHINGTON (R) — 
The historic accord that 
tobacco companies and 
state officials brandished 
after months of negotia- 
tions looks less like the 
last word and more like an 
opening bid. legal experts 
and anti-smoking activists 
say. 

The next round of nego- 
tiations is already under 
way. At this point, it is an 
indirect affair involving 
health groups, the indus- 
try, the White House and 
state officials all vying to 
shape the opinion of the 
public and ot Congress. 

It may be months before 
congressional committees 
sit (Sawn with precise pro- 
posals to turn the blueprint 
into Federal law. 

In the meantime, every- 
one involved is trying to 
sort out the parties' public 
posturing from their true 
bottom tine. 

At this point, the most 
controversial aspects 
appear to be the breadth of 
the food and drug adminis- 
tration's jurisdiction over 
tobacco, the penalties the 
industry would have to 
pay if it failed to meet tar- 
gets for cutting teenage 
smoking and limits to the 
industry's liability in 
court 

“I think the best interpre- 
tation is that the people 
who were negotiating on 
both sides are very smart 
very good negotiators. No 
one expected this would be 


the final deal,” said Robert 
Kline, director of the 
Tobacco Control Legal 
Clinic at Northeastern 
Law School in Boston. 

“They left enough wig- 
gle room — and enough 
issues off the table — so 
they could move on to the 
next stage,” he added. 

“I keep telling people — 
this isn't a settlement, this 
is a proposal, a set of rec- 
ommendations.” said Scott 
B alien, an anti-smoking 
activist “It's still going to 
change.” 

Three months of negotia- 
tions between die tobacco 
industry and the state 
attorneys general suing 
them led to a sweeping 
deal in which cigarette 
manufacturers promised to 
pay out $368 billion, part- 
ly to reimburse states for 
smoking-related health 
costs and partly to fund 
anti-smoking efforts. 

The industry labelled it a 
“bitter pill” — although 
Wall Street analysts said 
the accord would give the 
tobacco companies the sta- 
bility and certainty they 
sought. 

But any initial attempt to 
portray the deal as a “take- 
it-or-leave-it" option dissi- 
pated like a puff of smoke. 

Even before the White 
House and Congress 
reviewed the plan, public 
health organisations repu- 
diated key elements, virtu- 
ally ensuring that the pack- 
age as initially drafted is a 


no-starter on Capitol Hill. 

In particular, they found 
that the portion of the pact 
dealing with FDA authori- 
ty was riddled with loop- 
holes. 

“It is woefully inade- 
quate,” said former 
Surgeon General C. 
Everett Koop, the co-chair 
with former FDA 
Commissioner David 
Kessler of an advisory 
council on tobacco includ- 
ing prominent public 
health groups like the 
American Heart 

Association, the American 
Cancer Society and the 
American Lung 

Association. The industry 
quickly sent out its own 
message that it remains 
ready to talk. 

Meyer Koplow, a lawyer 
from a New York firm rep- 
resenting Philip Morris 
Co., told the Senate 
Judiciary Committee 
Thursday that the industry 
still wants a deal, and 
recognises that Congress 
must have a say in shaping 
it. 

“These companies do not 
want to spend every day 
litigating every where with 
everyone about every- 
thing," Mr. Koplow testi- 
fied. ‘There must be a bet- 
ter way.” 

“We recognise and 
understand that this is 
going to go through the 
legislative process,” he 
said. “Obviously, there are 
parts of this that the indus- 


try might find unaccept- 
able to lose, and there are 
other provisions that the 
industry would find 
acceptable to see modi- 
fied.” 

“We are reasonably Opti- 
mistic that we’ll be able to 
satisfy the comments, crit- 
icisms and desired 
changes that Congress 
may wish to make,” he 
said. 

Anti-tobacco lawmakers 
are gearing up for battle. 
Recalling the spectacle of 
tobacco industry execu- 
tives swearing under oath 
in 1994 that nicotine is not 
addictive, they want a 
chance to run those ques- 
tions by executives again 
before they sign off on any 
settlement 

“I hope we’re going to 
have a hearing where we 
actually have the CEOs of 
the tobacco companies 
come up and stand before 
— sit before us and say, 
we lied, or my predecessor 
lied. And we know we’re 
hooking kids. We intended 
to hook them, and we 
wanted to hook them,” 
said Sen. Joseph Biden, a 
Democrat from Delaware. 

Mr. Biden said lawmak- 
ers from both parties will 
take on the industry “with 
a feeling of relish.” if the 
companies do not cooper- 
ate, he said, they will be 
driven out of business or 
“offshore with the cocaine 
dealers.” 


« 



Soldiers of the Black Watch lower the British Union Jack at the Cenotaph in 
Hong Kong Friday. The Union Jack will be lowered here for the last time on 
Monday 1600 GMT when the colony is returned to China after 156 years of 
British rule (AFP Photo) 


Saudi recognises U.S. jurisdiction 
over Dhahran explosion suspect 


RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia Sunday recognised 
the right of the United 
States to bold and indict a 
Saudi national linked to the 
Dhahran bombing in June 
1996 that killed 19 U.S. ser- 
vicemen in the kingdom. 

Defence Minister Prince 
Sultan Ben Abdul Aziz, 
quoted in the newspaper 
Okaz, said that the case of 
Hani Abdul Rahim Sayegh 
was “within the jurisdiction 
of the counfry to which he 
returned" after being 
deported from Canada. 

It was an apparent climb 
down from an earlier state- 
ment from the deputy interi- 
or minister. Prince Ahmad 
Ben Abdul Aziz, that the 
kingdom was closely fol- 
lowing the Sayegh case as 
he is a Saudi national. 

But Prince Ahmad did not 
elaborate if Saudi Arabia, 
which does not have an 
extradition treaty with the 
United States, was seeking 


access to Sayegh or to have 
him sent back to the king- 
dom. 

Observers in Riyadh said 
the defence minister’s com- 
ments appeared to signal 
that Saudi Arabia — which 
the United States has 
accused of not sharing the 
results of its investigation 
into the bombing — would 
not demand his return. 

On June 17, Canada 
deported the 28-year-old 
Saudi to die United States, 
from which be had entered 
die other north American 
country asking for political 
asylum. 

Sayegh has been indicted 
on charges of conspiring to 
kill Americans in Saudi 
Arabia in 1994 and 1995, 
rather than the June 25, 
1996 truck bombing of a 
U.S. air force housing com- 
plex in the eastern city of 
D hahran. 

In exchange, Sayegh has 
agreed to cooperate in the 


investigation into the 
Dhahran bombing. 

He has already implicated 
at least one senior Iranian 
official in planned attacks 
on U.S. targets in Saudi 
Arabia, the Washington 
Post reported Saturday. 

It said he told U.S. law 
enforcement officials that 
an intelligence officer 
named Ahmad Sherifi was 
the architect of a bombing 
plot in 1995 that was never 
carried out. 

U.S. intelligence officials 
believe the Dhahran bomb- 
ing was a variation on the 
earlier plot, according to the 
Post. 

On the bombing anniver- 
sary, Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Director 
Louis Freeh called for 
“intensified cooperation” 
with Saudi Arabia, follow- 
ing complaints from the FBI 
before the Sayegh arrest of 
a lack of information from 
Riyadh. 


Father, four 
children die in 
Tasmania 
murder- suicide 


HOBART (R) — An Australian man 
appears to have stabbed his four children to 
death and then shot himself dead in a mur- 
der- sm ti de at a farmhouse in the island 
stale ofTasmania, local police said Sunday. 

Police found the bodies of the four vic- 
tims, aged from about 6 years to 18. in the 
bedrooms of the house Sunday morning. 
The body of their middle-aged father was 
found outside die sandstone cottage, in the 
rural hamlet of Oambridff^ near the state 
capital Hobart. 

Police said it appeared the man killed his 
four children with a knife before shooting 
himself in the bead. 

“We believe that the family members 
suffered knife wounds,” police spokesman 
Geoff Easton told Reiners. 

Local media said a severed hand was 
found on a tree stump on the pro p e r ty, 
where foe father also ran a carpentry busi- 
ness. “A hand was amputated," Me Easton 
said. He did not elaborate. 

Police would not speculate Sunday on 
foe motive behind the murder-suicide. 

The killings took place about 50 kilome- 
tres north west of Tasmania’s historic Pat 
Arthur tourist attraction where in April last 
year 35 people were shot dead in modem 
Australia’s worst mass murder. 


Ancient Egyptians 
loved jokes about 
drinking, nudity 


LONDON (AFP) — 
Ancient Egyptians 
loved jokes about 
drinking, vomiting and 
women lifting up their 
skirts, a London maga- 
zine said Monday. 

“Visually it was pret- 
ty basic, with refer- 
ences to drunkenness 
and exposing your- 
self,” Carol Andrews, 
assistant keeper of the 
British museum’s 
department of 

Egyptian antiquities, 
told Mag, the maga- 
zine of London’s 
museums and gal- 
leries. 

A favourite example 
of an Egyptian gag dis- 
covered on the 
Wes tear Papyrus now 
in Berlin asks “what’s 
the best way to enter- 
tain a bored Pharaoh?” 

The answer: ‘To sail 
a boatload of his 
Harem dressed in fish- 
ing nets up the Nile 
and then tell him to so 
fishing.” 


The enjoyment of 
strong drink is another 
recurrent theme. At the 
tomb of Pahery at 
Elkab in Egypt there is 
a picture of a partygo- 
er. a high-born 
woman, pleading: 
“Give me 18 jugs of 
wine — I want to get 
drunk, my insides are 
as dry straw.” 

Mr. Andrews, who 
has spent 25 years 
gathering examples of 
ancient Egyptian com- 
edy, said another 
example of ancient 
Egyptian humour can 
be found in the tale of 
Re — the chairman of 
the council of gods. 

He was told "your 
shrine is empty' by 
Baba, which was a bic 
insult to the king of 
gods, and he refused to 
sit on the council. 

‘Then his daughter 
Hathor lifts up her 
skirt: he laughs uncon- 
trollably and goes back 
to the council." 


Ontario store 
goes topless 


WASAGA BEACH lR) ^ 
Canada's growing obsesser ■ 
with its topless decile shifted 
from the streets to the stores : 
Saturday when foe first top- 
less shop opened in this pop. 
ular Ontario Resort forat .. 
Crowds of gaping Onioctats 
gathered as several customers - 
~ both women and men t - 

agrced to shop topless “ 

more the opening of Tbto / 

Tina’s topless surf spurt, * 
clothing store Huntings 
Wasaga Beach’s most popu - 
lar strip of beach. "It’s a frafc - 
spirited store." said shop 
owner David Bbckstone. 35: 

He said he decided to 
the store ’“top optional" after 
the Ontario court of appeal in.. 
December overturned foe 
conviction of u woman who 
was charged with indecency 
after she walked topless 
down an Ontario street in- 
1991. 

Princess Diana 
denies she is engaged 
to Pakistani doctor 

-. r; 

LONDON l AFP) — :% 

Princess Diana on SaTmday : 
denied press reports that she 
was “unofficially" engaged >' 
to a London-based Pakistani 
heart specialist. "The - 
Princess of Wales has not ' . 
become encaged to Dr. £ 
Hasnat Khan, officially or 
unofficially,” said a * 
Kensington Palace -/ 

spokesman. The denial came ' 
in response to a report to . 
appear in Sunday's press that j. 
said Diana, who was 
divorced from the Prince of v 
"Wales last year, had become 
engaged to Khan after she 
won the approval of his fam- 
ily during a visit to Pakistan. 

The Sunday Minor claimed 
37-vear-old Khun had agreed - 
g>,many Diana if she could 
pen$uade his mother to agree - 
to the wedding. So the 
Princess reportedly visited 
Khan's family when she was ? 
in Pakistan lost month to raise 
funds for former cricket hero 
Imran Khan's charity cancer — 
hospital in the northern city 
of Lahore. The tabloid week- 
ly alleged that Diana and the 
doctor had been spending 
intimate weekends in the 
home of Khan's relatives in 
the central English town of 
Stratford-upon-Avon. 

Sunken ship 
from 1916 found; 
valuable cargo of 
liquor on board 

STOCKHOLM (AFP) — A 
Swedish freighter sunk in 
1916 by the Germans while 
on a mission carrying a big 
French champagne and 
cognac consignment to the ~r* 
Russian imperial army has 
been traced. Divers who have 
been down to the 25-raetre 
Ketch Joenkoeping say the — 
ship is still intact, leading to 
hopes its valuable cargo of 

36.000 litres of cognac. 5,000 
bottles of champagne and 

6.000 litres of red wine may. _ 
also be intact A German U22.. 
submarine sank the ship in 
the bay of Finland with an 
explosive charce on 
November 3. 191 6. on find- 
ing out it was also carrying - 
material to repair railways. 
According to the Swedish 
consortium C Star that led the 
search, the more than 80- 
year-old cognac, champagne.^, 
and wine could sell for up to 
$65 million at an auction. >> 

Charles 

Dickens reappears 
in Swedish library 

HUD1KSVALL (AFP) 

Charles Dickeas recertly v 
checked out a copy of ‘The ^ 
Pickwick Papers’* at a-;\ 
Swedish library, raising a fcv/.T 
eyebrows as he handed ovef 
his libraiy card. Chariest 
Dickens, a Swedish forester, 

* the great great grandson hp? 
the first cousin of the author^ 
Charles Dickens, MatthevLjv 
Dickens. -According to thl¥ 
paper Hudiksvails T ldpin&^ 
foe Swedish Charles Didrcqfck 
has researched his family ha-®, 
wry and discovered foiP| 
Matthew Dickens, who 
2J 1 engineer, moved ■ 

England t0 Sweden 
returned to England after juli^ 1 

a few years. 1 







